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would form together one manageable charge; ' of considerable flow, and adwirably adapted rm‘ ‘The very tering that aro employed when clders

and they are fully ready to_receive a minister— |
I'iie past services of such Githful young men as
Mesars. Swinton, Alexander, MeLaren, and Mug-
ray, have been duly appreciated  I'he camea.
ness and the skalful propricty with wineh the
prraises of God were sang m these Joealitivs, as
well a3 1w those of Tnverness, formed a pleas.
ing feature as an index of piona feeling, and o '
prouf of congregational argamzation  Sabhath
Schools and Bible Classes also appear to have ;
tieen successfully condueted.

In St Sylvester and Lieeds the number of fa.
nubtes adbiertng to ue canant be fewee than one
hundeed and twenty, Batthere are ot fields
wlich inust not be everlooked,

P'here are Frampion, Brougliton, and Kenne-
hee road, n all five dtations at least, and upwards
of one hundred avowedly Preshyterian famddies,
tt seattered at vaned distances aver a large ex-
tent of countey.  In connexion with a lined pase
tor at Leeds and St Sylvester, a lay mussionary
ar catechist for thoee appendages, would he of
preat valus, On the Keuncbee r1oad, the Rey
Sunon Fraver, now of MeNub, Jaboured for some
years,and our friend, Mr. Augus Macintoch, now |
in Scotland, i ane of his zealons mission tours,
firat braught ta hrght the existence of setilements of
Preghyterian famibies nt the other places, who
had reen many years without the knowledge or
the spiritux] aid of the Church whage chitdren they !
were.  In irgard to temporal support for al
gospel miniatry, there will be, as there has heen,
some dfticalty ; but there can be no question as |
to the eall of duty addressed to us, to ook afier
those clulihi»n of our people and of our Churel,
now geattered abroad.

On Monday, 220d, T went on to Tnverness,
where [ preached that day and next day in the
same dplace, and at the *ame hour, to congrega-
tions of betwixt eighty and a hundred.  On hath
accasiona, a couference was held afier sermon,
and every encouragzement held out to the people
to keep together, and to wait for more regular sup-
ply.  The number of famiies in Tuvernegsbelong-
ing o0 us, professedly, canuot much excerd fifty,
and they are for 1he most pant Gaclie,  T'o shew
thesr real desire to obtain a minister, they have
built a nice manse in a convenent situation., My
two day=* mtercourse with these excellent people, ©
was of the most pleasing kind.  Much intelli-
gence and warm hearted ety met my oliserya-
ton. I was greeted with real christing aflection,
and left them wah the full impression, that
pinua young nunister, having the Gaelic Linguage,
would find i tlus townslop a most promising
field of uscful labour. I laoking into the likra-
ries of the familics with whom Latay, 1 am efien
dehghted to find aa their proper places of mflu-
cuece, some of the standard warks of our uiost
vetierated authors ; aud here, T fuund that several
prous colposteurs from the United States had
given cxtensive cncnlation to new and cheap
editions of the works of the Flavels, and the
Charnaocks, and the Baxters, and the Howes, of
the yustly venerated Chnictian authorship of other
days; and, worcover, that these visnts of young
men, most of thewn aspirants to the minisiry in
the Preshytenan Churelies of Ameriea, had been
in other respeets pleasing and satutary.  Here
also 1 found ome promi«ng specimens of attain-
ment bath wm famly and congregational singing.
Need T add, that both in Leeds and Inverness, !
there 18 much physical beauty to meet the travel-
ler's cye; whie the “falls of loverness” re-
minded me of sinular scenery in other lands.— i

Disappointed was 1 to be told, that the river on
which these « falls” were, was not called the
Ness (as 1 had anticipated,) but the * ‘Thamea.” 1
This, however, did not 1ake from the beauty of the !
acene, |
Richmond and Melbnurne arc seveaty miles ;
from Mantreal—nearly hialf way to Quebre—on |
the line of the great Railway now in progress
from Mantreal to Poniland in Maine, U. 8, They :
are on 1he River §t. Francis, a beautiful stream, *

" sunits the fand 5 o that the only formidable bar

! —ah, that it would—nat, it may be, 1 the sordad

public wotks. A betterstation for an able and |
realons minstry there cannat be.  Short as was |
my stay in the distriet, and unfavourable as the |
cicemmstanees of avendmg iy vivg were, Teaw |
enongh 1o sati-ly me that dere the Presbyenan |
Churel of Canada onglit to take up a position in
right good enrnest 5 that wder a pious and popn-
lar mmiary, contheting and opposing elements

swill very soon be consohidated juto one compact |

mass; that the wann and bearty good-will of §
the neoaple will soan prove a thorough inateh for |
all the golden hribee ao reahly set fonh by he |
dewartish genias of a blasted residuaeysm 3 that !

. the spirit of one Clreh, 1f traly evoked, and her §

applianees hrought to hear ie the very thing that |

i the way of wmeerse jsemthe incensitnlity of 1
onr Chureli to hier renl ofary and greatness,— ¢
It deliglta me 19 think 1hat the Preshytery of §
the bounds is fully alive to thiese views of the
matter

I spentane Sabhath in this interesting locality, |

" aml preached four times on the Lord's day and

Monday.  Fo the friends in Danville, Richmond
and Melhourne, 1 am under ohligations for their |
great kindaeza. “I'heir pleadings for a resident
evangelical ministey hall not 200a fade fram my
wmemory.  (God grant that sach an invaluable |
blessing may sany he eajaved ; and then ghall )
the spiritual graces of the fovely district more than
vie with it physical beauties and convnercial ca-
pabilities

fIad it bren inmy power to have devoted at
least one month 1o missionary labours in the cast-
e toswnshipa, T might have obtained some jdea
of the extent of the field and the religious condi.
tion of its inhabitants. A whole ¢eason would be
needed to do auything Lke justice to such a
work ; and yet T know not a missionary tour
which, if propetly procecuted by 2 mumster of
Chirist of due expericnce and encrgy, would be of
more avail to the cavse of Ciinst and the inter-
ests of his Church in this western warld, ‘I'he
sapesinrs of these townahips are, propesly speak-
ina, the sharcholders of the American Land Com-
pany of London, and there are among them, and
ocenpring stations of influence, those whao have
felt the power of the trmh in therr own mmds,
and kanw the value of rebgion 1o the well-bemg
of a commumty, even o a temporal pomt of |
view. Wil ne apoctolic man be sept out from
the eapital of the Pritish empure, who, with the
weight of influence which that Company eould
command, and the far lofiier influcnce of zealons
and enhghtened chnstianty m lus heart, in his
sermong, and in his whole career, wonid devote
aix months to an enterprise which would aluost
to a cenainty issue in the permanent * hftng up
of a standard” for the people inhaliting one of
the finrst portions of the hahiable globe 1 O that
the Preshyterian Church i Eaglaad wonld think
of this, and, making common cavse with usin
Canada, send us, for a seasan, ane of these ablest
champions of the faith, accompanied by one of
their pious lay members,—cay a Nishet, or a
Bashiour, or a Gillespie. < The thing would pay”

dracs of this world, although there is gold i that
land too—~but in the durable riclies of the king-
dom that cannat be moved.  And, olt! that the
Fres Church of Seotland wonld rouse to her duty
as the noble herald of peace and salvation to many
lands, and first and foremost to hose whose in-
habitants speak her language, and where the pres-
tige 18 wholly and abzolutely in her favour.
‘Poronto, Jan. 23, 1853. R. B.
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ON THE ELDERSHID.
From Lcctures addressed to a Congregntion.
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aro addressed or spoken of 1a tho Scriptures,
strikingly hrng under our eye the peenliar du-
tics to which thoy azo set apart.  They aro en-
josned by Paul 1o feed the Church of God.  Pe-
ter almost supplics an cehv to tho injunction
when he says, @ Feed the flock of God—not of
constraint, but witlgly.,”  From which modo
of expression we mfer that the Etder is expected
to exlnlut the tender care, the unwearying pati-
enve, the vanlant aspection of the shephierd.-—
Ho must keep watels over the flock—sound the
noto of afarm when danger threatens—bo inti-
mately gequinted with every individoal nem-
ber, and feed them with knowledge and sound
understanding,  Substantially the same truths
are conveyed i those passages where clders are
represented ns ¢ watching for souls,’—as taking
tho orersmght hercof—ns made overseers by the
Holy Ghost. ‘Fhey imply that it is their duty
closely to examine—carefully to inspect—as if
the Juders were standing ot the door, and the
great whito throne were before them; to possces
at mtimute knowletlge of the names, nature,
wants, weaknesses, general and apecifie infirmi-
ties of the little flock :—in ghort, to follow in the
footsteps of tho Gaood Shepherd himsolf, who
calleth his own sheep by nume, and leadeth
them out, and who hath declared with respect to
them, « My sheep hear iny voice, and 1 know
them and they folluw me.”  But to come to par-
ticalars,

3. Tt is the duty of Elders to visit tho congre»
tian.  He would be deemed a careless merchant
who was iznorant of the clerks in his cstablish-
went, and the deseription of the goods that stock
iis shelves s or a careless commander who was
ignorant of the cliuucter and capabilitics of his
tien; or a carcless schoolmaster or shepherd
who was iznorant of the condition and circum-
stances of those cntrasted respectively to their
charge.  On the same principle hie may be looked
upon as a careless Eldor—as one who cannot be
saud to rule well—who ramains in profound ignoy-
ance of everything connected with these priceless
souls, to whotn lie has been sutfinoned to act as
an vveerseer.  Ths knowledge, of course, eannot
be obtained without personal intercourse, Ele
ders and people must come face to face in crder
to know oue another.  With other duties to at-
tend to, it would have been altogether unreason.
able, however, to expect cach elder to be per-
sonally acquainted with eachindividual connect-
«d with 2 congregation of average dimensions,
Henee the importance of a division of labour,
and a consulerable corpsof cfficient elders in or-
der to this being realized.  Unless there bea
number of clders, this dividing of the congrega-
tion into scctions cannot take placo ; and conse-
quently the visitation for which we contend, must
be in a large measure neglected. Thete is not
to us a loveher spectacle on this side heuven s it
forms, indecd, a picture of our Father's house,
where there are many mansions, than to see a
flounshing congregation partitioned off into so
many district compartments, with an clder that
rules well, in active superintendenco of cach. Ho
regards it as his house, which it becomes him to
set and keep in order ; its inmates, as Jike the
members of ns family, in whose welfare hois
bound 1o feel a more than ordinary interest. Ho
has twenty familics or so committed to his cate.
‘Twice a year or oftencr, as he finds opportunity,
docs he break bread amongst them from house
to house.  With roll book in hiand, the names of
parents and children are carefully registercd—
‘The period of each visit and any interesting in
cidemts that may have transpired, are noted
down.  The swperintendents of cach scetion
come perindically together, and report how mag-
ters are progressing in their respectivo enclo-
surce. By these periodical mectings they are

11 There is a second depanimenmt of daty | led to Jook, not every nne to his own things, but

peeuliar to the Elder ; the consideration of which
is highly caleutated to magnify the office in our
esteen.

|

every one also to the things of others. The af-
fars of cach are attended to, while an interest in
all is minintained,  Oh! there is nothing better



