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and destroys them aIl. 14 Soitvaç i the days of Noab, so it was aiso
in the days of the Son of Man," and so, it ivili be te the end of the
world. In a word, thierels ne mnagie in the Bible te, operate without
reason an(I conscience ; and there is ne religion in inan witboutrevela.
tion. If we lay aside the Seriptures lire have ne standard to, j udge
by ; and if we have noj udgment the standard is of no use.

LZet us apply these general observations to particular cases, in order
te understand*how the Spirit of God «leads" ail good nien. Weîhave
determined tlîat it is by means of Scripturc trutlis,,and tlîat it implies
the exercise of sorne dispositions in us. I ain. aware of the q!iestioiis
-you. wili ask, and I only defer stating the question tili itcomnes proper-
ly before us, as it will presently by suppqsing a case, wliceh is flot a
mere supposition, because it cones tn pass every day! Suppose 9,
magn, who, lad noever thiouglit of religion, to, lose by death the first of
ail eartlily ploasures, the agecable partner of bis life, or, as a Pro-
phet, cails bis wife, "9 the desire of bis eyes."' 0 dreadful caýlaînity,
sound fit te, raise the dead! "eSont of man, beliold 1 take awvay front thee
the desire of thine eyos witb a stroko ! 1 spakie unto die p)eople in.teq
morning, and at oven rny wife died." Awhile the inau tliunderstruck
caa hardly believe it true, and hopos against liopp, tifl1 tirne, cruel tinte
kilis bis hope, and drives himu te despair. The more lie.thinks, the
more occasion he soos for grief. E very tling Lie sees pierces lmim t>
the hoart, and in every place a levely p .icture of ber that iras, and the
ghastly foaturos of lier that is ne more, meet bis. eyes, and ni.elt down
ail bis soul in woe. The sun does not shine, tbe stars (Io iiot sparkle,
tbe flowors do net scent, the world docs nQt luok as it used to, do; the
world seemns dcad. bis bouse is a tonîlb, and ail lis doinestics dreary
ghosts. Nov lio feels the vanity of the %yorld, takes. up. bis iBible,
porbaps to look after the desire of his eyes, and try Nyhether be can-
find iany thing in lber plresent state te, assuage bis paiin. Tlhis man bathi
religion to, souk, and it is indifferent, which end of the Bible lie begins3
at-ither xviii " lead" hini right,' If witit the Prophets, they wili
hand himt on fron one to, another, 'tilI tbey conductý huaii downward to
Christ; if with. the Aposties, tliey wili direct bim, upNvard.to the saniq
porsen, wbo is a"4- light to lighten the Gentiles, and .th glory of the.
people of Israel."- This man, thus led te, Christ, will be instmucted by
roading bis sermon~s, by observn bis actions, aid by exanining lhew
his A posties understood and explained bis mn *aniing, by applying it-tQ
several cases, both of inidividuats and col lective, bodies, îvtùch. felU ont
after bis death, and during their inspiration ; and perceiviug the truth
and boauty of ail this, and fimding a satisfaction ini it caliniug his mmid
and producing in bim a pleasure neyer exp)eriemceýd before, hoe Nwil bu-
corne a convert to, the Christian religion, and choosu tu nialke thie trutbs
of it the ruios of bis actioni, and the ground of bis hope. Thbis nianis
led stop hy stop to a momtent iii life, iii îvbich lie becoies a neîv man;
rises, as it wore, front the dead it-e nuîvness of life," aud whon. be
nuakes bis appearance amtong Chiristiais, thei question ivili naturaily
bo asked, le Who- hatli begetten me this niait ? Who biath brought
Up this man ? 'Where bath lie boun ? Christians, conte round this
maan andc inqgire ; lie is of age, ask, limu, 1he.shall sVçeýk for. hiiseîf.


