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1837
AND MY CONNECTION WITH IT (1)

ORN in St. Andrews, Drovince of New DBrunswick, I
am a “good Tory,” and not of a Revolutionary stock.
My father’s futher, a Boston merchant, sacrificed his all for
the Royal cause, and left for Halitax with Geucral Gage,
when Boston was evacuated, in 1776. My mother’s mother
emigrated from Postmouth to New Lrunswick, with a
daughter married to Coptain Storrow, of the British army,
from whom my name was taken. She wus a ¢ Wentworth, »
cousin to John Wentworth (afterwards Sir John, Governor
of Nova Scotia), the last Royal Governor of New Hampshire ;
niece to Sir Benning, his predecessor ; and granddaughter to
John Wentworth, who preceded him. These three ** Went-
worths ’—father, son, and grandson,—having governed New
Hampshire for more than forty years.

When, at fifteen years of age, I came to Montreal, in the
year 1818, I was already a politician from much reading of
newspapers ; but forming my ideas of what was vight in men
and things mostly from the Jessons contained in ¢ Plutarch’s
Lives.” In the same year the Parliament of Lower Canada
was for the first time called upon to make provision for the
* Civil List,” which included payment of all provincial sal-
aries, in accordance with an offer made in 1810, !

In those days there was no * Responsible Government ”
in the colonies, and no Colonial Ministry. Kach had a House
of Assembly elected by the people, a Legislative Council ap-
pointed for life by the Crown, and a Governor, who was
some old military officer lett on the hands of the ITome Mi-
nistry by the Peace of 1815, and who knew little of govern-
ing beyond the word of command. The BExecutive Couneil,
responsibie no where, and to nobody, was a mere councii of

. (1) This article was originally published in the New Dominion
Monihly, vor. LV, number one, april, 1869, It is now entirely out of
the reach of nearly all of our readers. We thought it proper to reprint
it, us jt contains some interesting particulars in relation with the
Rebellion of 1857,

The New Dominjon Monthly bas been founded in 1868, and has
subsisted, | think, until 1873. "It contains several important historical
papers by Bourinot, LeMoine, Rev. Rand, and others. The complete fyle
s scarce and worth to be kept in record.—R. R.



