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A CtYaill 751z liad t1la sons3, v. 11. It is inoV

said : "A certain king lîad twva subjects ";
or "lA certain nmter liad Vwa servants."
Sm'i is not nierely treason algînst a saver-
vigii, tir disobedience ta a master, but is,
ahove ail, ingratitude towvards a Father. We
cmnot, find language taa strang ta express
ffllr condeinnatian of the conduet, of Absalain
towvards David. (2 Sain. chanp. 15, etc.) Yet
every sinnier is, iii God's sight, gùilty af the
saine '%vicked. ingratitude and disloyalty.
T1here is na anc af us ta whain the words doa
itot apply : IlI have nourishied and broughit
up eilîdren and thev have rebelhed against
tt11027 (Isaiai ?1 : 2.)

IlJBathcr gire me tMe portion.... A4nd he divid-
cd vuo thc>n his living. God sometiînes grants
our foaliih and ignorant requcsts in order ta
coiiviice uts by aur experience --f aur fally
and wickedness in ain.Whien the Is-
i-aelites i the wilderness cried ta God for
suipplies, wc are tald tuat Il Ie gave thein
thieir request, but sent leanness inito their
souil." (Ps. 100: 15.) Again,w~hcntlhetribes
desiredl a, king, he gave themn Saul, that;
through their sufferings frara the arbitrary
and capriciaus tyranny af that monarch,
they rniglit be shawai low faahislî and wrong
thieir desire was. God givest tas the portion
wedesire, andanlawsus tago, as thie atîter lu
tilis p=rable perniittcd his son ta ]cavc homie,
that w-e niiav learin our hessanhi the biard and
bitter sehool of experience.

Andc tlwre wasted his substance in& riotous liv-
ing, v. 13. Siti is the great waseter. 1V
wast-es mancy. IVtutris bodily strength inta
wveakness. B3uV warse thian ail else, it wastes
inanhaod. It rabs the siniier af intelhectual.
strength. It destroys the moraal nature. Sin
weakeîis the wihh ; sears the conscience;
hiardens the hecart. A Scattishi wife once
said af lier lhusband, wlio hiad yielded ta the
power af strang drik and ]îad been led
away by evil campanions: Il He used ta bc
a firra and manly fellaw, but lie is a baimni
noa."ý Alan!1 such have ail the wcakness,
but noue of the innocence of cbjîdren.

Ta f<'ed swine, v. 15. The progress of the
prodigal begai 'witlî riotous jay; the ne-t

stage unvs want; and the end Nvas bandîage.
Siti de.cui ves by znaking fair promises talutro
us on to our ini. Petectives have soine-
times capturcd a crimninal whloîn they hav'e
tm cked (iowil, by pretending ta bc bis frieîîd
andI so a iling lis confidence, until saine day
they have persuaded himn to try 0o1 a pair of
liandculis as a more jest, and then sniappiîîg
te spriiîg tiat locked theihe taken lii

an easy prey. In likze inanner sin ir.inisters
ta the enjoyment af its victiîn and then,
wvhen lie is thrown off his guard, readily en-
slaves Mtin.

A1fd auhen le came Io lîimself, v. 17. As long
as we arc living away froin God ve -are not
acting out, aur true self. The inan who lives
in sin is beneath hhnself. No lionest ivorkz is
beneath us, but every kind of wvrong-doing
is. Gareth. was not beneath. inîseif wheni
lie servcd iii the kitchien of King Arthur's
palace, but lie -,vould have been beneath
Iimuseif if lie hiad joined la the lov conver-
sation and ribaid jes.s af hiis fellaw-servants.
Wark neyer degrades, sin always docs. Sin
keeps us living in a, dark and disinal ce)lJar,
'whani we aughit ta bce cnjoyinig the briglit-
ness and beauty af the upper rooams ia the
palace af lufe. W'ýe camne ta our true self
whieïi we farsake sim ; until then. we are be-
neath anirselv'es.

Ipc?islt ivitlL hungcr, v. I 7. It i8 aur need
thtbrinigsus back taGod. Ainati wilI nat
go0 ta the Physician2 until hie feels that lie is
sick. ýý 'evillinat seek Ithe Saýviaur until we
setha.tive are lost sinners. This parable
does not, tell lis lîow mon came ta Sec that
they arc sinners and that without Christ
they inust perish ;but we ]eamn elsewhiere
that it is the worlz of the Holy Spirit ta
show usaur guiltaind danger.(Jh16 .
TJntàH Ile cames ta open aur eyes, wc keep
on believing the devil's lie that %ve shall flot
perisli thaugh we live in sin. But H1e con-
vinces us that as sinners we must either re-
pent or perishi.

Iiil arise and go Io myfathier, v. 18. After
ahi, we have the power of choice. \Ve can
resalve, ta farsake the service of sin and re-
turn ta aur truc position ns sons of Gad.
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