Vor. XXIV.

CHRISTMAS
DINNEI.
This  strange-look
ing picture combines
a great variety of
nhju'!.~_ In the tir<t
plar'o we have thie
blessed star of [Deth
lethem, then the Jove
Iy angel figure wihe
seems to bhe <ineine
the immortal sone,
“(;lnr_\' teo Gl In
the highest™  qndd
another angel  bend
ing ‘over the sleeping
children in their cot.
dreaming no doubt «of
their fine Christinas<
tree in the foregronnd
with its strange frait
of Christmas tovs and
burning eandles.
FATHER
CHRISTMAS.
.\.“ one \ : “ ]l;l‘
read of the Caristimas
festivities of Old ]':ll;_'
land ecan overlook the
vyule log, whose cheery
blaze has eulivened
S0 many  Engli<h
hearths. A heathen
custom  gave rise to
this  practice  al<o.
About the same perieod
that we keep our
great  festival., the
pagans |l~‘1~v| 1o evie-
brate “ Yuletide.,” or
weleome to the new
vear. The wora “vale”
means festival of the
San. Those whe
lll-i'n-al io carry 7})-'
)‘Illl‘-]lv‘_’ were con
sidered safe from the
power of spells, and
those who at round
the merry fire made
up quarrels and were
at peace.  Twigs from
the log, kept  during
the vear, were I
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