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of the trol)s. lI-e imiiiediately mande a bridge
of boats across the river jut above the city, and
anothet jtsb below it, so as to unîite the two

ciamps. AndI iii the course of two days follow-

in- bie and his rmeu built four very large and
strong forts with thieir owni liands, for the
pioneers, who were ta do the digging, hind net
thien arrived.

Maestriclit had six gates, ani Pdr-nxa first

attexnpteJ the euie on the sou th-%vest aide, whichi
was calied thie gate cf Tongî'es. But wlwn at
length, he had battered down a portion cf the
wall near it lie discovered that the reselute mcii
and wonien inside had nîeanwhile beei. building
up anotiier fortLification righit agitinst the gap.
Se his soldiers could not gel. in, after al], witlîout
cressing, the new moat, and breaking down the
new ravelin. Rie therefere concluded te leave
that quarter for the present, and try the gate
of Bois-le-Duc, wbich was on the opposite aide
cf tlie city, next te the river. The ground
there was rather swampy, not te mention tlîat
the mnoat itself was sixty feet wide and sixty
feet deep>. But they contrived te drai'n off a
good dcal cf the water into the rivei', and began
agtain te batter the walls.

In the meantime, however, something else wus
on foot at the Tongres grate, thougli the Spani-
ards kept it very stili. Parma had a very
cuiining enginer named Baptist Plate, wvho had
seerectly comnmenced making an underground
passage te the new ravelin, ini order te blow iL
up. But the Maestrichit people snspected it,
and as they knew how te dig subterranean

p xssages vs weil as the Spaniards, they began

connterminingY iii their turn. Amnong the rest,
euie cf the wemen-regimciiints new devoted them-
selves te this undergrounid work, and historians
te!! us tîjat tbey proved very handy at it. They
hiad overseers chosen frein their own nuinber,
wlîo wvere calltud Ilmine-iniistresses."l

Su while the besiegers were stealthily burrow-
ing tlîeîr way toward the ravelin they wanted
te blow up, they were suddeuly iinterrupted by
the be.iced breaking right ijute their mine.
Yen tnay lae sure there wvas aulne desperate figlît-
ingf, deovn thei'e tinder ground, for ecdi party
was determined te drive the otîxer away. But

the aestrichet pcop"c contrived te stop up tiien thcy wvill nevcî miscau'ry.

the passage behin 1 the Spaniards, and then
deliged them with hiog-,shcads of' scalding water.

At another tirne tlity filled the mine with a
dense and sufi'ocating fimoke, blowing it throughi

the long winding gallerie-s by nîeans of the
great bellows of a church organ, at length the
besieglers abandoned their mine, thoughi it was
only to begiu another. I will tell yoti hiow it

turned out the next time.

T Il E BES rTEAT I CA.

CANNOT do machi," eaid a littie star,
Il "To make the dark worid bright!

My silver bea nis cati not struggle far
Through the folding gloom. of niglit;

But I'rn oinly a part of God's great plan,
And l'Il cheerfuliy do the best 1 cau."

" «What is the use," said a fieecy claud,
0f these few drops that [ hold ;

They will hardly bcnd the lily prend,
Though cauglit ini lier cup of god;

Yet I arn part of God's great. plan,
So my trtasure l'Il givu as well as I can."

A child wtit merrily forth V .ay,
Bat a thought, like a silver thiread,

Kept 'wiîxding in D out sail day
Through the happy, golden head.

Mother said "lDarling, do ail yon can,
For you are a part of God's grt.at plan."

She knew no more than the glancing star,
Nor the c'oud with its chlice full,

Ilow, wliy, anîd for what ail 8trange tbings were,
S.je was ouly a child at sehool !

But she thought, -'1t is part of God'a great plai'
Tliat even I should do ail I can."

She helped a younger chiid along
When the road was rou.li to the feet,

And she sang in lier heart a littie song
That we ail thouglit passing sweet;

And lier father, a weary, toil-worn man,
Said, I will do like%,ie the best that 1 eau."

Our best ? Ah, chidren, the best of us
Must bide our faces away,

«Wlen the Lord of the vineyard cornes to look
At our task at the elise of the day ;

But for strength froni above ('tis the Mater's, plan)
We'ii pray, aud Ilwe'Il do the bfst wo can."

ilWHNyou send your prayers, be sure to
direct thienu te the care cf the iRedeemer, aid
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