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C-heck to our progress, until, at length,
'4e reached a point where the streamn
(livided into two branches--or, ia Aime-
Ilcan phraseology, "forkcd"-when a
hll.i was sounded, and we landed for
i1eiSt and refreshment. The grassy bank
8floped gently to, the water's edge, and
ofered every coavenience for a halting
Place;* the canoes were drawn Up, stores
-Were un packed, fires lighted, and la very
8àhort space, breakfast was declared rea-
dY. W hat a glorious breakfast it ivas,
'ii&d with what gu.sto we erijoyed it!

We did not, however, linger long
101er our repast, for the 5day Z> as yet
Younig, and we were ail eager for sport;
80 soon, therefore, as xve had finished,
'ld maade some n ecessary arran gem ents,
"ý'e separated to foilow our several la-
1-linations for the rest of the day. Tw~o
"f the party went Up the right braaich
"f the stream for salmon-fishing, ini its
alW4ft waters; other two, in pursuit of
Wüld pigeons, pushed over to a rich al-
luvîaimeadow, or plain-called Ilinter-
%'le" in the colonies-which skirted
the banks of the left branch, and was
Covered with a luxuriant growth of that
4~8eful and beautiful forest tree-the su-
'Zar maple.

Lt was my fancy to accompany To-
'nah, the oldest Indian of our arty, in
!Puest of ducks, up a deep anfnarrow
Creek, winding its tortuous way throughi
the fertile intervale, which, from the
,%ze of the trees, flou rishing in its rich,
V'irgin soil, arnd freedom from under-
Wood, bore great resemblance to an old
tnfglish park. We paddled gently and
eau'tiously about a mile, the perfect stilI-
'e8s only broken by the heavy plaslî of
the large mud-turtle, as, lauinching him-
eelf from off thc fallen and haif-suùnkeni

'-eon which hie basked in the sua-
elhine hie sunk with sullen plunige; or
'he shýarp and rattlingo note of the crested
kifg-fisher the resplendant, azure of bis

tuirnage gl4ancing ln the sunbeams, as
eflitted from tree to troc before our ad-

""f1ce, unwillingly disturhed in bis ac-
ClIstomed pursuits, and wonderingr at

Zarintrusion upon his hitherto quiet
Riits. Moving stealthily along, and

"he to every sound and movement near

us, xve were brouglit Up suddealy by a
mouad across the creek, which Tomah
at once pronounced an ancient beaver-
dam, one that had, ini former days, been
thrown np by those most indlustrious
and sagacious animais, the beavers, to
create a small lake, or pond, in which
to place their singular lodges, or habi-
tations. This dam was about thiry
feet ln lengyth, from. bank to, bank an
as nearly as could be ascertained, somne
six feet in width at the base, the thick-
ness gradually diminishiag to the top,
which was a little over a foot i breadth.
Lt was built with small.trees, wvhich had
evidently been cut on the banks of the
creek by the teeth of the persevering
beavers, and, falliag into the water, had
been floated down, anad then placod, ho-
rizontally and cross-wise, in an exceed-
ingly well selected situation. A suffi-
cient nuniber of trees appeared to have
been thus placed; the projecting top%
and branches had then been eut off, and,
with twigs and stones, had served to fil
up the larger interstices; after wvhich
the wvhole fabrie, had been renderedwia-
ter-tight wvith tough clay, and strongly-
adhesive mud froni the banks and bed
o *f the creek. The top of the dam was
surmounted with a thick growth 8f
vi-grous shoots froni the willow, the
birch, the aspen, and other trees u8ed in
the work, and looked not unlike a hedge-
row, dividingy the upper froni the iowver
waters of the s-tieam. Lt wvas evident
that the trapper had been here, and that
ail the beavers had been kîllcd, or dri-
yen off, long before, for their lodges
were broken and dilapidated, and no re-
cent traces of their labours were visible.

At one extremity of the dam, close
to the bank, was an opening, through
xvhich the flow of the strearn fouad its
way ; and Tomah explained to me that
this openîn g wes used by the beavers
for the purpose of raising or lowvering
the waters of the pond. Lt constituted,
in fact, the wastc-gate of the dam: la

times of flood, the beas'crs enlarged tie
opening to give -vent to, the surplus wa-
ter; and in the heat and drought of sum-
mer they closed it again,so as to secure
to themselves sufficient extent of surfaceo


