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THE COLONIAL CHURCHMAN.

YyYouvrnaS COMPANION.
For the Colonial Churchman.

FALSEHOOD AND DECEIT.

“ Let each whose tongue to lies is turned,

Who lessons of Deceit has learned,

Gobp’s hate and heaviest vengeance dread.”

Michle’s 5th Psalm.

As little James was reading his eveuing chapter, he
stopped at the 29th verse of the 27th chap. of Gene.
ais—* And he said, art thou my very son E<au ? And
Jacob said, Tam.” ¢ Mother,” he said to the atten-
tive parent who was listening to him, ¢ when I was
reading to you the 27th verse of 2&th ehapter, you
told me that Jacob’s being a plain man, meant that
he was honest and true —now, in this verse is he not
deceiving his dying father '

¢ My dear child—in these verses we find Jacob ut-
tering three falsehoods ! J am Hsau---when he was his
younger brother : T have done as thou badest me—
when kis wother and not Isaac had instructed him :
i is my venison— whereas he had taken it (verse 9)
from his father’s flock, and not from among the wild
enimals, It may be said of sins in general, but es-
peciaily of that detestable sin— Lying—that the end
of one is but the beginning of another.” ¢ Mother,’
said the young enquirer, ¢ I am sorry that Jacob was
not this time plain and honest : I will not tell lies o1}
deceive.” ¢ That would, my dear James, have been
a good promise, and a blessed vow, il you had meekly
add-—the God of truth being my helper’ But James
did not re-pect these words, nor ask God to bless his
promise; but feeling strong iu his own unaided reso-
lution, he but claimed from his mother the usual task,
and hurried to his own little chamber.

Some weeks after this, during the holidays, James
obtained permission to amuse himself abroad. He,
had frequently been foibidden to go in a boat, but'
that morning & playmate prevailed upon him to row
about the harbour. On his return home, his guilty
looks and wet clothes, told his secret. ¢ Well James,’
asked his affectionate mother, ‘how have you spent
this morning *  * [ have been,” he stammered out,
¢ rending to poor old Henry, and helping my cousins
in their garden.’

Now this was true as far as it went, but still he
carefully concealed— the whole truth. © Did you re-
colleet, dear, my commands as to the boats ?’ was
the next question. * You wo’nt let me goin one,”
mildly answered the boy; und at last he led himeelf
on to say, that he had not been boating. His mother,
however, was soon grieved by finding out his guilt,

When the time came for the evening chapter,
who could have thought that the unhappy looking
boy slewly turning over the leaves of his Bible, was
the innocent, pleasing reader, of the evening first no-
ticed > His mother bid him turn to the sad but in-
structive story of Jacob’s falsehoods, and to 1hat so-
lemn pussage, 21st Revelations, 8 verse—* All liars
shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire
and brimsione, which is the second death.’

* Now,’ (thus ran the mild reproof) ¢ when you last
read to me, the instructive passage as to Jacob, you
resolved, James, never to lie. Had you made that
resolution humbly, praying to your heavenly Father,
for His blessing on it, that blessing would not have
been denied. You disobeyed an order given for your
own good, and to cover that fault, when your con-
science spoke out against it, you added lying, hypo-
crasy aad ingratitude. —Good night ! I have done my
duty to you,—pray God that you may have grace to
perform yours.’

In his prayers that night, James sought pardon from’
God and help for the future, and he so laid to heart!

. his sin and that mild rebuke, that now he is a man,
confidence is placed in him, and he is well known
as the lover of Truth.

Youthful Reader! may you also profit hyJames’s fall,
and imitate his repentance.  Shua the first approach
towards lying or deceit ; for be assured it is Satan,
the great deceiver, that is whispering poison in your
ear. God loves those who are true of heart, Satan
detests hem—Parents and Instructors of youth,excuse
a ¢ word in season’ to you ell. Remember that deceit
is taught more powerfully and effectually by example,
than it is prevented by precept. Check in-your chil-
dren, i's first advances. The mightiest rivers spring’
from the bumblest brooks; (ke late great fire at New

York arose from the igniting of but a litllc escaped ~ Mr. Moore, one of the clergymen of the island,
Gas.  Who can recollect his first deceitful act; yet who kyew him well, describes Lim as being * of ade

{that was the fruitful parent of all which may have mirable simplicity of manners ; of a most engaging

polluted his futurelife. ¢ He who is rash in his talk bebaviour, affability, and sweetne-s oftemper. [n ins
shall be hated,” Ecelus. ix, 18, ¢ Blessed is the man private conversation he was agreeable snd ent: rtain®
who hath not slipped with his mouth.’ Ecclus. xiv. 1. ing; lively and facetious without levity; and alway$

The passages in the Scriptures which denounce and consistent with the dignity of his characier ; never at

{eondemn the sins of Liying and Deceit, are so numer- a loss for somerhing pertinentand proper to embellish
Tous, aud so striking, that they must be deferred.

SIGMA.

February, 1836.

From the Christian Library.

fand illustrate his discourse ; on these occasions no*

‘good to the use of edifying, and ministered not ouly

grace but pleasure and delight to the hearers,” Mr.

BISHOP WLLSON. ses in the devotional works of Bishop Wilson, tte fre<

‘quent remarks of his daily conversation. ¢ Often

havebeen transmitted to us, relative to the even tenor . . .

ot Bishop Wilson’s daily life, we cannet but *xmess??(;aerdmferm:ng’:bzwl?e::s’:n!l};es‘;:g; s;zl(:::v';:;n *:t::n d:)fi:

bits witnessed in Lis houzehold are so seldom seen in . .

. . than I have said, and will yet say, more to the pur-

our own days. Before the family entered upon the pose, but not one, unless yourself: from a warl:nef

every summer merning, and at seven in the winter, bim ©

the whole household, including the workmen and do- As'lhe Bishop was zealous in promoting the religi

was offered up by himself, or by one of the students| . . . .

S ver rving Wi b prearatory £ bty arders 1l i the e kel he et mportant ev
-]

thanksgiving. . . .

‘shop was d . . . ity persons; and he established it as the general usag®

The ﬁ's op was deeply impressed with the necessity in the ci)urches, after the afternoon vervice, irstes

an altar in your house ?” was a question which he was| .

t 10 put to those wh tust beginning to keep 1€ to the souls both of the learned and ignoranty

wont to p O e I BT 80 2P (han the very best sermon from the pulpit;’ and oncéy

mending family religion as a wholesome preservative .

againstbde‘generacy “and profligacy ; askiﬁxg, ‘ How,ﬂhe on these grounds refused to grant it. Ina charg?

abound in families where God is not owned nor his:

grace asked for 2 And he declared his helief, that,

if those who could not read would but assemble their:

children and servants and offer up the Lord’s Prayer,

they would be afraid of doing many things which they

commit without any concern.’

ness, till the hour of dinner arrived, at which time he

was as remarkable for exercising hospitality toward

liberality toward indigent persons. His table was

abundantly but plainly furnished ; it might be described

plain and common, but wholesome : what ha hath is

little, but very good ; it consisteth most of mutton,

or a stranger, bis garden or orchard supplies it, or his

barn and farm-yard : he goes no further for any en-

surd that he should exceed, who teacheth others tems=

erance. But those which his home produceth he

from the improvement of things which otherwise would

be tost. Wherein he admires and imitates the wone

of the world.”> These were precisely the sen!imentsi

of Bishop Wilson, and it is very likely that he was!

which he admired and valued. He himself describes;

hospitality as not consisting ¢ in makiog great eater-

freshment for such as are in want, and for such as

come to visit us.’

desired to enjoy his conversation, among whom D,

Pococke, after his return from his travels, went to

sent him his works richly bound, to announce his ar.

rival, The Bishop received him with a graceful wel.

the poor Bisbop of Man with a present, as if he were

an eastern prince.’

ver excited to violent or unguarded Ianguage, In con-

versation he was remarkably cheerful and entertain-

rits. He found, as Herbert says , ¢ that pleasantness

of disposition is a key to do good; not only because

alvo for that when they are in company, instructions

seasoned with pleasanfness bolh enter sooner and

Ithing ever proceeded from his mouth but what was
Corlet, anotherof his clergy, writes * that he recogni-
In proceeding to repeat the few particulars whieh‘and often again, did I recollect, as Iread, that I had
nur regret that the simple manners and devotional ha"vered them. But perhaps I tire you; betier judges
various occupationa of the day, that is at six o’clock heart, recollecting the blessed man as 1 saw and Leard
mesli servants, assembled io the chapel, and prayer! < education of the poer, so be was stiongly im*
In the evening they met again for supplication and darkness by the constant practice of catechising young
and usefulness of family worship. ¢ Have you set Up| ¢ @ sermon. He says, that he considers it * of moré
house. And publicly he took opportunities of recom-}being applied tofor permission to substitute a sermoty
should we expect that all sorts of vices should not
¢ it would plant the fear of God in their hearts ; and
The day then passed in works of piely and useful.
his clergy and others, as he was at all times for his
in the very words of George Herbert :— ¢ His fare is
beef, and veal, if he adds any thing for a great day,
tertainment, lest he go into the world, esteeming it ab-
refuseth not, as coming cheap and easy, and arising
derful providence and thrift of the greal Householder
led to these views by this very passage, in a book
tainments, butin providing a sober and suitable re.
Many persons of note, whom his fame had reached
see the aged Bishop of Man in the year 1750, and
come, hut told him that ¢ he ought not to approach
His temper was composed and calm, and he was ne-
ing. He lived in a perpetual sunshine of Happy spi-
all men shun the company of perpetual severity, but
root deeper.’— Country Parson.

delivered in his eighty-fifth year, he states his opi®
nion, that ¢ This is a truth not to be questioned, that
the plainest sermon from the pulpit will not be under*
stood by ner profitany who has not been well instrue
jted in the principles of Christianity contained in the
'Church Catechism. So that our preaching isin vaid
to allsuch—which, 1 fear, is often the case of a grest
part of our hearers,

The most unlearned know by nature the thing®
contained in the law as soon as they hear it read ®
but these are the things which they want to be pa®
ticularly and often made sensible of ; namely, the €3
treme danger a sinner is in while he is under the dis
plersure of a holy and a just God, who can destrof
both body and soul in hell: —how a siuner, mad?
sensible and awakened with the danger be is in, msy
ibe restoredto God’s favour ;—of the blessing and
icomfort of a Redeemer ;»~what that blessed Re”
deemer bas done and suffered to restore us to the {8
jvor of God ;—what means of grace he bas appoint*
1ed as absolutely necessary to preserve us in the f8*
ivor of God and in the way of salvation.

Christians too often want to be set right, and verf
particularly to be instructed in the nature of repelt
tance, of that repentance to which God has promis
mercy and pardon, and of faith which is saving, a
a_‘ccoq;panied with good works and a holy aad Chri
ian life.

These are foundation principles,end such ss every
pastor of souls is obliged to explain, as he hopes ev#f
to do good by his labors and sermons,

We say to ezplain, not only in set discourses froo
the pulpit, but in a plein familiar manner from th®
desk, where questions may be atked and things es”
plained, so as both old and young may be edified.

Preaching will always be our duty, but of litile ust
to those who understand not the meanirg of th!
words we make use of in our sermons, as God kno¥!
too many must be supposed not ¢o do, for want of
their being instructed in their younger years.’

The public ministrations of the day being over”
prayer, preaching, catechising—how shall we dese:ib?
the good Biskop’s departure from among the vills§*
congregalion better than in the words of Guldsmitl’

The service past, around the pious man

With steady zeal the honest rustics ran ;

Ev’n children follow’d with endearing wile,

And pluck’d his gown to share the good man’s smile:

His ready smile a parent’s warmth express'd,

Their welfare pleased him, and their cares distress’d ;

To them his heart, his love, his griefs were given,

But all his serious thoughts had rest in heaven!

Deserted Village

* Lotter to the Rev. P. Moore, dated April 18, 1780
twenty-six years after the Bishop’s death.
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