
206 T11t3 C09AADIAX PIRESB'rE1

these enormities these men (bis seet cilled Callistiang) are lest to ail sense of
shaîne, and prestino to call thecinseives a Catholic Chrh'

1Iti this narrative Nve roio ' niize Onie or two important things, namely:
1. That thora Nvas a Pr tbyt ery at this time in Ronme for tise governmeut of

thc Ciiorcl, of wvhiuh tue mninisters or Bishops of the sturrounding ciîurches 1vert
nienibers.

2. Tiat a iiop was net an overseer of Chur-ches, but of a floek. Rippoly.
tus was Bishop at the harbour of Rouie, and nt the saine time member etf the
governing Presbytery of Rome.

3. Whatever progress Elpiscopacy may, up to this time, have mada ia thp
Church, it i5 evident that iPrelacy wvas stili unknown-that even the Bishop or
Pope of Rome, wvas net supreine within his own diocese, much less in tise Chris.
tian Church beyond it.

4. That tise original Presbyterian polity stili, in ail its essential features, re.
mained intact. The teaching eiders were called Bishops; the ruiing eiders Pres;.
byters; and the Deacon's office wvas to attend to the wants of the poor.

Such is the historical and eclsatclvalue of this resuseitated and uncor-
rupted ancient document. It bears ail the marks of' genuincness. The politi.
cal and social events wvhich it notes arei corroborated by contemporary histories,
and the ecclesiastical events are sucb as the -%vriter himself was personaliy con.
cerned iii, and bear ail the marks of versicity.

As regards the wbeole systein oft'ne Papacy, this wvork is as if one rose fromn
the grave to give solemn testimony against its flagrant departures, not onIy fron
divine truth, but from the teaching of the third century. We flnd nothing
in this treatise concerning prayer-s for the dead; the adoration of saints or the

VignMary; purgatory; tise sacrifice of the mass, or the powver of thse priesrs

This treatise is, besides, valuable as a statement of the Ohurchi doctrine of titi
time. At the end of the tenth book there 18 "la discourse conceriiing the trnth,
t7hat the reader recognising the power of truth May be saved by wvorthi1y beiev-
ing ir. God." This is simply a confession of Faith, in Nvhieh the chief doctrines
of thse Gospel are briefiy stated. It begn with these words-" 0 Greeks, Egyp-
Iltiaus, Chaldeans, and every race oft men! learn ye wvhat the Deity is. and
tgwhat is bis weli-ordered creation from us who are thse friends of God." Then
follow statements concerning God and Christ; the creation and fail of man ; the
revealed will of God ; concluding as fellows :--I By this knowleclge you will es-
cape the cemingy orse of the flery judgment and the dark and lightiess eye üf
Tartarus. Christ is hie whem the God over ail bas erdered to wash away the
sins of mankind, renewing the oid man."

C. Bunsen lias taken exception to this confession as wanting the article about
the Holy 'Ghest, and attemipts besides te make it appear as if the persenality of
the Spirit wvas ne part of the christian faith cf tbose days. It is certainiy flot
easy te account for the omission cf this article from, the confession cf flippoY.
tus. But 'wben %ve consider-ist, that this treatise is but a mutilated fragment:
2nd, that the errors agaiast wvhich hie is -%vriting do net pertain te the personai-
ity cf the lloly Spirit; Srd, that in anether treatise, which Bunsen himself ae-
knowledges te be an undeubted work cf Ilippelytus, we have most clear state-
ments on this very doctrine. Considerinig these things, it dees seem strange thât
sueis an idea sbould have entered thse mind cf s0 accurate a critie as Bunsen.
What, for exaraple, couid be more peinted tisas this: "'We beheid thse Word
incarnate in Christ; we cemprehended the Father by llim; we believe the Son"
We worship the Holy Spirit." Again : I wiIl flot say twe Geds, but eue, and
two persons and a third dispensatien, the grace cf thse I{ely Spirit. Fer thse Ffi'
tiser is indeed one, but twe persons, because there is the Son; and tlie ileircl il


