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His failure is believd to be result of defect
of ear, tho by no means def, quite as much
s a defect of tung or palat.  Some of his
misspelings ar ‘sunderelents’ for *sundry
‘compreated’ for ‘complicated,’
ilaserlacions * for ' lacerations.’

The riter points out that want of power
1o distinguish vowel sounds is quite as
Ikely to be the caus of bad speling in comon
Mwords as carelesnes amounting to malice
repense, ov weaknes in machinery which
onects movements of hed with the oiders
of ear.  He continues :

wlor-bhindnes, vowel-sounds wud be more likely
to bo confused than consonant svands. ) far as
my experiments hav gon, I infer that inability to
distinguish consonants is as comon as awant of
Jiscrimination between vowels.

“The confusion causd by explosiv consonants
pis however more remerkabl than that from vow-
Js; the inoxperienst ear if dul at catching con-
Lonants is capabl of any distortion of sound. To
plustrate this, an experiment was tried with a clas
w! clevn boys, averaging 10} years, all able to read
Fluently, one or two being somewhat extensiv
eaders.  Some short ordinary words werselected.
which nearly all got right, and thon words spe-
Kialy to test power of hearing, some of which, it
Bwas hoped, they had never herd before. Hore ar
parintions of three words (italicized vowels sho
Buterchanwe in the hard-vowel scalo):

T me -

’
| difforont capable ultramarine
1. diefreant capbul ultremean
- 2. differont ultramarine
| 3. diferent capeperbul  altrermerine
k4. diferrent capporble altrermorein
5 difevant cameble oltremer
6. drifrent capablo untummerrein
7. diffrent capabybely ultrican
i 8 drifent capebtbel ultrenn
E 9. different capebale ultermeriem
§ 10. differant ackable ultomarien
8 11. differing caperble ultrumerco

“The room was a small one, and the words
loly pronounst twice, each word being ritn im-
pdiatly afcer it had been red out. The majority
f theso boys ar unusualy inteligent. The worst
Focler but one recited, soon after hisecighth birth-
fay, “The Datl of Liake Regillus®

“Twenty words in all wer red out. Among
Bliem wer ¢ yellow,” which all got right; ‘in-
tance,” five right, one of the best readers giving
finseutsess:’ ‘aniline,’ of which ther apeard
hese variations, ‘haniyne,’ *anileling,’ * anchle,’
ammiene,” ‘alilene,’ the rest being at any rate
goneticaly correct.

f “In majority of these misspelings wo at once
gletect want of experience in use of arbitrary
Fonection between signs and sounds, and feel con-
gident of improvement in time; but when we
find o particular fouetic mistake frequently re-
uring, such as substitution of 1forn in “uni-
ine,’ we suspect some defect either in riter or
flictator ; and, if posibility of mispronunciation
n the reader is eliminated, we look for defect of
par or hand, or both, in theriter. Sapose thatin
orrecting misspelings we find one or two who
n't xecognize & word after covrect speling has
cen Shown them, while others had no dificulty,
Bre concluide that car is fanlty in the rne or two;
nd if we find that the same individuals can re-
Bounize some sounds and not others, the fenom-
buon of sound-blindnes is establisht, and we hav
satisfactory reason for the fact that some per-
fons seem to spol naturaly, while othexs never
fern ; as, indeed, how shud a man lern to syel
ven foneticaly, to whom not only the printed
ign, but also distinction of sounds, is arbitrary
nd conventional 2 and how shud he not lern
vhose car is o torturing conscience 2"

“\We might hav oxpected that, in analogy with I

—To apreciate the point of a recent joke
in Grip, the reader has to recolect that gften
and orphan ar pron. alike, (r dropt.)

—* Mecanism of Singing Voice " is title '
of articl in Forum for Feb. by Austin Flint,
M.D. When we say that Dr. F.is author of |
a text-book on fysiology and prof. of the
same, the reader wil no what to expect,

—TItems of Interest is a monthly jurnal
of dental surgery, publisht at r413 Filbert
street, Philadelfia, edited by T. B. Welch,
M.D., $1 a year. It is advanced and pro-
gresiv as to not only teeth but speling: in_
Feb. no. we note thots (beter, tho'ts) for
thoughts, catalog for catalogue, mnld for
mould, hight for height, etc. Ve look in
vain for change of ph to f, which may be
taken as blu ribon of Am. Sp. and a moderat
begining ; nor do we find d changed to t at
all, as we find abscessed, cracked, and
checked, insted of abs ‘st, crakt and chekt.

— * Even most enlightnd Mexican farm-
ers stil persist {u using oxen of one color in
the morning and oxen of another color in’
the afternoon. They don’t no why they do
this, but they no that it must be right,
becaus their forefathers did it.”—(Daily
pater.) That is about the way it is with
speling in places not so far as Mexico. We
can see their stupidity but ar blind to our’
own. One wud supose the inconvenience
of hitching up the oxen wud be enuf to con-
dem it: just so with sp. We keep on sp.
so becaus our forefathers did—ther is no"
reason that wil stand scrutiny. '

SpeLING ProrEr Names. — In Laura
Secord, the Hevoin of 1812,a Dramna,and other
Poems, a volume just from the pres, ritn by '
a Toronto lady, Mrs. Curzon, the name of
the heroin is said to be traceabl bak to * a
certn Marquis D'Secor, a Marshal in hous-
hold of Louis X. of France.....On breaking
out of Revolutionary War the family di-
vided, the loyalists changing their name to
Secord by placing thed at end of name.”
We hav alredy noted that Mr. McCulla, of
Brampton, drops the useles and sensles gh
from end of his name. Mr. Tomas Bengof
(Thomas Bensgough) says he has taken the -
mater of simplifving the sp. of his name
‘“‘into consideration’ like our cautius ** }itl
tyrant” of a (provincial) premier. Itis to
be wisht that he may reach a favorabl con-
clusion. If the subject wer lookt up, we
hav no dout that considerabl ch:mgeflin sp.
of names has taken place. Those who hav,
¢ perfectly awful "' names ofn do, and shud,
improve them, especialy by droping useles
leters. Dr. W, Coburn, Ositawa, Ont., leavs
out useles ck ofn found in his name (making
it Cockburn. So dves Dr. G. H. Coburn,
Frederikton, N. B. Dr. McNaughton, New-
casl, Ont., and BE. A. Macnachtan, Coburg,
Ont., ar brothers. Variations in speling
names by diferent members of same conec-
tion ar comon. e



