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organization. [t was a perfectly legal
body, appointcd by virtuc of a stat-
ute, and as long as it was employed
in examining candidates it was excr-
cising legitimatc functions. By an

)rder-in-Council, of January, 18 it
was anade a board of rcfcrcncc and
consultation to which the Minister
might refer all matters of an educa-
tional naturc; but he did not, how-
ever, by this ordcr agrce to bind him.
self, nor in practice did it scen that
he intended to bind himself, by any
of its findings. It was this use to
which the Committec was put, not
contemplated by the statute that au-
thorised its existence, which had been
objected to all along, and which
raised such a storm of opposition
against the Committece of 1876. Th:
use, he contended, was illeghl, mis-
leading, unfair to the great body of
educators in the province, and deroga-
tory to the dignty itself. It covered
up an arbitrary authority on the part of
one who by reason of his position
could not be acquainted with the de-
tails of the system which he manipu-
'ated, with the understood endorsation
c a a body of educational experts. Ie
(Mr. Bryant) disclaimcd any attack
upon the Minister himself. He criti-
cised the faulty systen over which the
Minister fGund himiv7.i plaAcu,
which forced him to act irresponsi-
bly and unadvisedly. If this Commit-
tee were to have any real consultative
authoritv, it should have the power
of coming to final decisions upon
all mr_,ters referred to it, and should
be responsible in some way or other
for these decisions to the public. It
should not be subjected to the indig-
nity of giving the weight of its wisdom
and its experience to a decision, only
to sec its advice rejected for that of
others. After carefully considering
the subject, he (Mr. Bryant) could
not believe that the present system
of administering the school law by a
party chief was the best system that

could be foundl. It nccssitatcl
every few ycars the placing at th-,
hcad of the edu:ational systen -a
systcnà .o complex that none out
trained expert could understand it--
one whose political eminence pre
cluded the possibility of his bemng
such an educational expert. It ne-
cessitated the support of the acts of
this gentleman as a matter of course
hy his political party friends and the
public journals which favoured the
Administration to which he bclonged,
as also the hostile criticism and often-
times downright condemnation of
these same acts by his political op-
ponents. It necessitated the erection
and continuance of a perfectly irre-
sponsible and arbitrary authority over

i our Cducational system, or else the
bringing of every pctty regulation in
regard to the internal economy of
the school systen to tht arbitrament
of a direct party vote in the Legisla-
turc. It necessitated the Minister in
making a choice of suitable occupants
for positions of emolument within his
gift-positions requiring professional
reputation, experience, and judgment
in their incumbents-to be submitted
to all sorts of party wirepulling and
intrigue ; and it inflicted upon suc-
cessful candidates for such position3,
who perhaps were perfectiv guiitiess
of any such o'nworthy canvassmng. the
stigma cf party servility. It tended
to create in the public mind a sus-
picion that in the authori.ation of
certain text-books rather than others
the Minister w'as guided by the poli-
ti-al faith and allegiance of the
authors and publishers rather th-
by the suitability of the books author-
ized. It tended to create, too, the
suspicion that political influence was
a weightier argument to convince the
Ministers' judgment than principle or
reasonableness. It gave to party
journals an opportunity to magnify
every little act of Ministerial common
sense and judgment into a matter of
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