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of the troops. He immediately mude a bridgs
of boats across the river just above the city, and
another just below it, 80 as to unite the two
And in the course of two days follow-
ing be and his meun built four very large and
strong forts with their own haunds, for the
pioneers, who were to do the digging, had not
then arvived.

Maestricht had six gates, and Parma first
attempted the oue on the south-west side, which
wus called the gate of Tongres. But when at
lengtl: he had battered down a portion of the
wall near it he discovered that the resolute men
and women inside had meanwhile beer building
up another foriification right against the gap.
So his soldiers could not get in, after all, without
crossing the new moat, and breaking down the
new ravelin. He therefore concluded to leave
that quarter for the present, and try the gate
of Bois-le-Due, which was on the opposite side
of the city, next to the river. The ground
thers was rather swampy, not to mention that
the moat itself was sixty feet wide and sixty
feet deep. But they contrived to drain off a
good deal of the water into the river, and began
again to batter the walls.

In the meantime, however, something else was
on foot at the Tongres gate, though the Spani-
ards kept it very still. Parma had a very
cunning engincer named Baptist Plato, who had
secrectly commenced making an underground
passage to the new ravelin, in order to blow it
up. But the Maestricht people suspected it,
and as they knew how to dig subterranean
pessages s well as the Spanisrds, they began
countermining in their turn. Among the rest,
one of the women-regiments now devoted them-
selves to this underground work, and historians
tell us that they proved very handy at it. They
had overseers chosen from their own number,
who were called ¢ mine-mistresses.”

Su while the besiegers were stealthil ¥ burrow-
ing their way toward the ravelin they wanted
to blow up, they were suddenly interrupted by
the Lesicged breaking right into their mine.
You nay oe sure there was sume desperate fight-
ing down there under ground, for each party
was determined to drive the othier away. But
the Muestrichet peop'e contrived to stop up
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the passage behinl the Spaniards, and then
deluged them with hogsheads of scalding water.
At another time they filled the mine with a
dense and suffocating smoke, blowing it through
the long winding galleries by means of the
great bellows of a church organ, at length the
besiegers abandoned their mine, though it was
only to begin another. I will tell yon how it
turned out the next time.
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THE BEST THAT I CAN.

L@ CANNOT do much,” eaid a litile star,
“ To make the dark worid bright !

My silver bea ns can not struggle far
Through the folding gloom of night ;

But I'm ouly a part of God’s great plan,

And I'll cheerfully do the best I cau.”

¢ What is the use,” said a fleecy cloud,
Of these few drops that [ hold ;

They will hardly bend the lily proud,
Though caught in her cup of god;

Yet I am part of God’s great plan,

So my treasure I'll give as well as I can.”

A child weut merrily forth t- .ay,
But a thought, like a silver thread,
Eept winding 1n and out ail day
Through the happy, golden head.
. Mother said * Darling, do all you can,
For you are a part of God’s great plan,”

-She knew no more than the glancing star,
Nor the cloud with its chalice full,
How, why, and for what all strange things were,
S.e was ouly a child at school !
But she thought, * It is part of God's great plar
That even I should do all I can.”

She helped a younger child along
W hen the road was rough to the feet,
Aud she sang in her heart a little song
That we all thought passing sweet ;
And her father, a weary, toil-worn man,
Said, I will do likewise the best that [ can.”

Qur best ? Ab, children, the best of us
Must hide our faces away,
‘When the Lord of the vineyard comes to look
At our task at the cl.se of the day;
But for strength from above ('tis the Master’s plan)
We'll pray, and ““we’ll do the best we can.”

‘WHEN you send your prayers, be sure to
direct them to the care of the Redeemer, and
then they will never miscarry.
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