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SPASMUDIC COLIC iN HURSES.

Tae n'ta~k of this colie is very sudlen.
There is often not the shightest warning.  ‘The
borse hegins fo shift his pasture, lovk round
at his Aanke, paw violentiy, stnke his belly
wi 3 jus feet, 1.2 dinwn, roll, and that frequent':
on hs batk.  In atew minntes the pain scems
1o ceas?, the horse shakes imseli and begins
to feed, bt va o sudden the spasm returns
more violently, every indication of pain is
increased, he hirwves at his flanks, breaks out
into & profus~ persp.ration, and throws limself
wore vio'en'ly about.  In the space of an hour
or two, cithar the spasms begin to relax and
the remisstons are ot longer duration, or the
torture 13 auzmented at every paroxysm, the
intervals of eus» are fewer and less marked,
and mflammat oa and death supervenc.

Of the synptoms by which it may best be
distinzuished fvom inflammation of the bowels,
we shall speak when we treat of that discase.
Amaag the causes of colic are, the drinking of
eold water when the horse is heated. There
is not a surer caase of violent spasin than this.
Co'ic will sometimes follow the exposure of a
horse to the cold air, or a cold wind after
violent exercise.  Green food, although, gene-
rally spzakiag, most beneficial to the horte,
et given i to Jarge a quantity, or when the
?\orse is hot, w.l freqnently produce gripes.
1a so.ac horses tuere seems to be a constitu-
tional pradisposition to colic. They cannot be
harlly wrked, or exposed to unusual cold,
without a it of it. In many cases when these
horzss h e dicd, stones have been found in
some part of the alimentary canal.

Fortunataly we me acquaunted with several
medicines that allay these spasms, and the
diseas? often ceases almost an suddenly as it
appeared.  Three ounces of oil of turpentine,
with an ounse of lautarum, given 1y a pint of
warm ale, w.il frequently have an almost
instaytaneous effect.  The account which e
have just mven of the cecum will not be
forzotien.  Lven a small quantity of flind will
aellon be deiamed in the stomach, but will
pass throuzh the ileam to the cecum o7 water
atmach, and ia tlus passage will come m
imme l1at2 contact w:th the spasmed part.

If r2lief be not obtamed 1n half an hour, 1t
wrill be prudent to blecd, because the continu-
ance of the spasm will produce inflimmation.
Sz prastitioners ‘eed at first, and it 13 far
from a bal pracice, foralthough the maonty
of cases witl yiz'd *o turpentine, opium, and
alore, an cady bleeding may occasionally
preveat iz ossurrence of inflammation, cr
e ve lo mupzate it If 1t be clearly a case of
coie Lalf of the Lrst dose may be repeateld,
wit a fuall ouace of Barbadoes aloes dissolved
in warm water. The stimulas produced on
the inuer surface of the howels by the purga-
tice, may zouateract the srritation which caused
the spa~m.  The belly should be well rubbed
with a bruzh or warm cloth, but not bruised
ad in,ared by the broom-handie rubbed over
it by tiw) great fallows with all their strength.
The h.rse should be walked about, or {rotted
mal>ruelv. Tae motion thus produced in
the boweis, and tha friction of one intestine
aver the other, may relax the spasm, but the
hasty g2llop may speedily cause inflammation
gucecad to colic. Clysters of warm water,
ar contuning a solution of aloes, should be
fnjected.

\Wazn relief has been obtained, the clothing
of ths horss should be removed and fresh dry
clothing substituted.  He should be well ht-
tered down in a warm stable or box, and have
fresh mashes the two or three next days, and
Jukewarm water.

Some persons give gin, and even gin and
peoper, in caxs of gripes. This, however, is

te useful, and even sufficient, in ordinary
cases of colic, but if thete beany inflammaticn
or tendency to nflammation 1t cannot fail to
bz hughly injurious.

INFLAMMATION OF THE BOWELS.

There are two varieties of this malaly.
The first 13 inflamunation of the extemal coals
of the intestines, accompanied by consuleralle
fever and costivenese. Tle second is that
of the nternal or muccus coat, usually the
consequence of an overdore of physic, and
accompamed by violent purging. We will
here speak of the first of these affections.
fntlammation of the cxternal coats of the
stomach is a very frequent and fatal disease,
and it is of great consequence that its caly
symploms shoulll be known. It the horse hias
been carefully oteerved, restlessness and fever
will have been scen 1o precede the attack; in
many cases a direct shivering fit will be
observed ; the mouth will be hot, and the nose
red. The horse will soon express the most
dreadful pain by pawing, striking at his belly,
looking wildly at his flanke, grcamng and
tolling. The pulse will be quickened and
small; the cars and legs cold, the belly tender
and sometimes hot; the breathing quickened;
the bowels costive, and the horse becoming
rapidly and fearfully weak.

It may be useful to give a short table of the
distinguishing symptoms of colic, and inflam-
mation of the howels, because the treatment
recommended for the former would often be
fatal in the latter.

Colic.—Sudden in its altack—pulse not much
quickened, but fuiler—legs and cars of the
natural temperature~—relicf obtained from ruk-
bing the belly—rclief obtained from motion—
intervals of rest—strength scarcely aflected.

Inflammation of the Dowels —Gradual in
its :\Rproach, with indcations of fever—pulse
much quickened, small, or scarcely pereep-
tible—legs and ears cold—bclly exceedingl
te~der and painful to the touch—-motion evi-
dently mcreasing the pam--constant pain—
rapid and great weakness,

The causes of this disease are, first of all,
and rast frequently, ~adden exposnre to cold.
1€ a horse that has been highly fed, carefully
groomed, and kept in a warm stable, be heated
with exercize, and have Leen for scme hours
without food; and in this state of cxhaustion
be suffered to drink freely of cold water, ar be
drenched with rain, or have his legs and belly
washed with cold water, an attack of mdam-
mation of his bowels will often follow, An
over-fed horse subjected to severe and long
continued exertion, 1f his lungs werepreviously
weak, will protably be attacked by inflamma-
tion of them; but if his lungs wee sound, the
bowels will, on the following dar, ke the ecat
of disease. Stones in the inteitines are an
occastonal cause of inflammatidy, and colic
neglected, or wrongly treated, vill tenm;inate
mit. The treatment of inflampation of the
bowels, hike that of the ngs, shéuld be prompt
and energetic. The first and dost powerful
means of cure will be bleeding. From six to
eight cr ten quats of Liood shoud be taken as
soon a8
the extent of four or five quark more if the
pain be not relieved, and the yhlse have not
become rounderand fuller. Thédspeedy weak-
ness that accoinpanies this disede should not
deter from bleedinglargely. Itidthe weakness
that 12 the consequence of violer} inflammation
of these parts, and if that ijammation Le
subdned by the loss of bloodJthe weahness
wiltdisappcar. The bleeding shiuld be effected
on the first appearance of the diase, for there
is no maladyfthat so quickly rqs its course.
Next!o bleedingwill foliow clyst¢s. Although
the bowels are usually confined we can not
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are already in far too irritable a elate. The
clyster may consist of warm water, o= very
thin grue),”in which hall a yound of Eptem
salts or half an ounce of alovs has Leen
dissolved, and too much finid can scarcely te
thrown up. If the common ox bladder and
pipe be used 1t should be frequently replen
1ehied : Lut with Reed's ratent pump alieady
refeired to, sufficient Aay te injected lo rene.
trate beyond the rectum and seach to the colen
and cacum, and dispese them to evacuate their
ceniente.  The hosse may likewise be cencoue
taged to dnnk plentifully of waim water c¢
thin giuel; am{ draughte, each containing &
couple of drachms of dissolved alces, may be
given every kix hours, until the towels are
frecly opened.

Neat it will te prudent to cndeaveur o
excite ccnsiderable exteinal infammaticn as
ncar as possible to the eeat of ntcrral dircate,
and therefore the whele of the telly sheuld
e blistered. Ina well matked cate of this
inflammation, no time sheuld Le lost in aprly
ing fomentations, lut the Uister le at cnee
resorted to. The tincture of Spsnich flics,
whether made with spisit of wine or turpentine
should be well rubted in. The legs should
be well bandaged, to restcre circulation to
them, and thus Jessen the fow of blocd to the
wflamed part, and for the came reaecn the
horee should te well clothed, but the air of
the stable should te ccol.

No cory or hay should be given dnring the
disease, but bran mashes, and green fcod, if it
can be procured. The latter will te the best,
and may be given without the slightest appie.
hension of danger. When the horee Legine
to recover, he may get a nandful of corn two
or three times in the ¢ay, and if the weathey
he warm, may te turned into a pasture for a
few hours in the middle of the cay. Clysters
of gruel should te continued for thice cr four
days after the inflammaticn is Leginning to

¥ | sutside, and geed hand rukling to the legs.

The second variety of inflammation of the
bowels affects the mtemnal or mucous ccat,
and is generally the coneequence of physie
given in too great a quantity or of an im}roper
kind. The pwrging is more violent, and con-
tinues longer than was intended ; the enimal
shews that he Is euffering great yain; ke fre.
quently looks round at his fianks; his breathing
18 laboricus, and the pulse is quick ard swall;
not so emall however as in the inflammation
of the external ccat of the towels, and contrary
to some of the most frequent and charscteristic
symptoms of that dicease, the mouth is hot,
and the legs and cars waim. Unless the
purging is excessive, and-the pain and distress
great, we should hesitate at administering any
astringent medicine at first. We ghould plen.
tifully administer starch, mzde thin, gruel, or
arrow 1oot, by the month and by clyster,
removing all hay and grain, rnd paiticularly
green jood. We should endeavour thus to
sheath the irrifated surface of the Lowels,
while we permitted any remaing of the medie
cine 1o te carmried off _If, however, twelve
heurs chould pass and” the purging and the
in remain undimipished, we should continze
the gruel, but add to it chalk, catechu. and
opium, in doses of an ounce of the fist, &
quaster of an ource of the second, and two
scruples of the last, repeated every six beurs
As soon as the purging begins to ‘subside, the
astrincent medicine  should e lessened in
quantity and gradually disccntinued.  Bleeding
will rarely te necessary, unless the inflamma-
tien be very great, and attended by rymptcms
of general fever.  The horse should be waymly
clothed, and be placed in a wwarm siatle, and
his legs hould be hand-rubted and Landsged,

Violent purging, attended with much 7in
ﬂ‘mnﬁm”n's ngver, v.m shynetiney. cone



