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SOCIAB3ILITY IN GOD'OS HO)USE=.

In the Ioud, long, and persistent
deniand for social aud personal re-
cognition on Lhe part of those who
ally Lhem-selves with the parish, there
has been so.nething very pathetie.
Such recognition, in a fair measure
and inl a legritinate way, ought to be
accorded. Blut is there not a serions
danger nienacing us in the custoin
whicb is evidently growingr and that.
too, with scarcely a word of protest
against it? A kindly gyreeting may
with pro priety ho griven in the church
aisie. But wvhen, so maliy cases rigrht
bere in our own diocese, the uinembers
of a congregration lise froin their
knees te engage in con versation upon
ail sorts of topics, is flot the loss
greater than the gain?. The justifi-
cation or the custoni is the necessity
for the cultivation ofgrood-followsliip.
But is grood follow-sbip, of the sort
secured under these conditions,
worth the loss of reverence for
God's house whichi inevitably follow\s
sucb a course ? One can un'derstand
how this questionable custoi lias
grown up. The church building bas'in niost cases, heen tbe only avai1-I
able Meeting place for Snnday
schools, mnissionary societies and
guilds. ]In gatheringys of this sort it
bas heen difficult to restrain allusions
and references to secular matters, and
ahinost unconsciously we have grro'vn
to tolerate this xnisfortune as a necess-
ity. Now, alas 1 the sense of irnpro *
priety, not to say sacrilegre, has been sù
largely lost that both priest and
people wvil1 stop in an aisle, or even
in the chancel. and before tbe altar,
and chatter about ail sorts and kinds
of matters.

In the smaller parishes thie grreat
desire to give thc cordial welcomc
to the naewýcoiiers bas led to serions
abuses. If a congregation is at libçirty

after the close of a service to chaif
and hanter with each other, if at
that tinie men and women May con-
verse upon any subjeot, lias flot, the
practical bearing of that text, "«The
Lord is in H-is Holy Temple" been
lost ? The zhuych ougrht not to be
made a place for visits of a social nat-
ure. The home is the place for that
and, if ive want to make people wel-
camne, if we wvalt to iake theni feel
that they have found Christian
f ri ends, let us go back to their bouses
and assure thern of the fact. The at-
tention which, we show each other in
a churcli aisle is a very cheap one for
ourselves, and iight-minded, people
will sec that it bas cost us nothing.
The cnly trouble we have taken is
to rise from our knees and turn
about to the man or woman we care
to grreot. Suppose that in the place
of this economical sociability, for the
sake of reverence we restrain our
speech until we have reached, or
passed from, the chureh porcli. Then
cordially speak the kind word, and
follow this up, from Lime to Lime,
with a friendly caîl. Would wve
not attain our end and at the sanie
Lime respect an important principle?

General conversation i8 certainly
out of place in God's house. That
place should be sacred. Wheî'e the
Gospel is preached and the Sacra-
nients administered, no word should
be 51)okefl that could divert the mmid
fromn those gyreat subjects.-Michigan
Church Life.

THE, Enqlis1b Ohurchrnan, London,
Engyland, says that a Unitarian min-
ister lias been advocating the adop-
tion hy theý Free Churches of somie
form of the Confessional 1 The
ground of this proposal. is said to be
the prevalent. irnmorality among the
Young.
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