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"The Christian Brothers stand
To-day %vithin aid Mother Church, a brave devoted band,-
The Virgin Knights of Mary's love, the Galahads of hieaven,
The %veaith of ail their loyal hearîs ta Christ and Peter given
Lancaster, Uhland, Iacotot, andIesanzi-l
I lave had thecir day ;-the %world banth %vatched their systenms rise and fali,
But the grand method of LaSalle, sîill in ils nmellow prime,
Fur two long centuries bath stuod the crucial test of limie."

-ElE.NOIZ C. Dos.N:iiy.

N every age and in every
l and, the Chiurchi lias
proved hierstelf tbe A/na
Mfater of education.
E ven in the so-called
Il Dark Ages," Popes
and Bishops, Councils

and Synods, strenuously endeavored to
promnote the instruction of youth, hy
exhorting the secular prinices to foster
letters wviîbin their dominions and by
comimandingy the' clerg\ flot mnly ta
esîablisli pritiary schools in every panish,
buit also ta teacht therein whenever nt:ecs-
sary. Tnus by unliting efforts, the Clitrcli
at lengîh mucceeded in providing for 1 ie
instruction of lier youth by the mnultiplica-
tion of-elenîentary schools ai-d of higher
institutions of learning, throjuglioti the
Iength and breadth of Christendomi But
there was one essential of a Christi in
education that shie seenied unable to pro-
vide. Try as shie nîight, she could flot
procure good efficient teachers to whonm
she miighît fearlessly entrust the innocent
onies of bier fold. 'l'le clergy were unable
to respond to the cali of the bishiops to
teachi in the panishi sclîools, for it %vas
impossible for a priest t0 rernain all day
iii the scbool-roomi and at the saine tiie
to attend to bis nunierous and press-ing
duties as pastor. 'hle I)riest-teacher had
to neglect eir.her bis scli6ol or bis parish,
and tîaturally lie chose bo perforni properly
bis priestly office and to entrust tle school
t0 lay-masters. Unforwunately these lay-
teacliers were flot always inen of a goad,
moral character; indeed,too frequently were
they but unprincipied Ilgamesters, drunk
ards, profligates, îgnorant and brutal."

Thbis state of affairs, despite ail the solici-
tude of the Church, grewv worse aîîd
worse until finally tAie situation became so
alarniitig tîat, in 1649, there was formed
in France a pious association whose mieni-
bers pledged thenaselves to pour forth
uinceasing, prayers that Almiigbty God
iîht pive to France good Christian

teacheri. Two years later ivas born Jobhn
Baptist de LaSalle, fousider of the Brothers
of the Christian Scboaols.

Fromî earliest clîildhood,La Salle evinced
a inarked predilectian for tbe ecclesiastical
state. W lien yet but eleven vears of age,
lie rer-eived the tonsure aiîd five years
later w'.as made Canon of the Cathedral of
bis native city of Rbeims. In bis nine-
teenth year hie took bis degree cf M. A.
ah the University of Rheims, and then
proceeded to tbe Seiiîiary of St. Sulp;ce
iin Paris, wlîere for two years lie edified
bis condisciples by his exact observance
of tAie mile and by bis unostentatious
piety. 'lle deaths of his fatiier and
miother in 1762 necessitated his returu to,
the bosoni of bis famiiy in ordt:r to take
charge of lus younger brothers and
sisters ; but lie stili contintied bis theolo
gical studies, an i îi, as raised t0
the sublimue dignity of Ilpriest forever
according to, tle order of iNelclisedech'"
Froni tAie tinie of bis ordination nîay
be- said to date his labors and sacrifices in
tlîe cause of Chîristian education. His.
fellow canon and spiritual director, Fatlier
Roland, hiad some time previously founided
a religious sisterlîood for the education of
poor girls. Before bis death, wbich
orcurred a fpw weeks afîer LaSalle's.
elevation to tAie îîriesthood, the aged
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