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THE DORKING FOWL.

WHAT IT HAS8 BEEN AND WIIAT
IT NOW I8,

We have now como to the point
whon it can bostated that the Dorking
had assumed a distinctive form, and
cortain points were being recognised
It will bo well, howover, to summariee
the couclusions which the evidence
already adduced warrants usin nccept-
ing. Boforo doing so, I may quoto
from a lotter by Mr. IIarvison Weir,
the woll-kknown artist, who is himeolf
a Sussox man, born not far from Cuck-
flold. It is most important in proving
that tho whito leg, though not mon-
tioned by aoy of the early writers,
was a featuro of this fowl. In it he
suya: * 1 have always been associated
with it; my father keoping this breed
before 1 waus born, and ho pointed out
to mo, when a mere child, the peca-
liarity of tho breed (at an unclo’s of
mine). as havipg a pure white leg on
s dark-bodied bird, and its also having
five toes.”” Ho alwo states that ho can
call to mind the stocks of several of
his relatives and friends ¢ where the
fowls were bred with the utmost care,
and were of a uniform color in each
case. So particular were they that
on my taking a Cochin cock about the
year 1849 to an uncle of mine in Kent,
10 sce tho effect of a cross, I was told
at onco that he would not have his
breed of Dorkings spoiled aftor all the
care tha* had been taken to keep thom
true.”* (1)

The points we may therefore, accept
are—

First—That a five-toed variety of fowl
was known to the Romans, and that
in all probability it was introduced
by them into Britain;

Second—That what records aro avail-
able prove tho existence of a square-
bodied, five-toed fow! in Britain and
in France;

Third—Thst fowls having this dis-
tinctive featuro have been kept far
beyond the memory of man in the
South of England, more especially
in Surrey, Kent, and Sassex, and
that theso have been recognined for
their excellent table properties ;

Fourth —That the Dorking wvariety
owes itsdirect descent to theso fowls
Whether there has been any cross-
ing, and if so, in what dircctions,
wo have yot to seo.

Fifth—That the original pure-brod
Dorking was whito in plumage, and
had a rose comb, being medium in
gize.

How far tho Dorking typo of fowl
was disseminated in o.hor distriots is
uncertain, but that they were not con-
tined to the countics named is ovident,
for wo find in “The Poultry Yard”
(1850), that fowls of this variety wero
to be found in Xent and olsowhere.

While it can, therefore, be taken for
proved that tho Dorking as bred 100
yearsago and more waswhitoin plum-
ayre, thero were ovidently many other
colors. [n tho revisod cdition of Mon-
bray s Treatiso, published in 1834,
which only acknowledgos the whito
as purd, it is stated that ¢ this, tho
genaino Dorking breed, owing to tho
mnnumerablo orosses to which it has
been subjeoted,is now becoming oxceed.
wgly scarco, and can scarcely be mot
with boyond a vory circumsoribed

{1) If wo wanted to spoil the flesh of tho
Dorking, the Cochin is tho fowl wo should
uso for tho purpose.—Ebp.

* LiveStock Journal, 1881,

’Idiatrict in Surrey” The samo work ron to oxpross his opinion that the rod
lgives tho following sub variotios of|earlobe is due to crossing. Though

it is moro than likely that not much
attention was paid to the color of tho
onr-lobes, the woight of evidonce would
seom to bo in favor of white.

I do not think it necossary to discuss
at any length the quostion o f comb in
tho Dorking, for tho tostimony on this

Of these more will have to be snid'point has alrendy been given. But a
in due course, but for the present wo single further quotation will bo suffi-
must leavo thom on one side, a8 thore | cient in addition to what has been
aro ono or two other poinfs requiring stated bofore. Mr. R. P. Brent, who
our consideration, was regarded as a careful inquirer by

The English Standard of Excollence { Darwin, writing in 1863, says: *¢ All
gives a3 to tho color of carlobe tholtho truo, old-fashioned Dorkings 1
subjoined dotails : have had, orseen, havo had rose-combs;
Colored Dorkings—Rol or red tingol Gy aro™jo o attribatad 1o ho

with white the former proferred. | o oenq iy, largo single-combed varie-
Silver-Grey Dorkings, } Bright Coral Red,

Wit Dosstn s white a disqun ties, by which their sizo has been so

hi rkings, i - . .

Cuckoo Dorkitygs, Jification much improved. Ido not think that
While tho Amorican Standard of

1890 says ¢

tho “usgex fowl, or the “Improved
Dorking :
a, Groys—Speckled, Spangled. '
b, Reds—Speckled or Pied, Poneiled. |
¢, Black-brossted — Silver, Goldon,|
Japan, |
d, C'uckoo breasted.

a single comb is any objection, if tho
fowl has to bo eaten; but as a point
of breed, I considor it of as much im-
})ortanco as a short neck, short white
cge, five toes, or square build.” Prob-
ably combs of all kinds were to be met
with, and an attomptis now being
dium size, bright red. made to ro.cstablish the rose-combed

Wo thus have a distinct intimation Colored Dorking. Colamella, be it
that in some breeds, so fur as thonoted, speaks of the Roman breed as
English standard is concerned, the red,baving = « small, orect, bright-red
car-lobe is & sine qua non, while in the ! combs.”

Ear-lobes of medium
size, and in color
red preferred.

White Dorkings—Ear-lobes of mo-

Colored Dorkings,
Sitver-Grey lorkings,

TOE CHAMPION TROTTING STALLION DlrEoTUM, 2.05%.

American standard, red lobes are inj Now a fow words as to size, asub-
all cases preferred. It will be well, ject which has caused considerable
therefore, to learn what was the case controversy. It is evident tbat birds
bofore, su far as we possibly can. were 1o be found of all sizes. The
Columells, speaking of the Roman|Whitlo Dorking was not 8 large bird,
fowl, which he recommends, tho ﬁvo-lnot 50 largo as many of the ordinary
clawed varioty, says that thoy bad, type found in Surrey and Sussex, they
“white cars.” Markham makes no' boing carefully bred for marketing, 10
reference to the ear lobe, unless \vhenlwhich abundance of flesb was most
ho says “ hiscombe, wattlesand throat important. Some of the crosses mado
would bo large, great in compasse,|wero with the object of adding to the
jagged, and very scarlot-red,” meaning | weight. But it docs not appesar that
by throat the car-lobe, which is very|thoyreached thogreat weightsattained
doubtfal. Noither Moubray nor Rees| by some fowls now, fora bird had been
mentions this point, and other writers| known toscale fourtecr pounds. (1) Still
aro cqually silent, which is somewhat 'they wero large, as compared with
surprising, considering how many of' ordinary ponltry. A Norfolk clergy-
them quote Colamella’s deseription. man says. “ ! remember somo birds
Nor doos Mr. Tegetmoier, in his Stan-  being brought from Sussex in 1840 or
dard of Excellonce, published about 18il'into s district io Norfolk, which
1857, make any reforence to tho ear oven then enjoyed a rcputation for
lobe, but in tho colored plates by Ha.r-'fattening fino poullry. I remember
rison Weir, in Wingficld and Johnson's that the introduction of the Sussex
Poultry Book, tho Grey Dorking i8'biood was followed by a distinct en-
shown with a nearly whito lobe, and ! hancement of gize, without disturbing
tho White Leghorn with a red lobe, }tho beautiful whito skins and tho plump
tinggg with wh‘itloi. Mx;.h Wcii‘r;% \)’;’rxtmg
in 1881, says: ¢ Moro than forty years! (4, 1, Fehruery 1852, wo had two Ma
ago, I painted Dorkmgs. Thoy had pu(llt,:ls for dinnncnr. in Kent, that scaled lg

thon noarly white cars.” And ho goes! pounds the pair.—Eo.

shapes, which wero alveady the attri-
butes of ou® local birds. * * ¥ Not on
ono farm only, bat on several adjoining
ones, tho use of tho Sussox-brod cocks
was followed by so great an improve-
ment in size, and early fitness for
spring chickens, that the loocal hig-
{2' ors (1) remarked on itand scrambled
or tho produco.” T'en to twelvo-pound
cocks were thon known, and this point
is chiefly important in showing that
funciers, in this varicty at loast, have
not destroyed the cconomic quality of
tho ordinary or non-exhibition fowl.

Sternen BeAus.
Country Gentleman.

Banaves.

HOW TO SPREAD MANURES.

Epg CounTrY GENTLEMAN.— Not
long sinco I saw an inquiry in your
papor as to the best way of spreading
manuro on grass ground. I practised
drawing out manure in winter and
spreading on the snow for many yoars,
being the first to do 50 in my section,
and as it would be froguently frozen
in lumps, making it impossible to
spread ovenly, I had to devise some
way 10 pulveriso it in the spring. So
in the spring of 1867, I made a bush
spreader as follows : I took a basswood
log, roughly making it into an octog-
onal shape, 12 feet long and 6 inches
in diameter, boring 2 rows, of 1 inch
holes 12 inches apart, starting one row
6 inches from tha end, the lower row
12 inches from ends, 5o the holes wonld
bo odd and even with each other, as a
farmar would eay. the rows of holes
boing two inches apart. These wore
filled with as stiff, scraggy brash as I
could got. I used some small wild plam
trees 5 or 6 feot in height and 1 or 2
inches through, nsing a wedge to bold
them in place, then attaching a chain
2 feot or so from each end to draw by,
having ono shorter than the other, so
that the timbor would boe at an angle,
In somo cases X used to lay a plankon
the brush and ride.

To be most successfal in its use the
manure should be wet, after a rain or
as soon as the snow is gone. Then the
timber, striking it first, breaks it, and
the fine twigs of the brush passing
over it dingonally literally grind it to
powder and distribute it evenly over
every inch of the ground, mixing it
with the fine soil thrown up by the
frost, leaving it in the best possible
condition for giving the grass imme-
dislo bonefit and proventing waste by
drying winds.

[ have never seen an implement
aqual to it for this purpose, or for use
in putting in grass seed with grain,
and one of these will last several years
and then tho head can be filled agsin.

La Cygne, Kas. D. 8. B.

SAVING ALL THE MANURE.

Now England farms nced gll the
manuroe that they can got, and much
more. Vory little land recoives manare
cnongh to bri. g it up to the highest
point of productiveness. tho yield of
the various prodocts would be immen-
gsely increased, and profits would pro-
portionately increase. Tho great need
of our farms is more manure, and tho
neced is so pressing that it should
sorvo to enforco the importance of
saviog all the manures that are made
on the furm.

1)} fligglers = peddiers of poultry who
m(w)el rogugnd from If)gdrm to fam.p—QB:&



