‘seelye and adore.’ DR ST
Mhree kings - of India whose terutones e

‘| of each other's existence, reJorced over: this|""
message, and. its nnraculous nnpert iwas|
‘ conﬁrmed;%;to .them by ' wonderful signs; |
| To:the firat, Casper of, \Tharsis, an; ostrlch

THE ‘MARK BY WHICH HE WAS TO
- BE KNOWN!

"By msaor cnmsr. U

How was the Chrlsbmas Babe: to- be dis-’

. tinguished. from all other’ children 9. The
anuels who -announced the tidings to ‘tlie
shepherds would have these humble seekers
/for the Messish ‘make no blunder... The
 Divirie Child niust have an infallible mark,

‘to be, . These peasants. were 'J ews.:i Th
~ hind ‘heard :of:the’ kingl3 nd

‘tHerod’s. pa.lnc ‘th
~prophets hiad foretold that the coning K. ng
"was 'to: eclipse “all “éarthly:: monarchs 'in

glory. - Naturally they. would expect: ‘to:

tmd the new-born:heir of Judal's throne |’

. in some grand apartment of & regal palacs;:

. His .cradle  of ivory’ or_gold, ° His- baby-

“garments of delicate fubrrcs ﬁt for the pros-’

pective king. .

Perhaps it wasa dlsappomtmenb to these
i srmple—mmded men . when' they - learned
from angelic lips what the mark of thenew-
born Messiah was,
by this sign—that he is a child of the poar,
shelteréd in 4 stable; cradled in’a manger
and swathed in the ‘'same coarse- wrappmas
as the babes of the poorest in Isreel,

We cannot make too'inuch of that fact
at Christmastide. . It is a key' to ‘explain

the success of the Gospel in the old‘Roman.

days. . It suggests why the catacombs benr
rude inscriptions ‘to the momory of me-
chanics and hunted slaves who lived and
died in the joy of Christian faith,

Ina European capital I once saw a man
move through a crowd, which parted to
. the right and left to let ‘him pass, wenrmg
on his breast a jewelled order, It as *
sigi. with them’—a sign -that this’ man drd
not belong to the common herd.- . It was
-the badge of the' elect tinority—the noble-
‘boin few. But at - His very birth Christ

““wore the badge of the'i immense me.Jontv in(.

this world—the poor.
His whole ministry was in keeplno w1th
" the" sign that'marked Flim the Messial,
- He lived among the poor. 'He had-com-
passion. on their gorrows.. He shared - all
- their privations in His own personal ex-
peuence of poverty.
-For. the majority of - men in thls world
. me poor.  What is more: thericli are go-
ing to be poor, "Ong of our modern pet

- expressions represents dymg utider: the'

.euphemistic phrase, ‘ joining ¢ the: mu]orxt:y !

It is only another way of szwmg ‘that the|
living inhabitants-of the globe are. few ag
“compared with the countless millions who .

“have passed away. But in another & sense
“the dying man’ ‘joins the meJonty
-maylive a millionnaire but he diesa pa.uper.
“Inthatihonr the richest is as poor as
Lezo,rus at the gate.. Fromhis brrth Christ
was marked -as. belontrmg to tlns common-

1ty of mankmd SRR ;

4T is easy to imagine whu.t the shepherds £ol
“themselves .would have expected the’ sigin’|;

“They will know- Him’

"He

grovss out of eruellas: which’ caprtal ‘has
enadeed’ for:its own advu.ntarre. ¥

and Feconstructing it,.-
wrestoed from: its possessors and. rédistrib-
uted..”

Buti is not oold

by 1wy chanige the'material of which

Butb-}modern Phrlosophy thinks tlmt 1t,
has» ist -
wrong

Thes"orono live Tlmt nm.y seem hard ‘to,
you)oor people. But: then-let it console
you!Bhab it constitutes o beautiful: mstonce
of: fiso" workirig"of the_ grest 1a

benifficent Muther ‘A'l‘he survrval
of .o fibtest.’ " As”though an inquisitor
Buid Eo the vrctrm on’the rack, It ought
to anfort you.in your agony to ‘notice with
whal ~wonderful: accuracy and certmnty this|
midisne operates.’

ever~ pealing note they say to. the poor,
fJems was_one with¥#you. ' He chose to
shaw Yyour ‘lot becanizelit was_ that-of the
majixity,
younzre a brotlier to Jesus Christ:!
nevir= took on His blessed lips the phrloso-
phefeseant,
o | povesty, diseage and_ denth were natural
resitss of a Divine law. They were 23 un-
nati=pl as-hateful. . But for them all He
hasi remédy—* That ye - love one another
aslluove loved you.’. (RN
—.._.‘___

CHRISTMAS LEGENDS

“Thee: first mumft.stntlon of our Snvmur
washais birth, the second his baptism, the
thin the niarriage at Cana.  The Clnis~
tinneshurch ¢onsolidated these three mani-

| festitzions into one festival, and ‘all along

the:ffirst -centuries this festwul was . ob-

wn.sltupposed to confer wonderful medicinal

mor
pealliar belief, : This water Grimm thinks

Ono + obtained it would keep pure and fresh
indiEnitely. -
O, the cominon: péople’ used to believe
th'ltll)etween eleven’ and twelve of this holy

y mth—u nll spnng water turned to wine, "

|upon thelrstrammneye dimming
fat; midday. with its -un

|ceeded, saying : *A'man-the ki :
of the Jews, foriwhom the .whola'. wor_ld‘ :

‘1 of  Peace.

Mo-dern qunckery has’ b\vo dxﬂ‘erent re-
‘medes=s for tlie ills of poverty,
_ | Whes Socialist. agitator says that’ poverty
“iis” arunnatural . and: artificial’ thing, - It

;The only
reny®y:is in. breaking .up modeérn Bociety
Propert;y ‘ust-be|’

Here"is- a_coin’ which ght_;ters like'

; B0+
ill the -breaking up.of society

socitzy is made-—our selfish human nature.,

7 The- weal perlsh :

Tl Christmas bells. are untrmg. .In -‘

In all that you have to bear,
Christ:

He ‘never ssid that misery,

‘of my soul,”:

serwend on Christmas “day.” His- baptism |

prajerties to water, which must be obtained |
at ni=dnight on the day of the nativity.from
‘a rilaning stream, . St.- Chrysestom, inthej
foullh century, preached at.Antioch a.ser- |- - |
in which mention_is made of this| -

was ruged ‘for. thadmaturgiéal - purposes, |

In honor of the ‘marriage at| ..

masters in astronomy.|
mountain’in- India, wutch
for. the Tniraculous ‘star.

brillian

and’from’ its b]mdmg rays;,

Tas. been yea.rnmg, b lnst 1s bor L3

lay 50 wide q.part that they had never heard

hatched from two eggs a lion’ and. a lamb,

the Saviour.of the world- was born..

the agé of three and thirty years, as he was

| doomed to'die at the age of threeand tlnrty

rophecy came true,

ise’ kmgs, g'rtheunrr
together their most’ precious treasures, set
forth tofind this divine child, gurded on

hich: _lntter

them night and: day. wrtlr its unwonted
light;-and. during all their journey not once

did they rest; nor eaf- or:drinls; exther they

or the beasts which'.carried:.t

thirteen™ days’ contintous: ]ourneymﬂ' “the
three holy kings arrived: sxmultnneously ab
J er,_uso.lem, mi 'g “from’ different - points;
’ oW )eech 1ecoemled the

lnhguage: 2y

1 Y the - stay;. they
made the1r way to: Bethlehem meetmg the
shepherds to whom the anoels of the Lord
had announced. ‘the" birth of ‘the Snviour,
8 'At-last the star pnused :over ‘the stable in

| swhich the divine infant lay, and"the wise
kirigs, plitting on their royal robes, entered

and, bowing until ‘their lips touched the

,earth, they- lmd thelr prrceless grf ts at the
feet of the virgin,.

- Then, after due tlme, they retumed to
their kingdoms, and that they might know
the., drﬁ‘erence between . God’s ways and

man's ways, it took.them two years to re-

traco the ground over which' they had come

in thlrteen do.ys.—.R 4. Odkes,

—-—-.-—-_—. N

THL‘ SUN OF MY SOUL..

_One of Tennyson s visitors oiice ventured
to ask him what he thought of Jesus Christ,
They were walking in the ‘garden and for a

‘minute Tennyson -said nothing; then he

stopped by some beautiful flower and said,
simply, * What the sun is to that ﬂower
Jesus Christ is to my soul.. ‘e i is the sun
Tennyson was & man of deep
veserve; but: only the more sigiifiecnnt on
that account is such a revelation as this of

. ['his inner life, . Though not a religious poet
in the technical sense, he brings into his p

poetry. more of the tender sympathy, tho

.} infinibe kindness of Chnst. than. any other

great poet
-——-*-—-.._.

. . TWO STOCKINGS.

In her little stocking
® Betty Baby found, -
‘ First, a tiny golden ring
.- Set with rubjes round,
" Then alovely dolly,
" . Beautiful toses, ;-
. {Bonbons, cakes zmdsugnr Loys. :
- Happy, Bnby sho!l'

“In het little slockmg
" -Polly Baby found, E
7t First, o stick of candy, -
- Ther'an appleround, .
..'.lhen o.pmr of mittens, B
) Fitting perfectly, ’
'Thut was all; but none the less,p .
"Happy Bnbyshe! Lo :

—Youths Oompamon. o

thus signifying the. -mission; of .the. Pnnce .
: To- the 'second, Melchior of|
"| Nubia, 1 * beautiful bird flying ; from his}
.| garden announced in 7 human voice: that | .. -
the third, Balbhnsar of- Gadelm, & child | -
was born Who prophesied the moment he | -
| saw, the light that from a pure virgin a’son |,
~ | had béen born who was doomed to.die at

their way. by the wonderful star, ‘which-led

thougl' spe nng‘

.| he turned to the:school.:

- tion of fdivvy’ like tliatapplied: to alli nan’s
* | needed. sharing: with ¢his -brother “would -
brmg the Chl‘lBt child nearer.to-us all® ¢

- any - surprised: to.. find:his '*churcl f)

i Jof love. .

) Long, too long
Far mvuy from Thee, I phne.

SN eu.rer is my soul's salvn.tion

) Spent the night the dny ‘&b hnhd
-Xeep moinmy lowly station, s -

L Wet(.hmg for.Thee, till Istimd

SOmy. Savicury s

Ix l‘hy brnght u.ntl premrscd ltmd

Wrth my lump well trimmed and buming .

waft. to hear, o,nd slow ‘to roam, o

) Wntch I foir Thy glad returnmg

To restore mo to my home. vt

s Come, my Saviour)

0 my S:wrour' q\uckly comel IR
- M:O\SLLL.

.' Lo .
'l‘HE ART OF CHRISTMAS GIVII\G

Tt has been nemly £Wo. thousund years
ago since’ the first beautiful Christmas gift
camo ‘on eurt]), and :i6s ce1ved with
gladness ‘and joy - -by -shepherd: and. king .
alike.. - To-day, ‘in memory. of. that,. I give
you some- little trifle,. ‘because I ]eve “you,
but I give’ it s unnmcmusly you se;nce]y
like to. take a6

- Give witlr a 103
never, ‘under any:ciro
whieh. you begrudge.
no fruit for you, not even th
of thanks.  You ‘can quote a8 .'m
as you wnnt that ¢ Unto Lim that hi
be'given,’ and so it; 'shall;’be
this JWAY, (.

..... Qu»popseas:
gifts” of ~ gentleness- and - graciousness, - -of!
politeness and 'of goodness; and -thess nve;
gifts, that call. others. to’ them:  Tf: people E
are cross and disagreeable. there “is. very
slight inclination to wish "théem A Merry,
(.«hrlstnms ;. if they are irritable and snap-
pish nobody cares whether they are blessed
with a Christmas present-or not, but tinto
her who hath the graces that I lm.ve cited; -

| will certnmly come a basket.full of good

gifts, ! pressed down, shaken together and’
runmng over.'—Ruih Ashmore.. = - ...
‘DIVVY ’

At'a Christmas entertainment: last: year
the superintendent, a Western man newly
elected to the office, made -a little spéeci
before the gifts upon the tred were distri-
buted to thechildven. = Daiing his remm.hs
he said, ‘Suppose when we come to’ ive.
out these bags of candy, some boyor gul
doesn’t get any. ‘Suppose there -are more .
boys and girlsthan thereave bags'of éandy,
T hope that any child who gets n bag will
do, s wo say out West, will 4*divyy.”? ="

There was ‘a great sxlence over the roon,,.
and one of ‘the older:church-members sits
ting on the platform thought-the’ children’,
didn’t 'understand the superintendent’s-re®.
marks, - He thtched Ius cout nnd whls-;

ered : :
‘Brother  they - don t know wlmb you .
mean by “dlvvy wres

“What ! exclaimed the supermt dent,’
m asténishment, - “*Oh, yes they do: Aznd
si*‘How many: boys :
here know. what it means to *‘divvy. 7’ '

- A forest of hands went up, :

You tell,’ smdthesupermtendent points;
ing at the' smallest ‘boy. ot the:front: seat. .

- ‘Menns to make two: equal‘halves; and-,
keep tho smallest - yourself 1

- Blessed spmb of -Christmas !

‘Singapore;,
wlntewushed IIe drscovere

‘T dld‘; .

thnnk God P




