
were received from thegoing, contained in my report 
Restearch Council.

Mr. Newton states that on page 13 of my report the 
cost of United States anthracite in Winnipeg is given as 
$0.50 to $10 per ton, and that on page 17 the same report 
shows the cost as $11.25 per ton, and that no dates are 
o-iven as to what year these figures apply.
° These statements are made in this form althoug 1 is 
clearly stated that prices on page 13 are for the two years, 
iai6 and 1917, and are “f.o.b. cars,” whereas the prices 
on page 17 are for coal “delivered” and are, of course 
prices prevailing at date of writing the report, which as 
shown on page 3, was prior to October 24th, 1917. Y

to‘thè^freîght'tariff to» and 

quotes the higher tariff in force to-day. XX hat he omits 
to state is that the tariff he quotes only went mtO effect 
one month ago. Is it fair criticism to quote a tariff that 

till five months after my report was;was not in effect 
written?

With regard to the B.t.u. 
nothing that Mr. Newton can say will increase it. 
analyses are given on pages 20 to 23 and can be consulted 
W anyone dining accurate information respecting same.

ferred’ trf atove ' 'tLs, ^

etc., and data respectmg the^0^0^ Phese’figures were
Newton to Mr. R. A. K > nroducts was made in

- - -•

rfibintenongh data have been cited above to demon-

value ' of the Souris coal,

lnto,„P=ot,-dmg this communication^, desjjo voi« a 

protest against the langiiag a c;rcumstances the use 
ing a brother engmeer^ ^accurate, too vague to
of such epithets as mcon - ,, ,, t extraordinary
be of an, service and miskadmg.^ m „
proposition I ever came ac - norance of basic facts 
is doubly so when basedupon a g^ had Mr. Newton 
that could easily have b660 , made by man who

"mini-,

engineer.” WM. J. DICK, M.Sc.
Ottawa, Ont., May nth, i9l8-

Sir,—Owing to absence from Ottawa, the attack on 
my pamphlet, “Briquetting of Lignite,” was brought to 
my notice only a few days ago. Were it not for the ex
penditure on this plant that is being undertaken by the 
Dominion, Manitoba and Saskatchewan Governments, I 
would not consider it necessary to refute Mr. Newton s 
erroneous statements and deductions. _

Mr. Newton states that he is not a “coal-chemist nor 
a “mining engineer” but that he speaks as a member 
the public, who has looked a good deal into the fuel situa
tion for the last few months from a commonsense point of 

burned lignite through the wholeview,” and that he has 
of one winter.

Most people consider that lack of technical know e ge 
respecting a purely technical subject disqualifies a man 
from discussing such subject. Mr. Newton, however 
does not share that opinion. Mr. Newton seems to tMnk 
that the best man to settle a disputed point ^ one who 
does not know anything about it because he is not biased

either way.
Before discussing the erroneous 

ductions in Mr. Newton,’s letter, I desne 
misunderstanding of the P09111^^ £ certain basic

had absolutely no ground

statements and de- 
to correct his

Conservation, particularly as 
facts will demonstrate that 
for many of his gratuitous assumptions.

Over a vear a<to, the Research Council requested the 
Mines Branch of the Department of Mines ^ 'nvesLga e 
the carbonized lignite briquetting process , d for
cost data respecting same. The report was prepared Tor 
the Mines Branch by Mr. B. F. ^aane , , ^
stand, was assisted by an expert ue renort to the 
Mines Branch transmitted a copy of this p 
Research Council.

Later, Mr. R. A. Ross, on behalf of_ * * atk)n to

p"rSVcaj^dU^

there is an estimate of cost, o xe = n data COn-
3o,coo-ton plant, based, understa^ d^^ P ^ to the 
tained in the report made by
Mines Branch.

The _
sible for any ateme 
tion or opérât g the 
Commission reported
"Emission Conservation£££?*£ 

that $400,000, or any other su , ^ c^,structed, and the

1 31 Sed o make any recommendation.
nature were. I understand,

Commission of Conservation is
niant nor has the

the practicability oron

ting plant, nor 
Commission was not 
Any recommendations of this 
made by the Research Council.

The selection of the site for the 1 nqu of the
its construction and operation, Research Council,
process are entirely in the hands of the ^ ibmty 
and the Commission ot Co"^rva been conSulted in any 
in connection therewith and h - respecting the fore
way respecting same. All oasic

and

Engineering Ethics and Salaries

Sir,-The writer was^«itkising the code 
9th inst., a letter Society of Civil En-
of ethics laid down by the Canady ^ the consult„
gineers, Jor it is certain y ^ for in the present
mg engineers are the oY > jneers that a code of
code, whereas it is p o-uidance of the engineer-ethics is very necessary for the guidance ^
employees, pertoPj m ^ accepted as a guide
r,60,5 "üm£r o8f copied engineers who a,, no, 

members of the society.

i Letters to the Editor

Mr. Dick Answers Mr. Newton
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