
could have been tirouight. Even Julias is too 29. Took up his, corpse "Tradition
far away b .satisfy tbc requiremients, of tbc tells us tliat ilcrodihas ordered the hieadless
Stnry. trunk 10 bie ilung out over the liittlemients for

28. The dameel gave ltto hor mother. dogs qand vultures to devoulr." C îrr)Mat-
-Horrible as tis appears to us, il conforms thie% tells uis that îNhen the disciples biad sor-

to a cuistom of these urnes. Jeromxe refers, tu rowfully laid away their dead miaster, they
this incident, and says tbat 1-icrodias treated came and told Jestus, and that he, ivhen he
it with savagc iiudignity. hear-c of it, sougbî the solitude of the desert.

SUMMARY AND REVIEW.

I. Johni %vas only about îbirty >,car% of age %vhen lie wva behcaced. 1-lis career lind been
a1 notale mie. WVilfini a %hort mîinistry hie binc %vnn for biiseW the highieqt bonor evcr pro.
nnuilced uploli a 1)rophet. lesus said of liiim, 1' Atii-mig those dit are horn of woinun there is
lnt a greater prophet than joi the Baptist." As if to set forth bis greatness, bis deafli is iii
the rnidst, aund at the bauds of those svho, morally, were bis greatcst contrast. The humble
heralci of the àl"essiali proves lxiimself a faithful wltness for righteousness, nul miiiii
tbe desert and at the Jrai but cý,îx iii the corrupt court of the prolligate 1lerod. 1l li hd
flot feared to tell the svickcd tetrarchi of his cvii life, and especially (lenounced bis unîQwfui
marriage %vith his brotber's wife. H-erod's coarser nature did flot fe the siing of those
rebulies so much as clid flcrodias, wvhe sas insulted in a mnarner neyer to be forgiven. fiers
%vas a heart that k-newv no shanie or reniorse. While rcspccting the sacrcd characr of John,
andi nakig soine feeble atuemlptsa:î reformiation, 1-croci was, nevertheleas, drivcn by l11rodias
10 the unjust Imprlsonment of lus faithful admlooishcr, 1)1t bis own inclination und thIe
feuir of consequeces resta ioed hin froin acting as ber tool in the acconiplisbrnent cf hier mur-
derous (lcsigos. Trhe prison wvas perbaps tbe safest *ce~ for John, if the assassins of Ilerodins
were abroad. Stitl Herod stifliec conscience, %v ile the patient prisoner ineekiyawIaitcd
God's will, and sougbt comfort from Jesus.

Il. Nosv came the opportune moment for Herodias. She knew the custcmns of the feat
and the road to the heart of the licentious king. Carefilly scbooling ber daughter to play lier
part, she %von, tbrough bier dancing, tbe rash promise whicb gave lier ail ber revengeful
heurt wvas thirsting for. Herod might %vritbe but in vain. A false sense cf hionor was guarantc
enough for !Icrodias. She bad asked more than hie proinised to give, but flot in the estimation
of values beld by the revellers. jobin's head counted for little t0 tbem. They, toc, %vould
gluclly bear no mure of bis unpleasant speeches. So lIerod mnust not reject the damisel's boon.

111. In the dark, ularp dungeon of Machuerus a cruel murder is committed-beyond
the midnigbî stars a trlumphant martyr is crowned. Fiends laugh with Herodias wvhen
she mocks at that noble bead and bosses the corpse over tbe battlieets 10 the hyenas and bbc
Iizzrds; but angels %veep Nvitb the sorrowving band %vho reverently biîry the Ioved form andi
go and tell Jesus.

Afîcr drawing cut facts and noting obvious lessons along tbe Une cf Ibis sumnîary, briefly
sketch the contrast suggested :

THE GONTRAST.
H - An Uniawvful Miarriage. J - Humble I-erald of Jestus.

E -. An Unjust Iýnprisoniment. 0 - Faithfut Witness for righteous-

R - A Stifled Conscience. ness.

O- A Rash Promise. H - Patient Prisoner.

D - A Cruel Murder. N - Tri-amphant Martyr.

ROYALBTY ON EARTH rOYALTY IN HEAVEN


