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ttzeen sections of a fratornity, i7hoae
prinary abject is ta, enablo men 01 ai11
conditions ana classes, ta meet ta-
gether ana eetablish among thema-
calves, good feeling in spite of the dis-
tinctions which characterize them.
By setting up teetotal lodgos, ve are in
fact taking the firat and a most effec-
tive step towArds destroying that
nanity ana harmony wbich it is, Our
nnxiety ta secure.

Bro. Dr. Richardson, in replying ta
the tost cf his health and succens ta
the lodge of Ring Solomon, had a
isomewhat difficuit taslr ta, perform,
but he performea it well. He ex-
plaine clea.rly and unreservedly that
the fundamental rule in wvhich the
nier, loae would be conducted wa?
tIWat of abstinence from ail alcoholie
dIrinks at.their social gatherings. He
said. there were three points of -view
forom 'which what hie designated the
temperance question ras regarded.
There were, in the first place, those
x7ho lookod with absolute horror an
alcaholia drink, from its- baneful
effeots generally, but chiefly from the
large amount cf criminality which
vas traceable taoits influence. Others
took a utilitarian ana somewhat self-
jali, yet not unworthy, view. These
considered abstinence from alcoholic
beverages would bave the effect of
lessening disease, promaoting healîli,
prolonging life, and increasing our
persona], domestie, and national hap-
pinees. The third clase, ta, which he
himself belonged, looked upon it as a
physical question. He coula not dis-
caver from the scientiflo researches
nud experiments he had made that
alcoholic drink didpeople any good,
or in any vzay addaed ta their physical
health or 'well-being. On the con-
trary, he believqd that in the case of
those who abetained from ail sucli
stimulants, the Lody was stronger,
and the mind more vigarous ana cap-
able, therefore, of greater and more
oustained efforts. These three classes
of opinion area pr- fectly unobjection-
àble, but we fail ta, see 'what more
they havet tadowith Freemnasonry or

Freemasanry viith them nor thrant
any Urne during the past, history of'
tho society. Freemasonry, to beain
with, le a great temperance fraternity.
On ail occasions it proclalme tempor-
ance as an essential, part of its sys--
tom, as indeed temperance, must, in
the very nature of tbmngs, Le an essen-
tiaI part cf every system of morality.

But temperance and teetotalism,
xwith which Bro. Dr. Richardson would
have us confound it, cannot Le synony-
mious terme. The latter not only
pre-supposes the existence of intem.-
perince of a particular kind, namely,
intemperance ln drink, but it also
assumes that the Lest, if not the only,
ivay of coping successfully with this
evil is, ta compel men ta give up oneO
extreme in favor of its opposite. The
teetotaller says in effeot that the onlly
cure for excessive alcoholia drmnking
ie ta, abstain from it altogether, but
this at least is an open question, and,.
as sucli, calculated ta excite serious
disputation. But in Freemasonry
the discussion of religious or political
questions je forbidden, ana if w&ê
would preserve in aur ranlis the bar-
mony thus obtained fro-m being con-
verted into discord, wea muet Le care-
fui ta include in the same category of
thinge forbiddien the discussion of ail
these social questions whioh are like.

r y toadisturb the pleasure of aur meet-
ings. Thus a teetotater muet no.
more be allowed ta join or romain ini
Freemasonry in order that ho may
use it as a means 'wheroby ta preacli
teetotalism, than a Christian or a Jew
may join or remain in it, in order the
botter ta proolaim the monits of Ghris-
tianity or Judaism. Freemasomzy
recgnizes no distinction of religions
or political faith. Men of ail creede
are welcame, if they are found per.
sonaily worthy, but there wilL be an
end at once of aur boastedI principle
of toleration, if mve provide a place in
aur midet for the teetotaler, not be-
cause he je a riglit worthy good fel-
low, but because hoe is a teetotalor,
and,' therefore, deepoticaily opposed
to the use, as rell as the abuse, of


