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flide along with facility. Clofe-grained wood is,
on that account, the beft; but theirs are made of
the red or {wamp {pruce-fir tree.
, The country, which thefe people claim as their
land, has a very fmall quantity-of earth, and pro-
duces little or no wood or herbage. 1Its chief vege-
table fubftance is the mofs, on which the deer feed ;
and a kind of rock mofs, which, in times of fcarcity,
preferves the lives of the natives. When boiled
in water, it diffolves into a clammy, glutinous,
fubftance, that affords a very fufficient nourithment.
But, notwithftanding the barren ftate of their coun-
try, with proper care and economy, thefe people
might live in great comfort, for the lakes abound
with fith, and the hills are covered with deer.
Though, of all the Indian people of this continent
they are confidered as the moft provident, they fuf-
fer feverely at certain {eafons, and particularly in the
dead of winter, when they are under the neceffity of
retiring to their fcanty, ftinted woods. To the
Weftward of them the mutk-ox may be found,
but they have no dependence on it as an article of
fuftenance. There are alfo large hares, a few white
wolves, peculiar to their country, and feveral kinds
of foxes, with white and grey partridges, &c. The
beaver and moofedeer they do not find till they
come within 60. degrees North latitude; and the
buffalo is ftill further South. Thatanimal is known
to frequent an higher latitude to the Weftward of
Y their



