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aiithorities for so doing, except Collectors of
tuiused stamps. These unfortunates bave no
(toubt, many of them, passed anxious days and
s! eepless niglits, since the stamps came int use,
l'or unused copies arc almost unattainable. It
is agast the rules of the Depariments for them.
Io be sold or g-iven away, and the penalty for
such an offence is removal from, office.
Hence ho obtain unobliterated copies, iu a legi-
limahe manner, is impossible.

The sories for the Post Office Department
lias anumeral of value and ('OFFIIAI STA-lP"
in an ovai; IlPosT OFFICE DEPT" above;
value in letters, and numeral below. Those
for the other Depariments are the saine as the
regrular emission, except that the name of the
del)artment fils the place~ of IlU. S. POSTrAGE."

above the profile. The colors have been aptly
chosen, as for instance, department of Agricul-
ture, straw; Justice, purpie; War, red, &c.
It may be that these stamps Nvill be withdrawn,
and give place to a uniformn series for ail, and
indeed 8uch is the rumor, but it canniot be
traced to an officiai source.

SAINT JOHN, N. B., SEPTEMBER, 1873.

ME friends and devotees ofzPhulately gen-
J'jerally, -%vill note with pleasure the great
~progess this prince of recreative pursuits

is mah-ing among the youth. The valua.
ble information it imparts, -whileat the same
time amnusing and diverting, cannot fail sooner
or later to be appreciated. Its lessons in open-
ingi-up and contiauing acorrespondeace,-thus
giving young lads an introduction to the mode
by which aIl importing and exporting business

of the present day is geaerally transacted by
their seniors; its familiar and lucid render-
in- and conversion of foreign moneys; its ines-
timable instructions in geogïaphy,and the idear,
of baste and cleanliness inculcated by its prose-
cuhion, are atrong arguments in favor of its ini-
ception and sustenance. That it lias already
become universal, needs only a glance at our
huge piles of letters, in every dialect, fromn
every quarter of the globe, wherein. man ever
set his foot, for confirmation. Many of these
proclaim the ivriters fo, be persons of advaùiced
literar3 attainmeu:ts and prac'ical good sense,
,%vhile others again reveal the uncultuired and
careleas composition of the flighty sehool boy.
Among our American neiglibors the pursuit is
firml1y ingrafbed, and it is truly wvonderful the
giant etridet it lias made in the pnst eight
months, and we do not flatter ourselves wvhen
wve assert that we were largely -instrumental in
bringing about this very congratulatory resuli.
In almost every city in the United States may
be found an Agent of the IlForeign Sbanip
'Depot,"1 who flot only themsel ves ýoffer for sale
our goods, butin ail the large se-hools in their
respective districts,appoint sub-agenbs, supply-
ing them. with lists, sheets of istamps, &o., the
profits on wvhich while supplying the lads with
pocket money, prove also a most powverful la-
centive for their sale. 0f the progress ýof
Stamp Collecting in our own Dominion wve
cannet say as mucli, these last few years there
hias been a sad falling off in the ranks of its
advocates,and wve doubt that wvere a muster rol1
now called not over two hundred supporte"s
would answer to the summons. We hardly
know to what cause to acribe tItis lack of in-
terest, apparently tliere is no individual reason
why sucli a lamentable state of affairs should
exiat; it appears rather the resuit of general
laxity on the part of our larger importers and
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