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Agriculture, whether considered as a Science
or an art, must be regarded as a subject of the
grealest interest and importance.

Tt was not uiknowuy to the ancicats ; from the
earliest period it las been followed to some ex-
tent. TFormerly it did not receive as much en-
couragement as in modern times, yet, in the days
of Varro, in the home provinces of Rome,
wheat was raised in large quantities, and some
land produced from thirty to forty bushels per
acre, but this was not general with respect to
other parts of the world, nor did it continue long
in those provinces, Although the arts and sci-
ences were carried to some extent among the
Grecks and Romans, yet Agriculture did not
advance but retrograded for more than a thou-
sand years, chiefly because they did not obey
those laws which the Creator laid down to gov-
ern the fruitfulness of the soil;and at the present
day, if we aspired at nothing more than the an-
cients did formerly, we would be as imperfect in
agriculture now as they were two thousand years
ago. DBut of late, science combined with prac-
tical farming, has been the motto with many in-
telligent and influential men ; they have ascers

tained that in addition to education, something
more is necessary to advance agriculture and

° 'This Tssay was written to compete for the prizes
ofered by Jobmstown District Ag.icultural Society,
in 1851, one condition of wnich, was, that the Essay
should be the bona fide production of practival fur-
mers.

bringit to greater perfection, in ovder to supply
the present demand for food. It is well known
that every year brings its thousands of inhabi-
tants from foreign countiies to settle among s,
who must subsist from the produce of the soil ;
and unless agriculture receives proper encourage-
ment it will not supply the inhabitants with feod
and export produce to foreign countries in any
great quantities. At no time in cur hixtory has it
required as great attention asat present.  When
this country was first settled, the inhabitants fev:v,
and the soil fertile, there was little attention paid
to agriculture ; but after the soil became partly
exhausted by a succession of crops, it became
necessary to replenish it by manure to bring it
back to its original stute. =~ Many points worthy
of consideration are embraced in the subject
before us, but space will not allow us to dwell
Jouz upon any one in particular. I shall consid-
er first,

ROTATION OF CROPS AND METIOD OF RENOVA-

TING WORN OUT LANDS.

Many parts of this country which have been
tilled for a nwnber of years are nearly worn out,
in conseyuence of continued cropping and apply-
ing but little if any manure. Generally after
the first crop is taken off, the ground is sceded
and kept for meadow fifteen or twenty years In
succession, till it will not produce more than haif
a crop ; it is then perhaps ploughed and a crop
or two raised—then seeded again and in this
way the exhaustion is brought about. )

In order to restore land that was oviginally fer-
tile, various experiments have bewn made to as-
certain what crops are best suited for certain
soils, and what method is most beneficial for sup-
plying the earth with the clements of fertiity
which have been taken off, in order that its es-
panded powers may be replenished. -

Tt is casir to prevent sterility than provide &
remedy, but after the soil has become cxlnqualgd
by bad management nothing but a systematic
rotation of craps will prove benelicial,



