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the craft operative or building societies,existed,derived from the secrets of uccult philo-
sophy, or the Rosicrucian Order of the middie ages, from which some of the high
grades had their origin, and in which the rites and dogmas of the Templars were pre-
served. It is recorded that the speculative and oierative bodies met together in the
general assemblies of Masons in York and London, and th.at in the seventeenth
century niemubers of the lioy Cross, Protestant Knights Templar, and Knights (,f St.
John, joined in these assemblies; but it was not uitil about 1750 -that ve lihst heair of
the Templar degrees in the south of England being publiu attached to craft
Lodges of the " York Rite'' of Free Masonry, froin whence they spread to other parts
of the kingdo0m /hy so litile is known of the personation of the Templars by the
Frec Masons after its suppression as a Chivalrie Body, nay have beei frum the faet
tlat as the knowledge of their existence was of necesity restricted to tie secret
societies, so it wvas :m;possi ble tihat any but Masons could join it, and they, preservin.g
the strictest secreey and nystery respecti..g everytihing connected witlh the fratcrniity,
quietly tnd secretly perpetuatei the Tenplar doet.ines anongst themselves, probably
keeping the knowledge of it- existence secret even froin Masons, except such as were
admnittedi te t:oe "inner veil " and .selected to join it. This mnay acounit for the Ordie
as We have it, being preserved by the fraternity, without any docunentary proofs of
its listory being 'eft behind. it vas only when Free Masonry to>k a high and
strong pos.tion in England that the faet of the continued existence of the Temp ars
becamne generailly knowna.

In 1791 we find the Templar Rite styled £ Grand Elcet Knights Templar Kadoshi,
of St Johlin of Jerusalei, Palestine, Rho.des, and Malta,'' thus conbining the moderi
and mlore anci nt titles. This coifasion of naies is a curious anonaly. We know
the Temiplars dlerivedl their naie fromu a residence on the site of the Temple : they
never were Knights of St. John. In 1848. after the A. & A. S. lite of 33' had been
established in li n;daid, the Templar P!ody resigned control over the " kos.- Croix
and I Kadosh," which la d leen ineorporatetd into the A. & A. Rite a1 hie 1 Stli and
.0th degrees. It was, therefore, necessary to suppress the old ceremonies and con-
fine themiselves to the Templar aloae, an i to chlange the name into the degrce of
9LMasonzie Kniglits i'emplar." This title was not used in England before 1851,
althlugh the tern Masonic apj pers in the warrants of A dmiral yunker y between 1791
and 1706, but was never adopted, b..ing in faut an absurd pre.fix. These changes,
which, it is said, were made to please the Chiefs of the newly imported Ancient aud
Accepted Scuttish iRite ef 3 30, gave great dissatifactio tthe Telar Ordvr. Until
1853, the Urder of the Temple antd Malta remnai'îd conbined il the Eîucampments
of the old systen, buta revision of the Statutes oi .e tien Grand Conclave was made,
and tihe Odcr of Malta excluded altogetner; ieveral Encampments, however, con-
tinued to perpetuate the degree though not in the somne forin, as this would have

a delianice to the U rand Conelave.
In 1863, te Urand Cunclave again fornally revived the Maltese Order, Viti a con-

siderabie ritua-, but as a separate degrce inistead of combined with the Temiplars as
it has b.cu befure 1Sj3 ; and in 1873 an"ther revision took place, wlien n w statutes,
carefully drawnî up, were aopte-, consolidating the two bodies inçder the nauw' of
the 4 Uinitud Religiousanîd Miitary Order (f te Temple, and of St. Join of .Jeriusa-
lem, Plalestine, Idhodes, and Malta.' Thisi union cannot but prove beneticial m the
cnd, its tendiency aid object being t) raise the Ord -r in social status, and to api roxi-
mate it to that of the ancient Knights, discarding all modern iinovationiis thjat lead
to errora knuwn tu be historically untruc.

But I consider it a great mistake to have separated the " R.,e Croix" fron the
Templar, loukîaîg upon it as I do, as purely a Teupar degree, entirely out of place
elseiviere. iny own opinion lias always been thait the Rose Croix was ast ientl an
integrai part of ihe Teiiplar initiation, perhaps the pa.t niost openly practised, as
not cont..ininag anythg offenive to the Papal doctrines, and that part of their
teachiig that repudiated th Papal usurpa'ion of power nay have been kept for the
"iiiner eirelai' iii tue secret coielaves of the leaders of tle Order.

It appears te me that the criigin and progress of Templary in Ireland lias nlever
been fully looketi inte. If Ireland gave the Templar Order to Ame:ia, as the smim-
larity of thicir rituals wvouldi have us to suppose, it woult be woith while mnakig a
strict investigation as to wnen and where Ireland obtaind it. Valuable information
3might be procured ii the old country Lodges which hmad Chapters and E.,camîpents
att-acliedt to it.m. I learn tliat the earliest record of Templary in% the Un ited Sites
is in Pennsylvania, where its degrees were confeird umnder Bliue Ladge warrants
about 1 79u to 17e. These dergret s werc conferred in two Lodges. one at Hlaraisburg
and one at Carlisle. li 1797 they joincd the first Grand Encampienît in the United


