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Elms, as Shade Trees, Have a Grace and Beauty all Their Own

are all delightful shade trees. The white
or silver maple, a particularly graceful
and pleasing species for park planting
is not so good as a street tree, it being
very casily damaged.. The Horse Chest-
nut, planted everywheic because of its
beautiful appearance when in flower, 1s

undesirable as a street tree. The ground
underncath 15  strewn flrst with the
sticky bud scales, then the falling flow-
ers—later the fruit is such an attraction
to the boy that he damages the tree in
his attempts to secure it. The tree, too,
is particularly liable to insect nttnck

A Plea for the Sprmg Garden

! Miss M. E. Blacklock, Toronto, Ont.

HOSE who have only a few beds,
T gorgeous though they be, of tu-

lips and hyacinths, do not know
the joys of a spring garden, though
they may think they do. Not that
clumps of tulips and hyacinths are not
a great addition to it, but gcometrical
beds of them are an)thmn but lo- able,
and lovablencss is the very esscnce of
the spring garden.

The garden I am advuiating would be
quite unaoticeable a block away, but you
can poke about in it and cnjoy it and
be continually finding something new
and interesting. The first. things to
greet you will be the snowdrops, which
arc duc here (Toronto) any time after
the first of March, ard last well into
April and even May in late seasons. The
Giant Snowdrop (Galanthus Elwcsii) is
the carlicst and pcrhnps the most showy
of the genus, and is much larger than
the common one (G. nivalis), which fol-
lows it. The double form of the latter
makes, when naturalized, a mass of
snowy white.  Snowdrops should be
planted so that the bulbs almost touch

cach other and then left undisturbed to
form permanent clumps, which will in-
crease in beauty year by year. In time
they will become too thick to prosper,
but not for a good many years. They
can be buught here for one dollar a hun-
dred, and are stil! cheaper in England,
so the price is within the reach of near-
ly every one.

While the snowdrops are still in per-
fection the Spring Snowflahes (Leuco-
jum sernum) are making their appuar-
ance.  These ate a little larger and have
loager stems than the snowdrop.  They
hive a small yellow blotch at the tip of
cach petal and are quite sweet-scented.
Otherwise they rescmble the snowdrops
s0 much that the casual vbserver alinost
invariably mistakes them for snowdrops.

Neat come the Siberian Squills (Scilla
Sibxrica), in color a most charming blue.
These should be planted in  groups.
Left untouched, they vill give « sohd
mass of color during April.

Blooming contemporancously with the
Siberian Squills are several varicties of
Glory-of-the-Snow  (Chionodoaa), zll of

March, 19:3

them dolightful, though very differeit,
shades of blue. C. Lucillae is a nen .
phila-blue, C. Sardenis a Gentian-bl...,
and C, Gigantea (syn. C. Grandiflor |,
with very large flowers, a lavender-bh..,
While these are all lovely little flowe, .,
they are not so effective as the Siberi g
Squill.  There is a beautiful white-fle. ..
ered form of Scilla Siberica to be 1.1
now quite reasonably, Two other .-
icties of the smaller Scillas are pretty
S. bifolia Alba and S. Lifolia Carnc.,
the latter is especially so.
THE UYACINTHS

The carliest of the Grape Hyacini
(Muscari azureum robustum)—pale bl
as its name implies, with a stiff, uprigi;
flower stem—adds to the array of the
blue flowers with which nature dehiglas
to deck the April garden. Al those
bulbs flower about the same time as 1lc
cracns, and continue in bloom equally
long.

Of the herbaceous plants the first un
the scene is the single form of the white
Rock Cress (Arabis Alpina). The double
form of it comes on just as the sinule
is waning

For profusion of bluom there are lon
things that excel the Rock Cress, and
it has the added charm of a faint almond-
like fragrance, It is perfectly hardy
here (Toronto), and will grow anywhere,
though like most things it responds to
good treatment. The flowers of the
double variety taper up into a spike not
unlikz a miniature stock, and it lasts i
bloom much longer than the single.
Bulbs of the Muscari Heavenly DBlue
planted amongst its creeping stems, give
a charming contrast of blue and white.
This Grape IHyacinth, I may add, i« the
largest and handsomest of the family,
though there are several other varicues
heside it and M. azureum that are vony
well worth growing—a pure white one,
Pearls of Spain (M. botryoides iy,
« white one tinged rose (M. b. caudi
dum), and « pale Lavender-blue (M. b.
pdlidum).  The last two are little pomns
of delicate colur, but alas! they arc o
expensive to plant in quantity.

The purple Rock Cress (Nubricti is
another dear little spring floner.
womes in various shades of mauve, pur-
ple, crimsun-purple, and cven pale |k,
furming ]u\\,-l)mg masses of ol |
am .nfr.nd it is not quite hardy exce, . m
well sheltered  situations, but as . i
casily grown from the sced, wha o i
nut eapensive, it is well worth a . il
I have wintered mine now for  our
scars, but I protect it carefully sad ow
it on « warm boider, where no  aia
over ludges. It blooms cacdy and
bines delightfully with Golden Tu  .nd
the white Rock Cress ( irabis), . re-
mains in bloom a long time. The ng:
lish rouk gardens are brilliant w -h it
through April and May.



