. abbreviated their family tables’ giving only important names, or fitting them to cortain num.

.« the operatign. of natural causes, facilitated byr
; ‘

» Egyptian kit
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_ " and his-people prospered. | Rameses I1.reigned jointly with his-father for about 20 years-and -

i

“gervants, dependants-and retainérs, even hirelings which-might go-elsewhere: when.it-pleased

- hundred persons. Jacob’s'is not likely to have been léss; and if we allow ‘his-eleven, sons, -

R

IIl. The Genealogies. Turning now to the gencalogies of the period, we, find, as 3 -
rule, only from four to six names covering the entire sojourn in Egypt.  If these are all in -
close succession they do not likely cover more than 215 years, since the length of a genery-
tion at that time was about forty years.  But we must remember that (1) the Jews constantly

bers for memonic séasons i ¢, so as to remember thew more easily, and (2) we bave in
1 Chr, 7: 22 27 the ancestry of Jushua, who was.old cnongh to command in battle at the
time of the exodus (Ex. 17: 9-13), and.these-are ten‘in number from Joseph, through Eph-
vaitn, who was a-mere boy when his grandfather and-uncles came. to Egypt. These names
wsily span 430 years, -

-
IIl. The Numben at the E§odus. The!mte of 1ncrease was-no doubt miraculously
rreat, and we need have no hesitation-in accepting the:shorter date because.of it. But we
must not multiply miracles needlessly. The whole number which camedown to Egypt
“with their households” (Ex. 1: 1) has not been estmated to-exceed two or three thousand,”
yet on guitting Egypt they, were at least 2,000,000. The narrative implies that they aug-
mented in the ordinary wﬁy and:not by gro elytes, .Slaves;.as they were, could not- have
large honseHolds. of retainefs as Abrdhani had.  How long, by the operation of natural laws,
without violent interferende, wuuld'be required for any population to-multiply a thousand .
fold? Thejaccepted law-in sucha taseis that.population, under favorable circumstances,
doubles in 45 years. Undpr the-conditions, natural and artificial, imposed upon the He-
braws at least 50 years would be required. This is-about. the rate in England to-day. Two
thousand cdld-not have become tw million in 215 years without more striking phenomena,
occurring tHan the narrativé warrants-us-in sulgposing. But:in 450 years we have room for-
Lhe-divine blessipg, wathout any prodigality of
the miraculovs. * D

IV. Egyptian History. F.gyptian.tradution. placed the exodus in-the rej éf Ameno-
phis, the s¢h-of Ramesés the Great, 'the second of that pame, the Sesostris ﬁhe Greeks,
Helreignedjabout B, C. 1300. The now cgmmonly accepted date for the excdus:is April
I5th, B. Cy1317. This is quite in.harmojly with the statéments of sctipture,  After the
death of Pharaoh, whose teign was very long (Ex. 2; 23), Moses was directed to return- to
Egypt, was:-then 80 years-old (7: 7). 'The Pharach who had just died.could-not have
beenithe ong who'gave the inhuman-order for the destruction of-the male children, for .no

reigned so-Jong, but-he was -the monarch from whose.court Moses fled:(4: 1g).
tive therefore mentions-three Pharaohs. (1) The king who in; ted the »
hondage, (2).the one from whom Moses-fled, and (3) the'reigning sovereign at he time of.
‘the exedus. (Now Seti- I, the:father of Rameses, was.one of the most warlike kings swhe'
ever yuled Egypt, and he was the second of a new dynasty hostile to that under which Joseph

outlived him 47 years. He was the real raler for-probably 60 years. He exhausted his
people by his extensive blilding operations. The whole land. is covered with monuments
“ofhisreign. We can hive no hesitation in accepting the Egyptian tradition as correct.
{Phig faces of Seti T and. Rdmeses.I1 which-may be seen in-their mummy cases in the museusn
pt Cairo, wete those which thousands of toiling slaves.looked upon with dread more than -
%;moxeaxs aga. L

- NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS.

R . . el
" LessoN Pran. L . Blessed.of God. g% 13- IL Hated of Men, vs 814, .
b, BLEsseD oF Gob, I Names. See Gen. 46: 8-19. Household—This accord,
ing to the Hebrew idea, included not merely wife-and:-children, but men-servants and maid- .

themy, The household of Abraham when he went in pursuit of ‘Chedarlaomer, comprised
three hundred and eightéen-adult_males, capable of bearing arms, whohad all been ““bus
inhis house (Gen.. 14: 14). His *household” must, altogether, have exceeded twelve

R R O U A o U A

who were all grown up and had families, an average of two hundred apiece, their ““house-
holds™ \vculd?r%;ve amounted to t&wo-thousand two hundred; giving a-total for the-immigrants
of three thousand four hundred, (Rawlinson : Moses " Hes Lifeand Trmes).. B, Seventy
~>This includes Jacob himself, and Jeoseph and Joseph's-two sons. See ‘Gen. 46: 26, 27.
These were the “fathers,” Deut. 1o 22. In Adts 7: 14 Stephen makes the number 7%.
"I 'his number is obtained, cither by inserting five names from-the hstsin t Chronicles, or, by

adding nine sons’ wives to-the 66 who.are mentioned ih Gen. Jacob’s.mves -were probably -
dead.  If Judah (Gen. 38: 12) and Simeon {Gen. 46: 10) were widowers, there would -be
just nine davghters-in-aw. 6. Joseph died—at the age of 110 (Gen. 50: 26), after
ruling Epypt for So years (Gen. 41: 46). This was about 70 years after his father came Lo
Egypt. His body was embalined (Gen. 5o: 26)-and kept untii-the Israelites came toCamaan
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