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It is easy to multiply the proofs
of teexistence and spread of
Christianity on the wvestern shores
of Britain and Scotland in the ear-
liest ages of the Church. Rome
was a Christianç colony long after
Christianity was wvell established in
]3ritain, where it had been derived
frein the East, and flot fromi the
West. It w'as, therefore, older in
]3ritain than in Italy.

The mission of St. Augustine,
under Pope Gregory I., to East
England, was commenced in the
year 596, jU5t 538 years after the
Gospel had been received and
taught along the western shores of
Britain.

Therefore "Rome is no mother
Church to Britain, neither by con-
ception nor education, for the
Church of England was neither
conceived by Ronie, nor nourishied
on her breast, but was a virgin of
full age, when her pretended mo-
ther wvas in her swaddling clothes
and cradie."

The independence of the Eng-
lish Chiurch ivas neyer wvholly lost,
though after the intrusion of Au-
gustine and his monka in the sixth
century, the Roman Church forced
herseif, by dint of cruel 1)ersecu-
tion, and the pomp and arrogance
of foreign and obnoxious intrusion,
into the position of an unnatural
stepmother, tili the times of "1pious,
glorious, and immnortal memory."'
when reformatlon, and restoration
of the Church %ýas accomplished
(not by that wicked and lecherous
King Henry VIII., but) by the
"Convocation of Canterbury and
York," regularly assembled. John
Wickliffe wvas the "morning star"
of that refbÂrnation, one huuidred
and fifty years before it was accom-
plishied, while even he ivas preced-

ed by many lesser lights, protest-
ing against the errors and usurpa-
tions of the intruding Church of
Rome.-Seleeted.

MAUNDY THURSDAY.

In the early ages of the Church
every Wednesday was kept as a
fast because the Wednesday in
Holy Week wvas, as it were, the
beginning of the great end It was
on that day that the Jews in their
great Council agreed to take away
the Life of Hlm "Who came unto
His own, and His own received
Him not." It is literally the be-
ginning of the Passion, the first act
in the greatest drama upon which.
the world ever gazed ; upon which,
GOD'S sun refused to shmne, and
the earth trembled, and the rocks
did quake, at the awful sight of the
Incarnate GOD hauging upon the
Cross.

But somehow between the Wed-
nesday and the Frnday in Holy
Week, between the Betrayal and
the Crucifixion, there comes to us
a strange solemn, brightnes "s aniid
ail the tale of sorrow and suffering
to which wve are listening; it seems
as though to help us to bear ail. the
agony and humiliation of Good
Friday. Maundy Thursday comes,
telling of the Precious, Inestimable
Benefit which Jesus left His
Church before He went away, even
Himself to be with 'us for evermore
in His own most lIly Sacrament.

Maundy Thursday!1 The very
word speaks to us of love ; for it is
called Maundy from. the first word
of the Antiphon for the day,
"..4andalumn novmn do vobis; ut
diigati-s iinvzcemj" "A new comn-
mandment I give unto you, that ye
love one anothier.y"-Seected.


