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resseti liea capable of proluction at iaif that priceshould
e pofitably enployetI; while for house purposes where

dit price of butummous coal reaches $6.oo and evtn in
Ottawa $8.oo per ton, a first.class peat fuel should return
very handsomtte profit tu tie producer. The great extent
and apparent value of the peat deposits in this country,
together with tie very large present consumption of coal
antd tIhe high prices paid therefor, would appear to warrant
the Most exhaustive stries tf experiments temhltng to solve
s-tifactorily the economic aspect of thequestion, not only
in tite production of a fuel suitable in every sway for
domitestic and steam purposes, but for emsploynent also in
tlt reduction of our iron ores and for the vartousother pro.
cesses concernied in tie manufacture of iron and steel. In
this cunnectiu we may be pertnte to qunte agamts from
Itrughat. " It is especially in ttetallurgical works
that very great economy resuits from the use of
our peat. We Wili attain amiong other tihmngs, botit
iron and steel of better quality, than by the employ.
mttent of cither coal or coke, since the coke therefrom con-
tiins no sulphur as ias been proved by numerous analyses
tmîade witih the greatest care, as well as by practical tests
conducted in our forges and binst furnaces, both tn the
ntantifacture of cast steel, cutlery, gun.barrels ani tn
te casting of the metals.

In a paper by Prof. N. S. Siaier of Harvard Uni-
versity, published in the tenth annual report of the U. S.
Geological Survey, on certain fresh water deposts mn tiat
country, ie remarks on thie subject of peat, that in his
opinion a good peat fuel could be produced at a cost of
$5.oo per ton with labor at $t.So per day. In view ui
tie restlts already obtained in tihe attenpts to work thle
Canadian deposits, as quoted in the Geology of Canatda
tS63, andt froi thte statements containei in Bruglhat's
treatise, as well as thoseobitained front the manufacture of
tiis uiel in Ireland, we believe that a first.class article
can be produced in Canada at a nuch less figure than ie
states. Such results, however, will only be obtainted
ly avoiding the mistakes already so often madle by those
Who have attentpted the solution of the problem, and by
paying due attention to tie quality of materal employei
as well as to the use of the best appliances for comtpress.
ing and preparing for market a ieat containing tise least
pssible percentage of ash and moisture, and in this way
obtaining results which will place this mate-ial more
nearly on a par as regards etTectiveness with nur best
qtality of bituminous coals.

1r. DICKSON-I have very little te add to what ias
alteady been said except to say that I have a company
erganized in Toronto and we have purchased the Welland
bog, and are getting machinery to turn it out on a large
scale. These here are simply satmples. It is the inten.
tion te turn it out in large blocks about three inches in
haettier for steami generating purposes, and about two
inches for domestic purposes. Wc fint iy- experiment
tisai me can makie fuel for $t.io a ton. The moisture is
driven off entitely by pressure, and reduced te about to
per cent. Wc find the upper portion, that is after the
mos had been removed, nearly as good fuel as the lower
portion; and those samrpies tiere are made fron the
upper entircly.

The Welland Canal runs through the bog weh:ch we
intend operating during tie coming season, which affords
excellent facilities for shipping; and besidles that there
are several raihvays adjacent. It is the intention of the
conlpany when statted te start other sinilar operations in
the province of Quebcc where it is expected it can be
manufactured for $t.5o a ton.

ir. BELL-Vhat do you tihink you can put it on the
market for?

tltt. DICKSON-Olh, well less than ceai.
sR. DOUCET-I would like te ask if this sample has

bcen subjected te water.
bl . DICKSON-Yes.
blR. DOUCET-What suas your experience?
bIR. DICKSON--It is proof agatnst alil ordinary

mtoiture, but if soaket will absorb a certain percentage.
It has been soaked for several bours, but after beig
soaked for 24 hours it has absorbed] about 2o per cent. of
water.

M r. DOUCET-Is this pressei by heat ?
MR. DICKSON-No ; perfectly cold.
MR. DOUCET-Wiete dots this peat come from ?
IR. DICKSON-That is Quebee peat, from the

Champlain bog. I have several specimens from Vclland
and licrlin. liere is a sanple we pressei and which
males nice fuel.

Mie. GIBSON-That Hally (?) let has not been
ltred. It is simply pulp peat dri by evaporation.

iR. DOUCET-Ilas this ever been utrned ?
ttR. DICKSON-I don't remember the analysis but

I thik less titan 3 per cent. 2.og per cent. I think, was
ash. It is not pressed by hydraulic pressure.

NIR. BELL-.I woulssuggestthatr. Dicksonatsome
future time should give us soute details of bis process.

Mfi. DICKSON-If I bai had longer notice I would
hauc bcen glati to do so to.day.

PRoF. IIARRINGTON-1 have been interested in
tihn subject. I have had some little experience a gocl

ny years ago with it, and quite agrce with most of
wchat ias been said. I think there is no reason suy we
should not utilize prat in various parts of the country.

Members Dine Together.
In the evening about twenty-fe members sat down to

dinner in the Windsor Hotel. Capt. R. C. Adams

presided. The procetlings were entirely sans ceremonie,.
the evening being spent in songs and inpromptu
speeches.

CAt'r. ADANS, in opjening tie toeedeting said :-It is
very weIl for us to try and refor l te constitution of the
association, but I think tiat. it is more important for
us at a banquet like this to attend to our own con-
stitutions. And I think also thiat while it is well
for us te entarge our brains, it is stili more ii.
portant for us te entatgt our hearts; and i look on titis
social feature of the association as perhaps tie most
valuable. Wihat we gain by rubbing up against caci
other in hearty association does us pierhaips more gouod
that ail we can les-n fromi outr sety sise papers. I thimk
tou, tIhat e ate very fortunate in being miners, iecause
after a somtewhat extensive connection with the world I
have comte te the conclusion that tie most interesting
people in te world are tise mits. i o nul thin tisere
is any irofession which gives a man so wide a range of
vieu us that of mining. I ant told that in McGill College
tie very best course o instruction is thai of mining engin-
eering, because it brings one into contact with so many
dMierent branches of knowledge The uiner unlike the
sailor ias te be master of aIl trades anti jack of noue. I
never iteard of but one fault laid to mining; and it was
alludei to by a newspîapter, which said tisat George
Washington outil never have obtained his record for
veracity if he hatd Iecn a mining engineer. and had itad to
senti in a wveckly report of progress. There has some.
tties been a little doubt ats o tie veracity of the mining
engineer, I admit : but tie profession is a romtantic one.
The nining engineer has in hris vocation a great ieal that
is calculated te stimulate his imagination before bim; sud
it ss not a matter of wonder if he is temptedl te go a littie
ahead of the fact. But very ften the facts get ahead of
the imagination.

I think toc, that minets are not only the most inter-
esting people, iut alse the most useful. They are the
pioneers of civilization. In a new country the hunter
goes firsti, matks out a little trank, and finds a little bit of
stone which he brings in. And then the tmtiner goes out
and pitehes his camp and civilization follows. A settle-
usent springs up, and you wvill find that it was the tmmter
who was the pioncer. It was owing to the hardy miner
Of '49 thlat the great Pacific slope was settled up, and that
thlat region has become the Gardcn of Eden of the
modern wori, and that the great lacific railroads have
crossed the continent, and been the mecans of building up
homes for millions of farmers. It swas the miner who was
tie pioneer of ail this wvestern civilization. So that we
may' claim credit for our industry as havng been not onty
productive of interesting men, but also as having been
one of the great civilizing forces of tie age.

It is Weil for us to take a littie praise te ourselves,
especially in a profession where so ttuch is unappreciated
anti lookced upon as a matter possessing littie sentiment.
Vou remteiber tie story of tie clergynan, who at a
funeral in Colorado, attempted te make a quotation fromu
one of the oets. lie desirei to say: "Death loves a
shining nant·;' but he got a littile mixed, his feelings
overcame him, and lie said: "Death loves a mining
sharL." It is said that three.fourths of the congregation
got up and left tie church. feeling that it wvas a personal
reflection. I think gentlemen that it is well for us to.
have these occasions of good cheer, for we ail occasionaly
have our dul moments even in that exciting pursuit of
mining. We have not preparel any setilist cf toasts for
to.night. We want to have a happy fimily and informai
gathering ; and se are g oing t begin right up iere with
tise mining men, and thsen wtith our guests, and ask each
one ofthem to give ushi. wit and wistdom.

Captain Adams concluded his renarks by reciting in
splendid style the following fines entitld "The Pro-
spectors Soliloquy."

To sink or not to sink ; that is the question;
Whether 'tis better in the prospector te seli
The highly nietailiferous croppmng for a song
Or, using muscle, tlig ber lown
And thus by perseverance strike it. Te sinkI, te work
No more ; and by that sinking, strike a lead
Of gold or siver, or the finest copper glance
That ltck is heir to. 'Tis a consummation
Devoutly toe wc ished. Tu sink, to blast
To blast, perchance to I bst ;" ay, there's the tub;
For attise idepth of ten feet what base riay cote
Whcn we have siovetet cf tise uncertain top,
Mut give us pause. There's the respect
Which mak.es ctlanity ofa trospect hote;
For who can tell what " pinch tmay come below
The argentiferous stuff? Component parts of leai,
The metalliferous dccomposed, conglomerate
Corruption of nature, ail broken up, perchance;
The insolence of luckier blokes ; and tihen the chance
The miner taikes by shafting,
'hen ie himself might be much better off

Ily simply waiting. What w%-outi we not do
But that tie dread cf sonething yet unseen-
The undiscovercd pay streik (perihaps not therc)-
Tie argentiferous conundrun-puzales the wvill
And makes us ratier raise the tmonument we have
Thajn open up the ground we know not of.
Thustrospecting doth make cowats of us all;
Andi tihus tie prspectU of a big bonanza
Arc sickered with somte dais and cussed doubt,
And speculators in a surface prize
With this regard tIheir interett turn aside
And lose, perchance, a million."

The evcning't entettainiment of ueng and sentiment was
contributedi te by a number of gentlemen present.
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