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but, my dear young friend, all these ministerial promises, as you
term them, are more or less conditional, and it may be quite out of
Mr. Currie Faver’s power to fulfil this.”

“Then he should not have made it, sir, said Robert, hotly.

«For instance,” proceeded the hon. gistleman, not noticiag the
interruption, * the new arrangements of the commissioners renders
it almost impossible that they should appoint to a clerkship, eithel
supernumerary or otherwise, while they are reduciag the
staff. But I'll certainly go to Mr. Faver, and remind him of the
circumstance: we can anly be refused at worst. You may be
assured of my warmest exertions in your behalf: any request from
a member of your family ought to be & command with me, Mr.
Wynn.’7

Robert’s feelings of annoyance gave way to gratification at
Mr. A ’s blandness, which, however, had a slight acid behind.

«And though times are greatly altered, I don’t forget our old
electioneering, when your father proposed me on my first hustings.
Gresatly altered, Mr. Wynn ; greatly altered. I must go to the
morning sitting now, but I'll send you a note as to the result
of my interview. You must have much to see about Londom. I
quite envy you your first visit to such a world of wonders; I am
sure you will greatly enjoy it Good morning, Mr. Wymn. I hope
I shall have good news for you.”

And so Robert was bowed out, to perambulate the sh'eets in
rather bitter humour. Was he to return to the poor scantily
supplied home, and continue a drag on its resourees, lingering out
his days in illusive hopes? Oh that his stmnghandsandstmng
heart had some scope for their energies! He paused in one
" mighty torrent of busy faces and eager footsteps, and despised
himself for his inaction. All these bad business of one kind or
ather; all were earnestly intent upon their ealling; but he was &
waif and a straw on the top of the tide, with every muscle stoutly




