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negleeted to nse the sponge-prog in tune,
the biokea gnstly biocked up one of the
nostnis, and again they whd him it would
never be better, s 1ip was uacisy, wad
utieasy titey said it would always remain.
Tiwey were bettee prophets than surgeons.
¢ No onu,® e wrote in 1816, on the anniver-
eary of the batde, <who has not been hort
in some pmt which affeets the sight, smell,
Bearing, o1 passage of food, can tell what
small but coustant suffering 15 andergone :
for thirty-six years 1 have uot known what
it'is 1o Lreathe heely?  Another evil, more

canablo of allevintion, ching to hin through
BIG=—al LA it LN cunvew to wnbd

duced by the loss of blood from his woum's,
and the after-bleedings of doctors, who then
supposed a process o bu remedial which is
now kuown 1o be estremely the reverse.
Many a gallant fellow, who would have
survived, was burried out of the world from
the faucet completing what bullet, sword,
aud bayeuet had began,

The fate which seemed always to await
Charles Napier in battle, and the awful
agouies he had endured and wis enduring,
tnuat be kept full befure the mind to appie-
ciate the heroism of the next action n 1he
life of this glonous soldier. Missena, torled
by the lines of Torres Vedray, and having
eaten up all the resources of the covntry
aroutud lum, was compelled to retreat ju the
bezmuing of RMaseh, 1811 The news eame
to Lisbon that Lord Wellington had i<sued
from his entrenchments, and was bard in
pursuit of the retiving encmy.  With his
wound still bandaged Charles Napier goton
horseback and rode ninetystwo miles upon
the sume horse in tweny.two hours, thres
of which wero spentin a halt, the only pause
he made in his wonderful journey. How
many suffering men in the world would have

erformed this feat for the sake of anneipat-
g by u few days the same dangers which
had always proved so fatal to him, and which
hardly anybudy else in lns condition would
have braved atall! He feared his favonte
horse would be killed by the exertion,
but this, he eaid, weuld be better thau being
too late for the action expected at Condeixa.
The horae, however, was worthy of hus ruder.
He did not even e, The regunent of Na-
pier was now in the Peninsula with he
main body of the army, and throush the hot
haste he bad made he caumne up with 1t on
the wmaming of the 13th of Alich,  On tye
14th he met o htter covered with a blanket
brought from the light divisicn in front,
which was o incessunt coaflict with the
rear-guard of the enemy. ¢ What oflicer,?
he said, ¢is that? ¢ Captain Napier of the
52nd, with a Lroken limb.? ¢ And thut P he
added, pointing to a second litter whieh fol-
Jowed. ¢ Captain Napier of the 13rd, mor-
tally wounded.” Without speaking a word
to cither of these brothers, both of whoin
happily survived to perform many more
feats of arms and add {resh lustre 1o the
name of Napier, the gallant Charles, not
daunted by the omen, hastened forwards
into the fight. Outhisoceasion he escaped,
but his progress was one of excessive hard-
ship. The French had wasted the connry
with fire and sword.  For two eatire days
and the larger part of a third lie did not taste
a morse] of tood. What httle he got to cat
at other times was chiefly maggoty biscuit,
and ‘though,® says he, ¢not a bad soldier,
hang mef I can telish maggots > The ex-
teut of 1he evil is pleasantly indicated by
the addition he matkes to bis letter, when
on looking from his paper, afier writing on
a fow gentences, hie subjoins, ¢ Thera! my
biscuit has run away on maggols? legs.” So
gaily did he express himselt while evposed
13 every musery most abhorrent to ordinary

flesh amd blood.  Bat this was hia notion of
a worthy soklier. ¢ The essenee ot wary’ he
wrote in lodevn 1815, ¢1x enduranee, and
not only that buta pode and @ory w priva-
oy and 4 contetupt for comfort as eflem-
mate and disaroeeful.?  Thero wore many
aprrits i the army who wers made ol the

siune immortal stutf, unbending as the gt |

ton fur his conduet during the previous re#
teat; buat the voice of Lord William was
not sufliciently powerful to prevail, and at
best would huve been a poor compensation
for the blow which was givento Major Na-
pier’s fortunes throngh the death of his
General.  Had Moore survived, the b0th
would have been supported, Soult’s anny

<tem of the ok to misfortune, and stirred ] would have been destivyed, and the young

s tcmlilf- as ity leaves by the distresses of
a comrade. During the scarenty which pre-
viuled i the pursuit ol Massena, Williun
Light, a young cavalry ofiicer, biad the uck
u') ob[uin:} loaf of bread, aud, though pearly
starvin y » enty i
Across The i fode, dwenty miles
imwminent peril of lus life, to ennvey his
prize to the wounded Nupiers. ‘Throwing
them his lonf, he rushed from the ruined
house where they lay without speaking a
sy lable, and hurried back to his rcgim:m.
Thuz it i< that one noble heant answers to
another; thi< is the way that heroes behave
to heroes.  “T'o this esample Sie Willmn
Napivr adds another, which we eive i his
words, wud not least for the question which
forms the moral 10 s tile 1—

¢ A temporary bridze near the Murcella had
to be destroyed by ponder during Mussenn’s ad-
vance; bit the mateh fuiled, the enemy poured
on, and the pagsage seemed lost : then a man of
Charles Napier's old corps—would to God bis
uame had been preserved for posterity 1—ex-
claimed, “ 1t shalt not fail— they shall not passt”
Sosaying he deliberately waliced along the struc-
turey 1 floating one, to the mine, relighting the
urateh, and Vending his noble hend over the
spark, continued to wateh its deadly progress
until the explosion sent liim from a world Lie was
t0o heroic to live in!  Why are young men t0id
1o ook in ancient history for examples of hero-
ism, when their own countrymen furnish such
s ns? :

A third instance of the gallantry is worthy
to be classed with those which have gone
before. During the pursuit in which George
Napier received his wonnd, one of his sub-
alterns, Lieutenant Giflard, behaved with
sich conspicuous courage, that many of the
French leaders kept exclauming, ¢ Kill that
officer.’  He was shot as the Enghsh skir-
unshers were retiring, and George Napier
chancmg to look back, saw his friend on the
wround and the enemy plundermg hin. He
sprang forward and with hbis sword beat ofl
the invaders.  Two soldiers who folfowed
him helped 10 raise the lifeless body on s
shoulders. They stopped at a short distance.
hollowed i grave with their bayonets, buried
the brave Licutenant wnder a tremendous
fire, and then, giving three cheers, rushed
forward upon their fies and avenged death
by dexh.

All the Corunna Majors who commanded
a regiment or a detachment in the action
had Deen promoted before Charles Napier
asked penmission, 10 May, 110, to jom the
lizht division as a volunteer. Unequal are
the chances of war.  He who was first w
merit was the last 10 be rewarded, and the
advancement which he considered his right
was denied. < But,? says Sir William, <he
c:usilg obtatued leave to risk his life again,
that being a fuvor which gave him no claim,
and anght get rid of one.” His very gallan~
ey had operated against him. He had gone
so far in advance of everybody else, that
balf his deeds were unknown, aud his pre-
sumed death pat him out of the question
while the battle was fresh in men®s minds.
Lord William Bentinek, indeed, who saw
Ling tall, had testified that the immediate
cause of the victory was due to his disection
of 1the §0th regument, which bore the brunt
of the action, and that apast from this signal
service he had reason to believe that Sic

t John Moors had intended to ask his promo-

sohbier whose name was not su much as
mentioned 10 the despateh, would have oc-
cupied tho foremust place ot hovor.  His

| subsequent services and wounds rendered
lit impossible to overlook him any longers

and in July, 1811, he wus made Lieulenant=
Colonel. “Even this tardy actol justice was
accompanied  wiy ot atleyy fae hia new
regimeut, the 102nd, had returned" Pmm‘
Naw douth Wales completely disorganized,
and he was ordered to leave the Peninsula
and take charge of it immediately. He
jowed it at Guerasey in January, 1812, hav-
ing first been detained by the Guadiana fe-
ver at Lisbon, and, while still broken in
health, was ordered in Juiy to Bermnda.
When Charles Napier first served ¢ under
the great Captain whose transcendaut ge-
nius,? mthe words of Sir William, ¢anima-
ted (e war with o glory dazzling o con-
template,” Wellington was surposed to be
a general of no capacity. Tull of the fine
qualities of Moore, influenced by the cue-
sem opinion, and believing from Lis own
judament that ‘Talavera was a nistake, the
voung Major coukl not Le expected at the
outsel 1o take a just measure of the vast
powers of his chief. But he was fartoo good
a soldier himself not to recognise military
greatness in others, and he speedily detect-
ed the combined sngacity and prudence of
his commander. ¢ Errors,? he said, during
the pursuit of Massena, ¢may have been
committed , all generals commit errors, but
this successinl campaign renders him one
of the first of his time.” Napier was long
enough in the Peninsula to learn the lessuns
of his master, bni he strove, says Sir Wil-
liam, ¢to adapt Wellington’s system of war
10 his own peculiar tury of mnd rather than
to imitate ity lor he kuew sheir iliosyncra=
cies were diflerent, aud felt the force of
Michael Angelo’s guaint apophthegm, that
«he who follows will always be behind.??
The future conqueror of %inde bestowed
equal attention upon tho tactics of the
Freuch; but here again to adapt what was
good to his own system, and not servilely to
copy them, ¢sceing early that war, though
urder oremt guiding principles, is so vastan
art as always to admat the display of original
krowledge ; there is much that is beyond the
reach of rules, and which the proficient him=
self is unable to explain, but in nothing more
than in military sciznce. <I have fought
many battles,? sud the Duke of Wellington
to Sir William Napier, ¢aud have acquired
an instinet about them which [ cannot des-
cribe, but 1 know low to fight a battle,?
Every movement of the enemy, every ac-
cident of ground, every circumstance of sit
vation, every blunder of subordinates or an-
tagonists, every change in the feelings ot
the troops communded or the troops oppeseds
will modify the measures to be taken; and
s0 enarmous is the sagacity required to learn
and appreciate the infinite variety of partis
culats, nanu so sustained the energy of mind
and body essential 1o keep moving, without
derangement, tae complicated wheaels of the
mighty machine, that no man entirely mas-
ters the diflicnity. He is the greatest gens
eral that commuts the fewest mistakes.
Colonel Napier artived, weak and sickly,
in Bermuda in September, 1812.  hausu-
ment to & distaut island, while every vlse
i Europe was beating quicker with the



