
TH1-E POE-IT-LUARýEATE.

M U Il bas 1>0011 FcelitI v s SIij)t1Ol1 the ;1)1)OitlliCit of M~r. Alfredl
Autstin ats oe-art of Eiîgland. Lord Silishîiry lias beeîi

CaIllcd, liard iaIiies for passiîîg over stuch fav'orbly Iiuiow'n poets as MWTilIiaisi
XVaLtsoiî ii «ll.Iùîdl(yard iplu fo elevate to the literitry headslîip of t1ce im-
tion oîle NVlîo. .lIliIoIIil possessiiîg scliolarly hastes and (trîiet, . eli-

erailly reptited to be wvortby otily of the lowest plae a± the bardsý wlîu,
blave filled tlîis hiistorie office. *UîquestioîîaUl)y., froîn the tinie wvlien I3erdic,
was eîîrolled, in the Di)oîîsd;y B3ook as " Joculator loi"down to tuie
crowiinî of tliis Iast, thiere bias been a greater or less outcr, y giîst the
iiîiiitiwess of the lauireate froint tie 1'rieiîds of dlisaippoiiîted aspiranits tte
hionors.

Public opinion bias expressed its severe disapprov;il of the laurels goiîîg
to MNr. A.ustin, anîd, if any oiu' whio lias îîot -already done so, cares to exalli-
iiie lus literarv efforts. the reisonis for giviing tic icwly created lauireate a
cold reception iiînîst becoîne apparent. Perliaps lie aîppears at the greates.

disaranagein soie dogrlstalîzas recently -written by ]îiiîu on "aie
Soluls lïide."' Th'is îioeîn bas beerz 1)arofficd iii inany of thc coîîu pImpers aîd
lias excitedl înticb ill-coiîeealed inerrimient, in literary circles. It does îîoi
secînl, lîowever, to concerii the critics so uwe.-h that biis song miylt be mi-
wortliy the occasion of a birtli, betrotlial or death of sone royal persolmîge,
as that biis best productions are îînworthy to be classed wvit1u those Of sncbl
predccessors as Spencer, D)ryden, Soutbey, Wordsworth aîîdI Tennyson.

Witlîout the higlier gifts that cliaracterive a true poet, Mr. Austin in. -.
grentleinan of a.,ckn-owledgedl culture wLid ability, and tliroughi bis persistent
aIiîd laborious effort lias succeeded iii Ibeeoigi -t skilftil versifier if not a
pioet. L~et us hiope thiat iii the e.xercise of this iiew funiction lie will nul
miss the mark- set tip ini a short 1)0011 iii wvluiclî theicleal o£ a poet is por-

NUr woîîldl t sh1ape for faille îîîy 1.1y,
But oîîly for tlio:iake

Of singing, and tu charn away
My own or otlicies ab


