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will; aud so nîaintain both God's integrity
and their own. Ohi, if tliey did but accept it,
and lioid it fast as it stands, trusting to
Christ to vindicate lUis trutb, liow Godr's
Spirit wvouid iead theni to see the divine
propriety of such a promise to tliose whlo
really abide iii Clirist in the sense in 'vhicb
Hie means iL, and to confess that tbe failure
iii the fulfilling the condition je the one suf-
sicient explanation of uîîanswered prayer.
And iowv the Holy Spirit wouid tien mnake
ýour feebleness in prayer one of tlie niigltiest
motives to urge us on to discover the secret,
and obtain the blessing, of fuit abidingr in
Christ.

"lIf ye abide in If1e." As a Christian
grows in grace and in tie knowviedge of tbe
Lord Jesus, lie is of ten surprised to, iind bowv
the words of God grow too, iii the new aud
still deeper nîeaning wvith wliicl tbey corne
hirn. lie can lozair back to the dlay wvleîx
somie word *of Ood 'vas opened up to him,
and lie rejoiced in the blesiing lie liad found
found in it. And af ter a Limie corne deeper
exp'--ience gave iL a nev. uîeaning, and it
we .s if lie nover liad seen wvlat it con-
tained. And yet once again, as lie advanced
in the Christian life, tlie saine wvord stood
before hiin again as a great mystery, until
ane'v tlie Holy Spirit led him stili deeper
into its divine fuinese. Oiie of tiese ever-
growing, never-exliausted wvords, opening up
to us step by step tbe fulnees of the divine
l;fe, je tie Mfa,;er's precioue "'Abide in Me."
As tlie union of tlie brandli witl the vine je
one of growth, never-ceasing growth and in-
crease, s0 our ibiding in Christ je a life pro-
,cees, in wvlili the divine lueé takes ever
fuller and more complete possession o*, us.
Tie young and feeble believer miay be rieally
abiding, in Christ up to tbe measure of bis
liglit; it is lie who reaches onvard to the
fuit ahidîng in the seuce in wvhich the Master
underetood tlhe words. wlio inherits ail the
promises connected witl it.

In the growingy life of abiding in Christ,
the first stage je thit of faith. As the be-
liever cees tbat. with all hie feeblenees, the
command je really meanz, for hlm, lis -g'reat
aim je sinîply to believe that, as lie knows
hie je iu Clirist, so now, notwithstauding un-
faithfulriess sud failure, abiding jn Christ je
hie immediate duty, aud a blessing 'ithill
bie reacb. H1e je epecially occupied wîtli
the love, and power, aud faithfulness of tlie
Saviour -feels hic one ueed te be believing.

It je not long before lie cees something
more je needed. Obedience and faith mnuet
go togtiier. Not as if to the faiti lie lias
the obedience must lie added, but faith muet

be made manifest in obedience. £iaitli ie
obedience at home and looking to the Master:
obedience is faith going out to do His -%vill.
Hie sees bow lie lins been more occupied
wvith the privilege akid the blessiîigs of this
abiding, tlîan withi its duties and its fruits.
There bias been mucli of self and of self-ivill
that lias been unnoticed or tolerated : the
peace 'vhich, as a young and fteeblc disciple,
lie c'ould enjoy in belie' nggoes frorn liir
it is i practical obedience that the abiding
nmust be maintained : IlIf ye keep My com-
mnands ye shall abide in My love." As be-
fore, bis great airn was througli the mind,
and the trutlî it took bold of, to ]et the heart
rest on Christ and Ris promises ; s0 floW, in
this stage, his chief effort is to get bis will
united witli the wvill of the Lord, and the
hieart and the life brouglit entireiy under
His rule.

And yet it je as if tliere le something
wanting. The 'vill and the liearb are on
Christ'c side; h e obeys and loves bis Lord.
But stlu], why is it that the fleshiy nature
bas yet so, mueh powver, tl3at tbe spontaneous
ernotions of tlie inmost being are not wliat
tliey should bel' The will does not approve
or allow, but liere je a regiort beyond con-
trol of the 'vill. And wby, also, even wlien
there je not so much of positive commission
to condemn, wvly so mucli of omission, the
deficiency of that beauty of liolinese, the zeal
of love, that conformity to Jesus and Hus
deatli, in wvbicli the life of self is lost, and
whioh je surely implied in the albiding, as
tbe Master meant it? There must surely
be sometbing in our abidin,, in Chirist, aud
Christ in us, whicli lie lias not yet experi
enced.

It. je so. Faith and obedienca are but the
pathway of blessing. Beor giigusti
parable of the vine and the brandies. Jesus
bad very distinctly told wbat the full blese-
ingy je to wbidh faitlî and obedience are the
iead. Three times over Hie had said, IlIf ye
love Me, keep My commandment,> and
spoken of the threefold blessing with which
Hie would crown sudi obedient love. The
Holy Spirit would come froin the Father;
tlie Son would manifeet if mself ; the Father
and the Son would corne and make their
abode. It ie our faitli g.rows into, obedi-
ence; aud in obedier1 ce and love our wvhole
beinggoes out and clinge itecif to Chirist,
that our inner life becomes opened up, aud
the capacity le fornied withiu of receiving
the life, tbc spirit, of the glorified Jesue, as
a distinct aud conscious union with Christ
and with the Father. The word je fulfilled
in us: IlIn that day ye shall know that I
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