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In the Greek A rr"mpélago there is an |

women hald - absolute
Govern

island where the
sway—they hold the reims of

ment, and the dear men have the privil- |

£ doing all the work on this island. |
Thece o n { I believe that as women become = more |

There is no talk of women’s rights,
for they bave it all their own way. If
some unfortunate man should bappen to
want his, the .adies ‘have only to say
off with his head, and it is done,

I am not sare, but some day I think
there’ will - Le a ipan’s rights movement
spring up amcng these  people. Of
course, it would be very mice if the same
conditions prevailed in our eountry.

this would seam desirable. For instance,
it has been the privilege of the ladies,
when Leap Year came around, to have

the right of popping the questiom, the |

geot eman having the right to refuse
if he chose to pay the forfeit of a silk
dress. Now, if we could change this,
and make the penalty of refusal the loss
of his head, I don’t think we would hear
of many refusals. Of course, we wopld
rather be did: mot refuse, and I think
we will again agree that a live man is
much more useful than a dead one. And
aft'r all the only object we could pos-
sibly have in marrying a man is that
we may have the opportunity of tenderly
loving and earing for him, and spending
his money (when he has any).

I could give you many more reasons
why, but space will not permit.

I sincerely hope 1 am not bringing
trouble on some union man. On the
other hand, 1 may be doing him good
servi e—if so, T hope he will have the
courtesy to write his thanks to the
Women’s Page of The Tribune.

Toronto, Oct, 3, 1905.
Women’s Department, Tribuse:

Dear Madam —Do you not think that
the ignorance and indifference of the
wives and daughters of umion men in
regard to trades unionism is largely due
to the lack of interest on the part of
the union man himself. A great many
men appear to think that it is impos
sible for a woman to understand any-
thing outside of her household duties.
There are, no doubt, many women who
would te glad to give any assistance in
their power to the trades union move-
ment if they bad some intelligent idea
of how to go about it. I am gilad that
The Tribune, the mouth-piece of organ
zed labor, has given us women this op-
portunity of discusing matters of this
kind through its pages. I wish the Wo-
men’s Department all success,

An Interested One.

An Intérested One—Unfortanately, 1
have to agree with you, that the ignor-
ance and indifference of our women om
traces tnien affairs is largely due to
inck «f edueation on these lines, It
way also be true that this lack of edu-
cation may be the fault of the unmion
man himself. Indeed, I believe it is. 1
know that my own experience has not
led me to think that trades unionism and
i s objects has had much prominence in
the average home, but I think this con-
c¢it'on is changing to a large extent.
Organized men are waking up to the
fact that women'’s help is needed in the
struggle for better econditions. They
know, or rather, they are begimning to
recognize, that women can play & most
important part in the future tacties of

ized labor. Old methods-must be
discarded and wew omes ado
my mind, the union label is one of
most important factors in

i gives women
oppx rtunity of doing what
have failed to do. We women
cally hold the balance of power J
hands. It is the women who
earnings of labor, and it is
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| of these things is, growing
| the good time,

We |
might not care to earry out the dea so |
far.as to strike off the masculine head, |
but there are certain oceasions when even |

should always keep this faet ' in o\lrl
mind, that the article bearing: the aunion |

| label is not manufactured by child labor |

or underpriced women. 1-have great
faith in women’'s sepse of justice, and |

familiar with the principles of trades |
unicnism, amd 1 know tha ksowledge |
for'-we see |
combinations .of wamen on "all sides or- |
ganized for the pilrpose of belping along |
d I think it is nct al- |
together a matter of sentiment, either— |

it is Tor self-preservation that we must |

take our part ia the struggle. The op- |
mities for women to get intelligent |
ideas in conmection with trades uniom |
matters are many, and it i§ up fo every |
woman to avail herself of these opper
tunities, and she need not be afraid that |
she will unsex herself by so deing.
I think we women are t> be congratu- |
lated that Mr. Peérry has given us the |
chance to diseuss matters of this kind |
throngh The Tribune, and I bope that |
the women folk belomging to union men |
will be interested in making the Women’s |
Department a success. 1 shall be glad to
hear from you again.
M. D |
- i
A NEW MUSICAL GAME. §
Here is a suggestion for a new musi- |
eal game which will serve to delight |
the yamng people. The hostess an- |
nounces that a story is going to be told
ty the aid of the piano, and the person |
who shall best interpret the tale shall |
get a prize. All are provided with |
eards and pencils, and every ome listens |
anxiously to eateh the titles of the tunmes. i
A pianist is seated at the instrument.
and the bostess asks a series of ques- |
tions, each of which has to be answered
by a tune. If the hostess says, ‘‘What
was the hercine called?’’ the pianist
strikes up ‘‘Annie Laurie,”’ while the
kero can be easily symbolized by a few
bars of ‘“Robin Adair.”’ The answer
t. ‘“Where did they meet?’’ can be
“*Coming through the Rye,”” and ‘“When
did he propose?’’ ecan be answered by
‘“After the Ball was Over.”” The lis
teners must write down each question
and answer in turn, and sometimes for-
feits are given by those who have failed
to discover a tune.

Patronize the merchants who advertise
with us and think your trade is worth the
having.

A LIVING BASKET.

To make a hanging basket remove the
inside of a earrot or sweet potato, leav-
ing a wall about three-quarters of an
inch thick. " Pass cords through holes
pierced in the sides, and fill the eavity
with water, and the basket is complete.
In.a few days, upturning sprays of green
will sprout from the bottom asmd ecover
the outside. Then if a small bunch of
violets is put in this gquaint little cap,
it will make a most charming addition to
the room.

A RED-HOT TIME.

One smile makes a flirtation.  One
flirtation makes two acquainted. Two
inted makes ome kiss. One ki
several more. Several kisses

make an Ome engagement
makes two fools. Tweo fools make ome
marrisge.  One marraige makes two
mothers-in-law. T'wo mothers-in-law make
a red-hot time.—Labor Clarion,

Union men who wear overalls all the
week around an engine or lathe and get
grease and smut om their hands are as
good-as the men who work in a suit of
troadeloth with a “‘biled’’ shirt on.
Tiere are too many classes in labor ranks
as well as in the church and in society.
Six feet of earth will make them equal

WAR AND LABOR

BY HEXRI RESTELLE

Now that uhe Russo Japanese war
has been brought to a conclusion,
one is forced to ask what good it all
has been to the man who toils.
What advantage will accrue to the
Russian peasant from this bloody:

conflict, and how much better off |
will be the wage-earner of Japan |

now than two years ago? What
advantage, indeed, accrues to the
working class from any war? 1If

| poverty and brutalization, if erack-

ed skulls and shattered frames, are
advantages, then may the working
class shout long and loud for war,
for these they get in full measure.
If poverty and brutalization, if
cracked skulls and shattered frames
are not advantages, are things not
at all desirable, then it behooves

| the working class to protest against

a monstrosity which brings them
naught but woe. . =~ ;
ider for a moment what war
means. Consider it from a business
point of view. Never mind the

| grief and sorrow brought to many
| & hearth, never mind the savagery

of the battlefield, never mind the
unutterable horrors of a campaign,
but just consider the hard faets and

| decide if war is a paying game.

When a nation enters upon a war
what happens? Moblization takes

| place. Every able-bodied man who
{ can shoulder a musket is hustled

into a barracks, decked up in a
showy uniform, placed under the
will of an officer, 2nd shipped like
cattle to Timbuctoo, or just across
the channel, as the case may be.
These men are taken from the
ranks of industry, from the army
of producers, and placed where?
Where else but in the ranks of des-
troyers, in the army of non-produc-
ers? In their new capacity they
cease to create wealth, but do they
ecease to consume it? Instead of
increasing property they destroy it
What does this mean? It means
that the best workmen in the com-
munity, those endowed with saper-
ior brawn and_brain, are removed
from the farmf and the workshop to
engage in a business which brings
no dividends. And who supports
these men? The people at large,
of course, but the cost of their main-
tenance falls most heavily on the
working class. The laborer does
not pay more than the lawyer or
doctor, but he is far less able to
bear the increase of taxes imposed
upon him.  Work while a war isin

| progress may be plentiful, wages

may be fairly good, owing to the
withdrawal of a large number of
men from the field of industry and
the impetus given to certain trades
by military requirements, but what
prosperity is thus gained is neutral-
ized by excessive taxes. Moreover,
good times must only be temporary,
for when the war is over and the
army disbanded, the labor market
is again glutted, industry slackens,
and the country is confronted .with
army of unemployed seeking

vain for a job, filling the work-
houses to overflowing, and adding
to the sum tutal of paanperism and

in!
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And not only this; the efficiency
of the working class is greatly im-
paired.. It is not from the ranks of
| the vicious and the immoral, of the
| incomptent and the n'er do-well, of
the diseased and aged ‘that. -the
army is recruited. If this were the
case, wars might be a blessing.
But no, it is from the ranks of the
strong and healthy, of the skilled
and the intelligent that the army is
recruited. TheSe are marched off
only fo succumb tb disease and
| powder, or else return home with
| health and morals undermined, an
aversion to work and an inability
to resume their former occupation.
Thus does war destroy the fittest,
| and favor the survival of the unfit.
1 It means the degradation of the
working class, a thing which organ-
ized labor has been ting against
| in various ways for the last three
{quarters of a century. And if
organized laber is to ultimately
to succeed in bettering the condit-
| ion of its own class, it must rage a
| strentious war against militarism
| and every other such monstresity.
| Militarisin is as much a curse to
| the workingman as is landlordism.
| Both rob bim of the fruits of his
{ labor. The immense debts which
| burden every nation bave been
| accumulated by costly wars and
| the increa-e of armaments. ‘The
| total debt which burdens the stases
{of Europe today can hardly be
| realized, It is over five billion nine
| hundred million pounds sterling, or
|in Canadian money, about thirty
| billion dollars. Two thirds of the
| Earopean budgets consists of charg-
| es for wars and debts. The total
| expenditure, direet and indirect,
absorbs half the wealth produced
by the working classes. This state
of affairs does not obtain in Canads,
but let the workingmen of this
country take heed. Sir Frederiek
Borden, Minister of the Militia and
Defence, has been urging upon the
Government a large increase of
Canadian forces, involving an ex-
penditure very much beyond the
three and = half million dollars
spent by his department in the fis-
cal year ending June 30th, 1904,
The adequate defence of this coun-
try is, of course, necessary, but the
dangers threatening Canada are
not so great as to demand a lavish
increase in our armaments.

Comrades, wake up; wars must
cease, militarism must go, arma-
ments must become s thing of the
past, Labor has nothing to gain
and everything to lose from a per-
petuation of wars and war like
preparations. It is in the interests
of us workingmen the world-wide
over to secure universal peace.
The solidarity of labor is our great
ideal, and that solidarity will never
be attained as long as we permit
our masters to split our foroes




