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Ducks,

Dregs possesa many excellent
qualitics, such ns justly eutitle
thew to & place of high distine-
tionn among the tennnts of the
ponltry-yard, - They are quiet nnd
Burmiess In dispusition, so hardy
as 1o require hut little of that care
without which fowls droop and
perish, while they will subisist np-
on nlmnst any sort of food, and
are excellent zcavengers, disposs
ing of all offal und waste in a most
Aupmary manner, A fenee of or-
dnary bhaght coulines them by
day, and an epen shed s all the
shelter they wsk at wight.  Their
flesh is deservedly vsteemed for the
table, and 3 given number of their
eggs, is equal in enhaary value to
twice the number of hen's vggs.
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Natnralists count nearly a kun-
dred species of the duck geans
seattered over all pasts of the
warld, but there i3 not n great
vaviety in owr domestic dueks
The fotlowing «iv kinide comprise
all that pundiry-keepers fn gen-
eral vegard ax worthy of attetion.
The Connnon, the Museory, the
Ayleshury. the Roueq, the Crest-
vil, and the Buenos-Ayrean duck,
The two lost mentioned varieties
are chiefly valued as ornamental
bivd<. one woubi almust as seon
think of eoaking a pald fish for
hreakfust as of doginiug oue of
them to the spit.  The eomnon
duck is well enough known to
weed go deseription, and we pro-
cvad to ive itlustrations of the

MUESCOVY DUCKL

remzining three kinds just named.

We begin with what i3 usually known us the Muscovy duek, though its more ! their targer size aund handsomer apperriner.  the Museovy duck has con-

correet panie s the Musk, or Brazilian duck,
come io be calfed after a country which certainly never wimessed its exist~
ence in a wild state, it being only found wild in Sonth Awmerica. It is called

the Musk duck from the sup-
position  that its plumage
emitted e odour of musk.
This species i3 ot varions
colonre, commonly vark
gated with black predom-
toant. The male attuins
much larger size than the
female. The drake has on
the cheeks caruncles as red
as those of the turkey,
They have 2 strange aver-
sion to the water, seldom
gaing  near it eyeept to
drink, If throwe into a
streant, they will seramble
out aguin as o Mekly as
possible.  They fay abaut
the same number of opgs
as common dueks, aml are
preforable o thon only fin

It has by ~ome strange means

siderable powers of flight; but her mate’s heavier bulk is unfavourable
to lds nccompanying ber upon arial excursions.  Contrary to the usnal habits
of this genus. the top of a wall or the brauches of a low tree are favourite

N - resting places.  Their feet

are somewhat more adapied
to such uses than thuse of
other dueks.  If allowed to
spend the night in the bea-
house, the fomale will gen
erully go to roost beside
the fowls, but the drake is
tw0 heavy and clumsy to
admit of his dving so with
ease.

Travellers  assert that
thesze Birds, in thelr wild
state, perch on large irecs
that border rivers and mar-
shes, that they build their
nests there, and when the
Qucklings are hatehed, the
wother takes them one by
oue und dvops them into
the water.

Qur second filnstration is of the Axlesbury duck 3 much-esteomed variety | tion, R would be casy to bring thems up to 251ba. the trio,—the weight of the
whetever it s beer tested.  Its plumage Is snowy white. and it would | fisst-prize Aylesburys at the Inte poultry show in Birmingham, Eugland, said

be very valuable for the pure white dewn with which it is thickly covered, | o have been « the greatest show ever seen.™

if it had no other geod
aqualities.  Bul it is & good
lager, and a large aud
excellent table bird. It is
thought by many hHreeders
that the Aylesburys con-
sume less food than the com-
mon duck. They are very
quiet in their habits, and do
not keep up the constaut
“ quack, quack, quack”! of
the bird just mentioned.
The ducks represcuted in
our cut were drawan by out
artist from life. and wre por-
traits of birds in the pos
session of a gentleman who
vesides goar thi= city  The
specimens dragn averaged
wibs, earch, and were in
the ordinary condition in
which they have been kept
Al adater. Fod dun vaibe

The great beanly of this
breed consists in its snow-
white plunageq~the deli-

cate fesh-colonred bLill is

ROUEN, OR RHONE DUCKS.

also much admired. There
should be no stzin or ble-
migh,~no yellow tinge any-
where on the body of the
bird, and the bill should
be of pure roso-~colour,
without spots of black or
yellow. The .Aylesburys
ars carly layers, -~ heace
their ducklings are always
first in the market, The
eggs are white and of ex-
ccllent Qavour.
Buckinghamshire, in Eng-
langd, has long been cele-
brated for the great num-
bers of this breed, which
arc reared there, many of
them by the peasantvy,

Wenext give o ontof the Rowcw o Rlwus dandh  This & une of e most | tribes—easily fattened snd of good favour. Their usually dark plumage

useful and bardy varieties, somonhat larger thau the Ajleshbarys, uot very
a0 Y B cwrige B oo Hent tagers, - the best fayens of all the dack

is rich, and very nearly resembles that of the original witd duck., A well-
bred Rouen drake is a very fine looking bird.



