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already recorded our persuasion, that Mr.
Madison was entangled in the toils of French
intrigue ; and we have not formed that
opinion without, as we think, suflicient evi-
dence.  Still we do net desire to convey the
impression, in itself preposteraus, that either
Mr. Madigon or his coadjutors were so de-
void of patriotism, as to be simply desirous
of serving France, without a primary regard
to what they considered would hest conduce
to the interests of their own country. It
may be asked, however, how could it enter

into their minds to suppose that the interests
of the United States would be best promoted
by scleeting for their adversary the one
of the two offending nations which, in peace,
maintained with them the closest relations,
founded on a commeree eminently prosper-
ous and profitable; and, in war, had the
means of giving them the heaviest blows?
The force of this objection was felt Ly the
| minority, whose language we have already
quoted: “ 1f it were deemed expedient (they
urged) to exercise our right of selecting our

sense dictated the choice of an enemy, from
whose hostility we had nothing to dread. A
war with France would equally have satisfied
our insulted honour, and at the same time, in-
stead of annihilating, would have revived and
extended our commerce—and even the cvils of
such a contest would have heen mitigated by
the sublime consolation, that by our cflurts we
were contributing to arrest the pragress of des-
potism in Europe, and cssentially serving the
great interests of freedom and  humanity
throughout the world. Because a republican
government, depending solely for its support on
the wishes and affections of the peaple, ought
never to declare a war, into which the great
bady of the nation arcuot prepared to enter with
zeal and alacrity : as where the justice and ne-
cessity of the measure aire not so apparent as
to unite all parties in its support, its inevitable
tendency is, to augment the dissentions that
bave before existed, and by exasperating party
violence to its utmost height, prepare the way
for civil war. Because, before a war was de-
clured, it was perfectly well ascertained, thatn
vast majority of the people in the middie and
northern states, by whom the burden and ex-
penses of the contest must be horne alimost ex-
clusively, were strongly opposed to the measure.
Because we see no rativnal prospect of attaining,
by force of arms, the objects for which our
rulers say we are contending—and Lecnuse the
cvils and distresses which the war must of
necessity accasion, far overhalance any advan-
tages we can expect to derive from it. Because
the great power of Eagland on the acean, aw
the amazing resources she derives from com-
merce and navigation, render it cevident, that
e caunot compel her to respect our rights and
satisfy our demands, otherwise than by 2 suc-
cessful maritime warfare; the means of con-
ducting which we not only do not possess, hut
our rulers huve abstinately refused to provide.
Because the exhausted state of the tveasury,
oceastoned by the destraction of the revenue
derived from commerce, should the war con-
tinue, will render necessary aresort to loans
and taxes to a vast amount—measures by which
the people will be greatly burthened, and op-
pressed, and the influence and patvenage of the
cxecutive alarmingly increased.  And, finally,

because of 2 war begun with such means as our
{rulers had prepaved, and conducted in the mode
they seem resolved to pursue, we see no grounds
to liope the honourable and successful termina-
tion.”

“Whereas the late revacation of the British
Orders in Council, has removed the great and
ostensible cause of the present war, and pre-
'p:xrcd the way for an immediate accommodation

of all existing differences, inasmuch as, by the
| confession of the present secretary of state, satis-
[ factory and honourzble arrangements might
‘c:xsily be made, by which the abuses resulting
from the impressment of our seamen, might,
in future, be effectually prevented—Therefore,

Resalved, That we shall be constrained to con-
sider the determination on the part of our rulers
to continue the present war, aiter official notice
of the revacation of the British Orders in Coun-
cil, s affording conclusive evidence, that the
war has been undertaken from motives entirely
distinet from those which have been hitherto
avowed, and for the promotion of ohjects wholly
uncennceted with the interest and honour of the
American nation. -

Resolved, Tiat we contemplate with abhor-
veuce, even the possibility of an alliance with
the present Ewmperor of Frauce, every action
of whose tite has demonstated, that the attain-
ment, by any means, of universal empire, and
the consequent extinction of every vestige of
I freedom, are the sole objects of his incessaut,
lanbouded. aud vemorseless ambition.  His

arms, with the spirit of freemen, we might
openly and fearlessly eacounter; hut, of his
Yseeret arts, his corrupting influence, we enter-
tain & dread we can neither conquer nor con-
cetl.  Itis therefore with the utinest distrust
and alarm, that we regard his late professions
of attaciuncnt and love to the American people,
I fully recollecting, that his invarialle conrse hns
heen, by perfidious offers of protection, by de-
ceitful professions of friendship, to Iull his
intended victims into the futal sleep of confi-
Ldenee and security, during which, the chains of
despotism are silently wound round and rivetted
on them.”

Tn tho same strain, during the debatc on



