
HREE OHEST ESUS WAS BORN OF Toe

THE MARK BY WHICH HE WAS TO
BE KNOWN.

mav BiSHOlP OHENEY.
IIow was the Christmas Babe to ha dis-

tinguished front ail other children , The
angels' whoe announced the tidings te tlhe
shepherds would have these humble seekers
fer the Messiah make no blunder The
Divine Child iust'ha'e'ali infillible mark.

It is easy t. inaàgiie what the shepherds
themselves would have expected the sigi
te ha. These peasants were Jews. They
ild heard of the 'king splendors' of

Herd's palac' 'Th'ey2knéwthat'kal.tt
prophetshaid foretoid that the côii'iuKiig
.was.'to. eclipse sali 'éarthlf imonrih "in
glory. Naturally they. would expect' to
lind the new-bornf heir 'cf 'Judah's throne
in sorne grand apartme" t of a'egàl place,
Ris cradle 'of ivory' or g'old, His .baby-
garments' of délicate fabrics fit for tlhe pros-
pective king.

Perhîaps it ivas a disappointment te these
simple-minded mon wheo they learned
froin angelic lips wliat the mark of the new-
borni Messiah was. They will klnow Hina
by this sign-that lie is a child of the poor,
shelterèd in a stable cradled in a mahger
and swatied in the 'saine coarse wrappings
as the babes of the poorest in Isriel

We cannot make too '.mu'ch of tha fact
et Christmastide. It is a key te explai
the success of the Gospel'in the old'Roman
days. It sug.gests why the catacombs bear
rude inscriptions to he mo.mory of ie-
chanics and hunted slaves wvho lived and
died in the joy of Christian faith.

In a European capital I once saw a man
move througi a crowd, which parted te
the right and left to let him pass, wearing
on his breast a jewelled order. It was ' a
sign with them'.-a aigi that this ann did
net belong te the common hard.. It was
the badge of the'elect iùinority-the noble-
bore few. But et His very birth Christ
voie the badge of the immense majority in
this wold:-tl poor

His whole uinistry was in kee .with
the sigu that 'umarkad lini the Messiai.
He ived among the poor. He had com-
passion on their sorrows.. He shared- all
thair privations in His oin. personal: ex-
perience of poverty.

For the amajority of men in this world
are poor. What is more : the ricli are go-
inig to ha poor. One of. ourkmodern pet
expressions -represents dying .under. the
eupheisticphrase, 'joinuig the maJority.'
It is only another îvay of' saayig h't*t the,
living inlabitants-of the globe are few as'
compared wvith the countless millions who.
liavepassed away. But in another sense
the dying' man 'joins the majority.' le
maylive a uillionnaire but lie dies a pauper.
In; that .hour the richest is as poor as
Lazarus at thi gate. From his birith Christ
'as marked as belonging to this óomen-
alty of mankind.
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Nowdern quackery has two different re-
.medes for the ills of poverty.

Ths Socialist agitator says that poverty
lsa unnatural, and artificial thing. It
gro1etOut ofcrelasvihcptlas
enaiend forits owni advantage. The only
remiyisi mbreakcing up modern society
and r-ecoistructiig it. Pro-pery, must'be'
,wreiLd froma its possessors and redistrib-
utei, Here as a ci i i Valîch glitters like
gold Butit is not gold--onlisme base.r
mietîL. ;'reak it.up'Mielt it over. 'e-
castit in the die Stampit wt a new
imeean'd superscnption Doe s tiat

.~proBs changeJtlilaJ. sé'anetal into gold?
Jns slit;tle will tha brealini up of societ@

r'by xîvoluionhagethi niaterial of wvhichi
soict:y is maade our selfisi hunian nature.

Bîtmodern'Pilosopïy' tiikls that it
has better remedy. Thé Socialist s
wrcgl. Poverty, is 1ot uninatural It is

taer=a because the- result àf invitable law.
Tl fittestsurvive.' Tho 'eak perish.

Theartrong live. That nay ,sedem liard to
youpoor people.- But.tlien let it console
you taat it constifitehs nbeautiful inst ance
of .e wcrlc of gie law of our
berdicent Motier atùre-' The survival.
of Jà..O fittest.' As .th ough an iiquisitor
saiticl to tho victiun on thie rack, 'It oughlt
'to cinfortyou inyour agony to notice vith

ivht -'vonderful accuracy anad certainty this
Mn ene operats.

Tirn Christmas bells are riiging. -In
eveir pealing note they say te the poor,
'Jîes was one wih u. He chose te
sies your lot bieas, that of the
majoIrity. In all that you have te bear.
youa=re a brother te Jesus Christ.' Christ
newi'm took on His blessed lips the piilosà.
phie'as cant. He never àaid tiat misery,
poia7rty, disease and death were natural
results of a Divine law. They WVere is un-
natr-al as hateful.. But for thena all'He
hasi reindy-'That ye le eue anothier
as: lui loved you,

CHRISTMAS LEGENDS
ee firat manifestation of our Saviour

wasiais birth, the seco'nd his baptism, the
thimd the marriage et Cana. The Chris-
tiauemhiurch consolidated these tliree mani-
fesîtzionis into one festival, and all along
tlie Erst centuries this festival ias ob-
serîî.d on Cliristmas day. His- baptism,
aVia.aîUpposed toconfér vonderful medicinal.

prqarties to water, wvhich must be. obtained
at. 11pdnighit on the day of the nativity from
a ring stream. St. Clirysostom, in the
foufli century, preaclied' t .Anti6ch a. ser-
mi in whviich mention is made of this
peciiliar b.elief. This 'water Grimm thinks
ias rised for thaimàiaturgical - purposes.
Onc -obtained it would keep pure and fresh
incdofinitely. In honor of the narriage et
Cai., thé comion péople used to lieieve
thiibetween eleven and twlve cf this holy
nigt iall spririg'water turned to'wine.
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~.IVL L>.UIIIIIej> UILJ.UY uii~V irïtte
kingfortli rom Jacoe shot:illummatthe

höle world, through allgte eas tle
poteniates kept. for centuries; hetwisest
masters. iniadronioni.pn.Fons;:tlieig e t
rolü1tiiri iii Tndia watchiig iiib and day

for, the niraulous star.Atiast:itburst.
.upon. tl-iiritraiin eyes, diiniiig the sun
at2 nidday 'with its :unwonted2 brilhancy
and from ità bliiiding-rays'. a iceo.
ceded saying .' man -the king and Lo'-d:

the ews, for wlion- the wholo·wrld
has beena yearning, at last ,ii. born.' Him
seek'ye and adore. '

Thrée kings of India ilhose territories
lày.so wide apart tha.t hey lad neyer heard
of each other 's existence, rejoiced oiîer this
message, anid its miraculous imnport'"vas
confirnedto . them 'by wonderful. signs
To.tließ,fiât, Casper of Thasis, an: ostrich
hatched froim two eggs a lion and a lamb,
t us sigiifying the mission of the Princé
of Peace. To' the second, Melclijor of
Nubia, a beautiful bird ilying froua lis
garden', announced in a human voie : that
the Saviour of the world wvas bo'ii. 'To
the third, Balthasar of Gadàlia, il' child
was born who prophesied the moment lie
saw thé light that froin a pure virgin a-soli
had béen born vho ivas doonied te die at
the age of three and thirty years, as he was
doomed to ie at the age of three and thirty
'dafs;'hbichÇ låtter p'roplhecy caine true.

Then tle thrée :wise'kings; àathe ring
together'th'eir môstprecious treasures set
forth to ind tiis divine child, guided on
their vay by the wonderful stir wliach led
them niglit and. dayvith its unwonited
light, and during ail thei journey not once
did theyrest, ier e ordrini 1ierthey
'or the beasts which carred then. 'After

thirteen "days' contiiuous journe"g the
three holy kings arrixed sinultan'eously at
Jeusalejn, coniignfrom different poiin,
anid thoôugh un'kiiwneach i-ecogiiized the
btheer's ission. aid they aIl einbxiéaced' nd
ûndeilst6ode'ch. other, thoughi speakcin-

'The til guid&dby the star thèy
nide th'eir iay 'toBethlehem, meeting the

shepherds to' whom thé àbrils of the Lord
lad àni'oünced the birtli of thé Saviour
At lest the'star paused .over the stable iin
ivhich the divine infantlay, and the Vise
kiigs,- putting on their royal robes, entered
and,' bowing until 'tlieir lips touched the
earth, they:laid their priceless gifts at the
feet of the virgin. .

Thèin, after due time, tiey returned to
tleir kingdms, and tlat they niight know r
the difference between God's ways and
nan's imvys, it took. tlen twvo years to re-
trace the ground over which they had cone
in thirteen days.-R. à. Oakes. t
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THE SUN OF MY SOUL.. b
Onie of Tenn'yson's visitors once ventured

te asi lua Éhat lie thought of Jesús Christ.
They vere walkiig in th. gardei and for a
minute Tennyson -said nothing,' tien he b
stopped by some beautifùl flower and said, I
sinply, ' Whiat the sun is to that flover, d
Jesus Christ is te My soul. Ha is the sun
of "my soul.'. Tennyson ias a main of deep a
reserve, but only the more significant on t
thàt account is such a revelation as this of d
his mner life. Though net a religious poet n
in the technical sense, lie brings into his p
poetry more of the tender sympathy, tho
infinite kindness of Christ than. any other m
great poet.
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TWO STOOKINGS h
Ln laer little stoelkin

Betty Baby fouand,
Firat, a tiny golden riha '

Set vith rubies rounad,
Thienalovely dolly, k

Beautifulto soc,
Bonbons, cakes andsugar toys. ti

liappy, Baby elae n

I lier iittle stocking b
Polly Baby found,

First,'a st-Iék ot.candy,
Then an apple round,

Thon a pair of mittens,
Fitting pèrfectly; w

Tiat was all, but none the less, Co
Happy Baby shel o

ouhQomnuion., thi
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OE R THE DISTA NT MOUNT ANS

O er the distantinountaiis brcitg
ones tho rcd'iin diva ofday

IÚsC, mnsou], from slceó awang -
k lRise andsinr i dwatchadl ry

S sothaour
On; ÉiB rikhdrturnig w .

O Thou long-expected-wear
Waits mine axions soul for lice

Lifeas dark. and.earthis dre
yher y tdo e

l ySveur
When wilt Thou return to mol

Long, to long in: sin and sadness,
Par away froii Thee, X plie

Whonx, oh, ihen, shall I the gladies
* fTypriggi.l n lne.I

Smy Savi our
-When shal I o whol TIhine

Neàrer is my soil's salvatioi
Spent tie nigt the daat hahad
ee me in niyowlystatioi,
Watehing for Theefti1Istand

O may saviour.t
In Thy biight ftnd promiid land

Vith myÅ ]ap ee im ed an uànag
Swx ft toienr, And slowvte rman,

Watch I for Thy glad returing
To restoi'o meoto miy home.

comne mySaviouri
o my Saviour quickly cone*l

- MONÇsELL

THE ART OF CHRISTMAS: GIVING

It has becen nearly two thousand years
ago since' the first beautiful Clristmas gift
came 'on earth, and 'ib;i.as'.ieceived *with
gladnes :and joy by shepherd. and king
alik~e. To-day, :in méinaory: of-that, I give
you some little trifie, because ., loveyou,
buit I give it se ungraciously -you scurcely
like.to take it.

* Give ith a ]0ving and .hea' and
never, under aiy-circuistaiceàs, give that
iwhich you begrudgé. Suchi gift-will.ber
no' fuit for youndt even tiihë fiiestfruit
of eth;iks. You cai quote s many timles
as you want'that ' Unto lini1hat'lhth.sliall
begiveà,' and sotshal b9causeisgust
tliis vay, ny: .iénd : Yo3ègsess, the.
gifts of gentleness and greelusness, of
politeness and of goodness and thesà are
8ift s that call. others to them f people
are cross and disagreeable there is .very
slight inclination to )vish thném "A Merry
Christmas ; if they are irritable and snap-
pish nobody cares ivhether they are blessed
vith a Christmas present-or not, but unto
her who hath tho graces that I iave'cited;
will certainly comle a basket.full of good
St, . pressed d6wn, shaken together and
unning over.'-Bidh Ashmoe..

'DlrvvTY."
At a Christmas entertainnent: hist year

he superintendent, a Western man newiy
lected te the office, made a little speech
efore the gifts upon the tred were distri-
uted to~tho children. D uring hais remnarks

le said, 'Suppose when Ie camle tu kgive
ut these bags of candy, some boy or girl
oesn't get any. Suppose there are mnore
oy and girls than there are bags'of candy,
hope that any child iho gets a bag 'vill
o, as we say out West, vill div vy.
There wàs 'a great silence over the roomi

nd one*of the older church-mernbers it-
ximg on the platforn thought the- children
idn't understand the superimitendent's re-'
arks, He twitched his coat and' whis-
ered:
'Brother, they don t kiow "what .you

îean by 'divvy."j
"What -.1, exclaiméd the superîitenident,

i astnisliment. Ohyes they do. Andn
o turned te the school. kHoWrmany boys'
are cnow. Wliatit means te divvyî
A forest of baids ivent up.
'You tell,' said thesuperintendeit point.

ig at the' snallest boy on the froit seat
'Means t maàke' two equal halves and

cep tho-smallest youiself I
Blessed spirit of Ohristnas fla

on of 'divvy'like thatapplied to al inan
eëdéd iharinag withlus brother would
ring the Christ-child nearer to us all

A MissioInY in Singapoe s
ay sur!rised' te find l clirclh freshly
Ihitewashed.. He discovered that a iin
învert, a Chinese, bhd doe it as a lIboî
'love. II did it aidtho hnaman t
ank God.'


