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AMARANTH.

I'r was early in lho spring of 1830, a year
memorable in the annals of France, that
an of about fifty-five vears of age was sit-
Jag in a small apartment, on the first floor of
spacious mansion in the Rue de Provence at
i3, and attentively perusing the journals of
day that his valet had just placed before
m. This man was Mathien Durand. the
The deep wrinkles that crossed
B open and expansive forehead evidenced ihe
netnnt efforts of an active and laborious hife;
‘yez when he was unoccupied, which was
Mdor the case, his countenance beamed with
imevolence and good will, whiic the tone of
8 voice, at once cheerful and encouraging,
med just calculated to transfer to others the
ppiness he go evidently experienced himself.
might Le remarked, nowever, that he seem-
d 10 pride himself on this happiness raiher
un actually to enjoy it, and that he loved to

about him, as though he felt it only by
e effect it produced upon others. Not that
desired to humiliate those who approached
but rather to let them sec in his person,
¢ condition 1o which a man’ may attain by
ent industry and honourable conduct.

Durand’s physiognomy was that of a pow-
ul and vigorous intclleci. Embracing at a
Race, the most minute detail of the propost-
oat made to him by those who came 1o him
 dosiness, it was his custom, when he te-
ed, to recapitulate briefly, but with remark-
% clearness and precision, all that had been
i1 10 him ; after which he made his own ob-
atons, either complying with or refusing
equest, or at least modifying the terms of ut.

Inotherrespects, the prevailing character of |

1

1

In M. Durand's character there was also
one pecubar trait that deserves nouce here, and
which will be very percepuble in the course of
this narrauve, viz., a cold anc inflexible ob-
stinacy, that, however calnly and pohtely
mamntained, never could by any reasonmg or
persuaston be induced to change its purpose.—
And yet nobody was ever more apt than he,
of his own accord, and without any visible
reason, 1o alter his resolutions. For instance:
after having condemned a speculauon, and
with great clearness exposed the fallacy of its
calculations, he would be seen all atonce lend-
ing 1t both the sanction of s name and the
assistance of his capital. At another time he
would open an extensive credit with a mer-
chant, at the very time when other bankers
began to doudt his solvency, and when noone
was more aware than himself of the sorry
state of his affairs.  Every one was at 2 loss
to account for these decisions, so contrary to
his interest.  Some attribuied them to caprice,
and others to generosity; but to the former
idea was opposed the tact and prudence
that he displayed in the general management
of his affairs; 1o the latter and more received
opimion, the mflexivle refusals he gave to cer-
tain reasonable demands for a:xd. One man
alone attributed them to calculation, and that
was M. Tremont, the managng clerk of the
house of Mathieu Durand; but even he did
not explain what was the object of tlus caley-
laton. He merely replied, n answer to 3
question as to what system of anithmetic 1t was,
that could justify the loan of one hundred thou-
sand francs to an incolvent debtor, that it was
a species of “wndrect anthmeue.” What in-
direct arithmetic was the old man did not
think it necessary to explamn, but took refuge
n an obsunate silence, to which aslight wink-
me of the ove and an ahmost impercepuble
smile gave an air of profound finesse. Beitas
1t may, the established reputaten of M. Du-



