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THE DORKING FOWL.

WVIAT IT HAS BEEN AND Wil,4T
IT NOIW 18.

We have now como ta the point
when it can bostated that the Dorking
had assumed a distinctivo form, and
certain pointa were being recognised
It will bo well, howaver, ta summariso
the conclusions wtich the evidenco
already adduced warrants us in accept-
ing. Befora doing so, I may quota
fron a lotter by Mr. Harrison Weir,
the weil.known artist, who is himelîf
ai Sussax man, born net far from Cuck-
fleld. It is most important in proving
that the whito log, though net mon-
tioned by any of the carly writers,
was a featuro of this fowl. In it ha
saya: "I hava always beau associated
with it: my father keoping this breed
befora 1 was born, and ho pointed out
ta me, whcn a mare child, the peau-
liarity of the breoei (ut aun uncle's of
mine). as having a pure white leg on
a dark-bodied bird, and its aise having
five tocs." Ia alIo states that ho can
call ta mind the stocks of soveral of
his relatives and frionds " where the
fowls war bred with the utmost cure,
and wore of a uniform color in each
casa. Se particular were they that
on my taking a Cochin cock about the
year 1849 ta an unele of mine in Kent,
te sce the effect of a cross, I was toki'
ut once that bo would net hava bis
breed of Dorkings spoiled after all iha
cure tha' had beu taken to keep thom
truc."* (1)

Tio points wo may therefore, accept
'Ire-

Mrst-That a five.toed variety of fowl
was known ta the Romans, and that
in ail probability it was introduced
by thea into Britain;

Second-That what records ar avail-
ablo provo the existence of a square-
bodied, five-toed fowl in Britain and
in Franco;

Tird-.That fowls huving this dis-
tinctive foturo have been kept far
beyond the memory of man in the
South of England, more ospecially
in Surrey, ent, and Sussex, and
that theso have been recognised for
their excellent table proporties ;

Fourth-That the Dorking variety
owes its direct descent to these fowls
Whether thora has been any cross-
ing, and if se, in what directions,
,wo have yet ta sea.

Ffth-That the original pure-bred
Dorking was whito la plumage, and
had a rosa comb, beiug medium in
size.

How far tho Dorking typo of fowl
ias disseminated in o.hor districts is

uncertain, but. that they were net con-
tined to the counties namod is eovident,
for wo find lu "The Poultry Yard"
(1850), thut fowls of this variety wero
ta b found in Kent and alsewhore.

While it can, therefore, b takon for
proved that the Dorking as bred 100
years ago anndmor waswhito iii plum-
age, there vere ovidontly many other
color. In the revised edition of Mon-
bray a Treatiso, published la 1854,
which onily acknowledges the whito
as pure, it is stated that " this, the
genuino Dorking breed, owing to the
innumerablo erosses ta which it bas
bean subjected,is now becomingoxeeed'
iugly scarco, and can searcoly be met
with beyond a very circumsoribed

(1) If we wanted to spoil the flesh or th
Dorking. the Cochin ta ho rowl wo should
use ror the purpose.-Ep.,

• Live-Stock Journal, 1881.

'lisltrict in Surrey " The samo work on ta express his opinion that the rMd
gives the following sub variotias of ear-lobo is due ta crossing. Though
tho zusse\ fowl, or the " Improved " it is more than likoly that net much
Dorking : attention was paid te the caler o tho

a, Groys-Speckled, Spangled. car-lobes, iho weight ofovidenco would
b, Reds-Speckled or Pied, Penciled. seom to be in favor of white.
e, Blaek-breasted - Silvar, Golden, I do net thinik it necassary ta discuss

Jupan. at any length the question of comb in
d, ('uceoo breasted. the Dorking, for tho tastimony on this
Of theso more will have to be said point hs alreudy bean givan. But a

in duo course, but for the presant wo single furthor quotation will b suffi-
must leave thorn on aoneia, as thora cient iii addition te what bas beau
ara one or two other points rcquiring stated befora. Mr. R. P. Brant, who
our consideration. vas ragarded as a careful inquirar by

The English Standard of Excellence Darwin, writing in 1853, says: " All
gives as ta the color of ear-lobo the tho truc, old-fashioned Dorkings 1
subjoined dotails : hava lad, orscee:, have had roso.combs;

Colored Dorkings-Rod or red ting' and it is my belief that the single
wit white the frmer prferred. omb are ta b attributed te the

crosses -with largo singlo.combed varie.
Silver-Grey Dorkings, Bright Coral ited, tics, by whieh their sizo has bean se
\Vhite Dorkings, white a disqua- much improved. I do net think thatCuckoo Dorkinigs, J litication a single comb is any objection, if the

Whilo the American Standard of fowl has te bo eaten ; but as a point
1890 says : of breed, I consider it of as much im

C Dorkings, Ear-lobes ormediun portance as a short neelc, short white
u er-y orkîn , sie and in color lcge, five tocs, or square build." Prob.

8 red prererred. ably combs of all kinds were ta b met
White Dorkings-Ear-lobes of me- with, and aun attempt is now boing

dium size, bright rei. mado te ro.cstablish the rose.combed
Wo thus hava a distinct intimation Colored Dorking. Columella, bo it

that in soma breeds, se fur as the noted, speaks of tho Roman breed as
English standard is concerned, the red havine " small, orect, brightred
car-lobe is a sine qua non, while in the combs "

- - - . .- -- -

TUE CHAMPION TROTTING sTALLION DIREOTU11, 2.05j.

American standard, rod lobes are in Now a few words as ta size, a sub-.
ail cases proferred. It will b woll, ject which has caused considerablo
therefore, ta learn what vas the case controversy. It is evident that birds
before, su far as we possibly can. were to be found of aIl sizes. The

Colîumella, spauking of the Roman White Dorking was net a large bird,
fowl, whicb ho recommaende, the five- not se large as many of the ordinary
elawed variety, says that thoy had type found in Surrey and Sussex, they

I white cars. " Markharm makes no being carefully bred for marketing, in
reference ta the car lobe, unless when which abundance of flosh was most
ho says "his combe, -vattlcs and throat important. Sane of the crossaes mdo
would b large, great in compasse, wcro with tho abject of adding ta tho
jagged, and very scarlt-red," meaning weight. But it does not appear that
by throat thé ear-lobe, which is very theyreached thogreat weightsattained
doubtful. Noither ofoubray nor Rocs by sane fowlas now, fera bird had been
mentions this point, and other writers known toscalefourteen pounds.(1) Still
are equally sitent, which is somvewhat they were largo, as com ared with
surprising, considering how many of ordinary poultry. A Norfolk elergy-
themr quote Columella's description. man says. "i remember sane birds
Nor does Mr. Tegetmaier, in his Stan- being brought fron Sussex in 1840 or
dard of Excellence, published about 1841 into a district in Norfolk, which
1857, mnak any rfoie once to tho ear- oven then enjoyed a reputation for
lobe, but in the coloretd plates by H1ar- fatteniug fine altry remember
rison Weir, in Wingfield and Jolnson's that tho introduction of the Sussex
Poultry Book, the Gray Dorking is biood was followed by a distinct en-
shown with a nearly whito lobe, and hancement of size, without disturbing
tho White Leghorn with a rad lobe, thebeautifulwbitoskinsandthoplump
tinged with whito. Mr. Weir, writing
in 18S1,says: "More than fort9years (1> In Februmry 185?. wo had two May
aga, I painted Dorkines. They had pullets for dinner. In Kent. that scaled 19
thon nearly white ear.' And he gofs pounds tha paIr.-ED.

shapes, which were already the attri-
butta ofou4 local birds. * lm * Not on
onc farm only, but on soveral adjoining
onos, the uso of the Sussox.bred cooke
was followed by so great an improvo-
ment in BizO, and early fitness for
spring chiekons, that the local hig-

gra (1) remarked on itand scrambled
for the produco." Ton to twolvo.pound
cocks wre thon known, and this point
is chiefly important in showing that
fanciers, in this variety at lon.st, have
net destroyed the ecotiomie quality of
tho ordinary or non-exhibition fowl.

STZnIIE BEALE.
Country Gentleman.
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HOW TO SPEEAD MANURES.

EDs COIUNTRY GENTLEMAN.-Not
long since I saw an inquiry in your
papor as ta the best way of spreading
manure on grass ground. I practised
drawi4g out manure in wiuter and
spreading on tho snow for many years,
being the first to do so in my section,
and as it would bo frequantly frozon
in lumps, making it impossible te
spread evenly, I had to devise somae
way 10 pulveriso it in the spring. Se
in the spring of 1867, I made a bush
spreader as foilows: I took a basswood
log, roughly makiug it into an octog-
anal shape, 12 feet long and 6 inches
in diameter, boring 2 rows, of 1 inch
hales 12 inches apart, otarting one row
6 inches fron the end, the lower row
12 inchesfrom ends, so theholes-would
bo odd sud aven with each other, as a
farmer would say. the rows of holes
boing two inches apart. These were
filled with as stiff, scraggy brush as I
could get. l used somae smail wild plum
trees 5 or 6 feet in height and 1 or 2
inches through, using a wodge to hold
thom in place, thon attaching a chain
2 feet or se from each end to draw by,
having one shorter than the other, se
that the timber would be ut an angle.
In sane cases I used ta lay a plank on
the brush and ride.

To bo mest successaful in its use the
manure should be wet, after a rain or
as s-oon as the snow is gone. Then the
timber, striking it first, breaks it, and
the fine twigs of the brush passing
over it dingonally literally grind it tW
powder and distributa it evenly over
overy inch of the ground, mixing it
with the fine soil thrown up by the
frost, leaving it in the best possible
condition for giving the grass imme-
dialo bonofit and preventing wasto by
di.ying winds.

1 have never sean an implement
equal te it for this purpose, or for use
in putting in grass seod with grain,
and one of thosa will last.severalyears
and then the head can b filled again.

La GQjne, Kas. D. . B.

SAVING ALL THE MANUIE.

Now England farms need all the
manuro that they can got, and much
mare. Very little laInd rceaives manure
enough to bri. g it up ta the highost
point of productivenes. the yield of
the various products would be immun-
sely increased, and profits would pro-
portionatoly incrose. The grcat need
of our farms is more manure, and the
need is so pressing that it should
serve to enforce the importance of
saving all the manures that are mado
on the farm.

(i) Iligglers = peddlers or poultry who
travel round from farm to farm.--E.
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