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spirit to a remiote point o( S1)aCe, wvhence
you miay contemiplate the planetary or
solar systeni. Supp)ose the earth un-
know'n to you. Consider it flot as the
land of your birth and habitation. Con-
sider withi ultra terrestrial eyes the lilanets
that revolve round the'sun, the focus of
lite. If you suppose the phenoinenon of
existence ; if y-ou imagine that sorte' ot
the planets arc to be inhabited ; if some
one should tell you that life is abo>ut to
select a few of tliese ten maignificent
globes (the eighit planets with the sun and
inoon) to commit to themn the gerni of its
piroductions, do you tlîink, hionestly, thit
you wvould selec that smnall globe, the
cai th, without hi. .n previously endowed
those other niagnifice.nt worlds witb the
marvels of aiiated creation ? No, in-
deed !for the earth, when secrn at a dis-
tance, in an impartial spirit, possesses no
marked pre-eminence in the planetary sys-
teri tlîat you should thus give it the
preference, and, froni an astronomiicàl
point of view, the other î,lanets are as
well adapted to receive hife. Furthier-
more, God hias neither created rationil
life, nor lias He organized it, to be subser-
vient to niatter; on the contrary, Cod bias
crezted and organized matter for the sake
of rational life, ot intellect. 'l'le Alm-ighty
created mnatter first of aIl, naniely, earth,
water. air and otlier elemients, then lighit
lie divided the waters froin the earth,
raised the miounitains, dug the valîcys and
the deep lieds of the sea ; peopled the
earth the air and the water with beasts,
fowls and fishes ; tlien, and then only, He
created nian. Until then the universe
was like a beautifual but silent barp; nman
was the skilful band destined to cause its
barmionious cords to vibrate. And, loi
lite abounds everywhere in every shape
and formi. Not only the t.artb has its
more than eleven hundred millions of in-
habitants, the forests and the deserts
their numhberless wild animnaIs, the air its
countless tribes of birds, but every drop
of wvater has its three or four bundred au-
imalculaS; our very blood swarmis with
these multitudinousý arnd imperceptible
creatures. A tumor is but a lumip of
microscopic wormis; the juices of plants,
their leaves, the most fragrant flowers, are
s0 inany receptacles of these minute
beings. Wliat is the phosphorescence

of the sea but life in motion? Billions
of phosphorescent worms live in wvater.
Many millions of animalculaw can be seen
in a square foot of some kinds of stone ;
the sanie with regard to dlay. Let a
piece of clay rot away ; ]et animal flesb
be decomiposed, and Io! life springs out
of it. Death engenders life. Nowv, con-
sidering that God lias accuniulated lite,
as it were, inthe waters, the earth, the
air, stones and plants-everywhere ; is it
possible to suppose that tbese gigantic
planets, larger and fairer than the eartli,
prep)ared and organized as it was for lite,
are doomied to everlasting harrenness, and
thiat deatlî alone and the silence of end-
less ages shaîl exercise their sway over
tlîeni? It is not probable ; else man nîay
feel .pronipted to say God's wisdoin is not
equal to tlîe inighit of His amni.

Neithier faitli nor reason forbids us to
believe in the plurality of inhabited
w. )rlds. W~e inay give full scope to our
imagination. We are at liberty to inîlti-
ply astronomnical civilizations ; proclaini
tlîat in the starry plains and valleys tiiere
are countless tribes and nations, and al
degrees of plîysical and moral tempera-
ture, îrovidcd wve acknowledge God the
alpha and oniega, the beginning and tlîe
end of MI these rational beings. Suppose
tlîis to be the case, are these persons less
or perhaps more perfect tlîan ourselves ?
A\re they dîvided into bierarchies like
angels ? and do we occupy tlîe first, or
tlîe tentb, or the last place in that biologi-
cal gradation ? No one can say; but tlîis
I know : our lot is faim and sublime
enoughi tlîat we sbould not. hike egotis-
tical children, love our heavenly Father
any the less, because lie has given us new
brothers in regions unknown. On the
contmary, we sbould thank and praise hîiii
since lie bas given us distant brothers
w~ho l)erhaps glorify and love bum more
perfectly than we; for, to, each of these
inlîabited worlds, God, indeed, could
i;iake the necessary revelation ; bis word
as well as bis !)resence reaches aIl tlîe e.x
isting spIheres. The supposition itself
that the inhabitants of these distant re-
gions may hiave been infected with the
leprosy of sin does not becone a serionis
objection. Has pmot the atoning effect o~f
our Saviour's deatlî reacbed millions of
men wbo lived and died tbousands (if
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