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STABLE GOVERNMENT.

The Times objects to the claim that
the improved condition of business in
British Cplumbia and the greater confi-
dence of investors is in any way due to
the fact that the advent to power of the
present ministry “has given the province
“stable government.” We admit that aa

Oppogigiqn paper may, and ind:
to criticize freely the . policy

eed ought,
and acts

of the administration, but this is no rea-
son why it should extend its hostility to

the provinece,

It is easy to understand

why the Times should feel called upon to
say all the harsh things it can invent
about Mr. MecBride and his colleagues,
for that is the way in which it believes
political - controversies. ought to be con-

ducted, but it is utterly inexplicable why-
it shonld claim that we have not stable
1t is quite

government in this province.

familiar with the history of the last fif-

teen years and must know that until

federal party lines were followed in pro-

" vincial affairs, conditions were most un-
1t surely has wmot forgotten the

stable.

speeches made in the House"at the time
the resignation of the Prior ministry was
apnounced, and the unanimous expres-

sion of opinion to the effect t

hat objec-

tionable as the introduction of federal
cleavage lines were to mauny, it was rec-
ognized as the only means whereby sta-

bility  of

administration could ‘be se-

cured. Before that time succeeding min-
istries, ‘weére on tenter hooks during the
wlole of their brief existence and the

frequent changes in premiers

“and - the

almost continual election turmoil had the

effect of creating

erybody’s mind. hen Mr.

reat distrust. in ev-

Turner,

after his lahorious and succesSsful pre-

miership, ‘was unwarrantably
by the Lieutenmant Goverpor, a

dismissed
period of

litical distraction ensued. First we had
r. Robert” Beaven as premier; to him
followed Mr, Semlin and. after a short

time we had Mr. Martin and
ordinary _administration.

The

his extra-
public

throughout Canada and.all that part of
the investing world which took an inter-
est in British Columbia™ politics . were

wamazed and alarmed at the po

litical eir-

. €us in progress here. The first indica-

tion' of retumning sanity was
tion of Mr.
the rallying of - all - the then

the selec-

Dunsmuir as premier and

- stronger

political elements in the province to his

support.
reached.. Mr.,

But stability had not yet been
Dunsmuir’s . premiership

avas rendered irksome to him by the dif-

ficulty of reconciling deverse
ancé he gave place to Col. Pri
afficial career was-too short

" in'terests,

or, whose

for the de-

‘velopment: of any improvement-in politi-

cal conditions.

In six years the prov-

inee had had six premiers, and it wounld
certainly be difficult to® su&gest anything

much more unstable.

But with the ad-

vent of Mr. MeBride to power a new

condition was inaugurated an
can, with any regard to

- plete  change,

Columbia and_ these a

ex;_gl,,;nnlless - oX
arise in the future.
eraf election is ﬁ'islé’
will happen. Either
be returned with a

stitution of the House will be
groups
tha‘ government may be carried

consideration of the electorat
that the existing e
80 very satis

af further
- MeBride should’ be

d no one

v truth, deny
that since then there has been a com-
The people of . British

P

2 close rest, i
S5 e i R
) 1 circumstances
- When the next gen-
-one of three things
lslr. MeBride will
e —.
event which the Colqnisirgs -?&?:f 44
ready assured, or the Liberals will have
@-majority, -or by reason of there being
several poh'tlcgl groups, ‘who  will - put
«andidates in the field, the political con-

 take

is-al-

such that

. dn “coalition betweenM two or more of the
will be necessary, in order that

on.

being ‘the case, we submit for the

generally

condition f things is
ictory that, +n the inter-
et of the pro ifice, and in the interests
stability of government, Mr.
le returned with a
greatly increased number of siupporters,

We have had stable government -gince
1903. Why take any chances of a re-

turn to the confused polities previous to-
that date? Ngi!gerfﬁg. .Gréen nor %xity

one élse, speaking on behalf of

the pres-

ent ministry, has made av¥ claim for the

#overnment fthat cannot be fully

jus

by.the facts. = We have an expanding

Tevente.
iexy have
‘There ‘has been an absenee of
theugh not an absence of slan
the Opposition press confuses

. ment. There has been wise
Why make a change?

- Grave questions of public pol-
been satisfactory dealt “'}1)5!

scandals,
ders,
‘the two

things. = There has ‘been stable  gzovern-
legislation.

MONEY IN FARMING.

. We reprint this morning from ' tiie
Taronto Globe a summary of an address

‘delivered before the Ontario Experimen-

tal Union by Professor Hays,
secretary” for agrienlture for
States. The points brought
farmers only, but to ever
. go to the very fou
- prosperity.

In too many’instan

for : their ‘jests,

air of superiority when they

-~ man who toils in the fields. Yet what is

it that has caused America to

erity tha
erefore everything t

ty. Farming is not

the United
h s br out are of
the greatest possible interest, not to
'y one. for they
ndation' of nationa]

ing is regarded as the last Tesort of the
unambitious and is carried on in a spirit
£ prot The cheap humorists of the
. city newspapers find in the tiller of the
. wsoil g, mark 4
‘slaves of the desk and counter assumean

e "the ‘value of the returns, for
lahor is of importance to the whole

assistant

ces farm-

and the

meet the

enjoy of

ent years such unprecedented pros-
t a cry is going up everywhere
‘men? Nothing but the success
‘has attended the labors. of the

hat tends

yet tipon

* comthuni :
the basis that it should be, for the rea-
‘son that only recently, comparatively

. speaking, have men begun to devote
~ . scientific attention fo it,  and the sub-

ject being mgny-sided and full of difi-
- culties, a long series of observations and
xperiments: was Bnecessary before the
vocates of scientific farming were

- ~warranted .in claiming  that they had
demonstrated that something more ‘than

e best results.
~msed to have his
scientific farmer.”

But th

1anual. labor and chance were to ‘be
{aken info account in order to produce
The everyday farmer
e of fun wi ¢

‘llt‘le
ings . are

changing and the man with the hoe is
ginning to respect the man in the la-

~ As illustrating the immense value of
properly donducted experiments, Profes-

sor Hays showed what value would be
acemplished in Ontario by reason of the

that

done at
s,

nearly

108t excellent insti-

it it would
“pillion dollars in forty years.

equal

is in the inereased productiveness

SN e e

enrichment

| derive: from any other sotirce of aetivity
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and | i11q eating, so. ithe proof that farming

' create a demand that will far outstrif

‘tinction between- children lhas in some

an addition to the culticated acreage or
‘eld material iicrease in the labor expend-
lat.ter item,
able, and far tranScends in importance
any benefit that the country can hope to

in which a government can engage. One
value of these experiments is that they
enable a farmer to realize better results
with less work and from smaller acre-
age; a highly important consideration in
these days, when population is becoming
more dense and labor more expensive.
We are in receipt of a letter from an
esteemed correspondent in Alberta which
is pertinent te this subject. Our cor-
respondent thinks. that land in' Vancou-
ver Island is too expensive to make it
possible to farm it to advantage, and
much ‘as he would like to come to this
part of Canada tg live, he hesitates
about doing so because he fears that
farming cannot: be profitable here. Yes-
terday :the Colonist was favored with a
call from two Ontario men, who ‘took
the same view. - This matter is worth
some attention. i
Our callers said that land was too
high here for a.farmer who proposed to
raise grain and roots and feed -ecattle,
They thought that no. man could .afford
to pay more than $50 an acre for such
land, amd of course as we all know
cleared land cannot be bought on Van-
couver Island in many places for this
price. We are by ‘no meaus pqre.thgt,
when they take. everything inte consid-
eration, they would find land at $150
per acre too expensive for that purpose.
It would be, if they adopted the meth-
ods of agriculture followed ~in those
parts of the continent where land is:
cheap: but it might not be if they pur-
sued intense farming. The nature of
our seasons is sueh that a farmer ought
to be ahle to get at least twice as much
perr acré out of his soil as he could in
the Kast.  Few people have ever taken
the ' trouble ‘to consider the enormous
waste of capital in land that has been
cleared and not. cultivated.. 'When al-
lowanee is made for loss by reason of
fencingy especially by “snake” fences,
stone piles, useless trees, néedless roads,
stumps of formidable dimé& Vg
places that can be readily dralved N
percentage of a farmer’s capital that IS
loeked. up in -unproductive c}eared land
will be tound to be surprisingly iarge.
1f a merchuut locked up a similar per<
centage of his capital in dead stock,
he would have his nose to the grind-
stone all the time,” and -would be. lucky
if he escaped bankruptey. When a man
pays~ $150 and upwards for land »fgr
farming purposes he will, unless he is
very, foolish, see to it that not much if
it ains idle. It is because he follows
thi inciple, and makes liis land bring
him oin something continually, /that the
Chinese gardener makes money. While
we should not by any meéans recommend
an Eastern' man to come here and buy
expensive farm lands for the purpose of-
raising beef cattle, we are not disposed
to admit that it would be a lesing busi-
ness. :Our seil ;can, however, be much
more profitably used otherwise by most
people, and this brings us to our cor-
respondent’s letter. He believes that
our grain yields are ‘not as heavy as
they are in the prairie region, bt}t we
think that he has ‘scarcely had _fmr op-
portunities of forming an opinion, be-
canse all statistics are to the eontrary
of what he says. He admits that ilhe
present prices of dairy products, eggs
and fruit are ' satisfactory, hut. thinks
they. are not likely to last. To the lat-
ter part of this opinion we take a very
decided ‘exception, A% ‘we pointed ont
the other day; there'is .a market in Brit-
ish Colpmbia for 2.000,000 pounds more
batterevery year than is now produced
liére, and the demand is steadily in-
creasing. The nature of the industries
of this province is such that there:will
be a sale for more than the farmers can
supply for very many years to come,
The same thing is true of poultry, which
iz very profitable here.. In regard to
frait, onr correspondent thinks we are at
the merev of ‘the railronds, and there-
fore there: is a poer outlook in that.di-
réction. Tn this respeet he is at-fault,
becanse. fruit -growers on . Vancouver
Island are not at the merey of any one
railway, even if there were any reason |
to fear that any single railway company;
if it had the power, wonld be so blind
to its own interests to put a freight
charge that would prevent freight from
being shipped. THe Cdnadian Pacific
and the Great Northern can both give
transportation to Central Canada, where
the market for ouk fruit now is, and be-
sides this there is the Brifish market
and the Oriental | market, where our
fruit -can be disposed of. It is true
enough that’ here, a% everywhere, thece
are drawbacks in connection with farm-
ing, but, as the proof of the pudding is

pays on Vancouver Island is chiefly in/
the fact that the farmers are all pros-
perous. And the proof that it will con-
tinue -to be profitable is shown by the
fact that the industries, that will be de-
veloped in the province, and the growth
of large eities at railway termini will

any supply. which there is any good rea-
son for believing is yet in sight.

" MUSIC IN SCHOOLS.

s O e, .

. The . 'proposal that music shall “be
tanght., systematically . in  the - public
schools  is worthy of wery serious con-
sideration. = At the same time, if it is
adopted, good' judgment “must be exer-
cised in carrying it out. While every
child ought to sing. many of them can-
not. and although it is-true that many
children have naturally good voices,
which only need ‘to ‘be brought out, it
ought - not to‘ .be -forgotten. that some
have not. Disregard of this natural dis-

cities been the causé of injustice being
done. Proficiency in music ought not to
be taken into account in the grading of
pupils,

. There is no doubt as to the value of
singing as a branch of study. Perhaps
there is nothing that has a more bene-
ficial effect upon .the health, provided
instruction is correctly given. All of
us breathe, but very. few of us. breathe
as we ought to. Experience hq shown
that exercises in breathing in 'counnee-
tion with singing have an ndmirable ef-
fect upon the general health. This is
perhaps, in the opinion of some, put-
ting the matter on rather a Jlow. plane,
but we do not think so.

As to the value of song as a source of
pleasure, and as an upbuilder of char-
acter, too much cannot be said. It is
a themle wnon which mnch: might be
written.. We hope the School Trustees
will give the matter their best consid-
ervation: but at the same time we think
we ought to add, in the interest of onr
schools .generally. that there are ‘many
other things which: call for attention;
and. that the teaching of music is per-
haps not the most important.

Plublic opinion will support ‘the  zov-
ernment in lerislation to prevent strikes
and lock-outs in coal mines. Individnals

of the country.to that .extent withou;t :

Possibly it means a reduction in the
This is something remark-.

'eause enough statistics have not been

facts are so many words and figures and
‘nothing more. It is difficult to

reached Victoria in Kebrnary and re-

A SPLENDID SHOWING.
The interview with the Chief Commis-

sioner of Lands and Works, which is
printed .in this morning’s Colonist, dis-
closes an  extremely gratifying condition
of things. - The current fiscal’ year will
show a revenue of about $1,000,000
the: department of which Mr. Green js
the very efficient head, a gain roughly
speaking, of a-quarter of a million dol-
lars over last year and mdore than half
a million dollars since the present gov-
ernmeiit came into power. - More remark-
able still is the increase since 1893,
when the total revenue was only $70,000.
The great advance in recent years is in
part due fo the general prosperity of the
counfry and to the greater confidence felt
by men of capital in the resources of
British Columbia  and the_ statility of
investments here; but it is alse dne in no
small measure to the policy inaugurated
by the present Chief mmissioner,
adopted by his colleagunes and endorsed
by the ‘legislature. 'One feature of the
system, which is productive of such ex-
cellent results is that so far as timber
licenses, granted since the legislation’ in-
stituted by the present government are
concerned, the annual eharge as well as
the royalty may be increased from year
to year as the conditions of business war-
rant and the needs of the country de-
mand. We congratulate Mr. Green very
heal:tily upon the showing he is able to
make.

WHO IS AN:INDIAN 7

hees there are some things to be remem-
bered. They do not own the. Reservation,
but only have- the use of it, as long as
the statutes of Canada provide, It has
pleased parliament to .declare that eer-
tain people shall be regarded as In-
dians, so as to enjoy the privileges and
wardship extended to -persons so desig-
nated. The definition of an Indian by
act of parliament is purely ‘arbitrary.
This. is the definition: ‘“Any person of
Indian blood reputed to belong to a par-
ticular band; any child of such person;
any woman lawfully married to such per-
son.” This is purely an ‘arbitrary defin-
ition; that is to say it might just as well
have been something else. Parliament
might have declared that only persons of
ull Ihdian blosd should be regarded as
idians. « We do-not fihd any definition
the term “Indian” in any of the old
British Columbia statutes or ordinances,
but in the Ordinance providing for the
taking - of the . testimony of. perseas
other.than thosé of the white races, the
expressions /“Aboriginal Natives” and
“Natives of Mixed Blood” - aré used,
elearly showing that in those days, and
this was during the regime of Sir James
Pouglns, a distinction was made between
ull bjood Indians and persons of mixed
blood.. The definition which puts them
both in the same class, provided they
are reputed to belong to a particular
band, is/of comparatively recent date,
and could not have been in the mind of
the parties to the original arrangement,
edlled by some a treaty, whereby the
Songhees were given possession of the
reservation. o : £

~Seeing then that parliament saw fit in
its wisdom to enlarge the meaning of the
term. Indian, it follows that parliament
can, if it sees fit, restrict the legal mean-
ing of the term. 'Onut of consideratien to
a.people, whose adaptability to the con-
ditions of ‘civilization was not very great,
parliament saw fit fo say that some, who
would never‘have been deemed Aborigin-
al Natives in the ‘days of Sir James
Douglias and the old Vancouver Island
legislature, “shall ~be brought within the
meaning of the Jaws relating to Indians;
but I such persous dee Mispuged o pre-
sume upon the privileges”and protection
accorded to ‘them by 'parliament, they
need not be surppised if theauthouity
that conferved: these upon them finds it-
self compelled to take them away. An
impression seems. to, prevail among the
so-called Indians, as well as among a
great many white people, that: as long
ag g person has a dropof Indian blood
in his ‘veins and remains a member of a
band, he is invested with ‘eertain treaty
rights that may not be inferfered with.
The discussion of the Songhees question
has accentuated this miseconcéption. It is
tizne it was removed. TParliament could,
without  the slightest infraction of any
principlée of vight oriany obligation real
or imaginacy coiferred npon the Song-
hees: by virtue of the arrangement en-
ered’ into between  that tribe ‘and Sir
ames Douglas; declare that no one, un-
less “he could &how that e is descended
in -all lines from Aboriginal Natives,
should have any right whatever to par-
ticipate in the advantages secured to In-
dians by treaty, agreement orlegislation.
If this were done, the Songhees Reserve
question ‘might very speedily become a
thing of the past. We do not wish to
take the attitude of one who makes
threats, but we do say to the members
of the Songhees band that the rights
and privileges ‘which- they' claim are, so
far as the most of them-individunally are
concerned, purely by the grace of the par-
liament of Canada, and not by virtue of
any ‘imaginary treaty rights. <
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AS TO THE WEATHER. .

An impression seems :te have gone
abroad that wet weather is a serious
drawback to this.country. This i not be-

gx;!nted to show that this is net the case,
ut becapse tomost. such sta-
tistics cohvey no real idea of what the
weather is like. - So many ineches of pre-
cipitation, so many hours of bright sun-
shine, so many cloudy days—these . dry

escribe
Vietoria winters for the reason that they
differ, so greatly from each.other. Two
years ago a prominent . railwvay' man

mained here for five weeks. He said that
during his stay there were only two af-
ternoons when he did not go out for a
ride on horseback, and he rode in an
ordinary business sunit.. Newcomers may
appreciate our average'wet season when,]
they are told that the present one is un-
usually wet, and they know how many
beautiful days and hew few: real stormy
days we have had. During the last two
or three winters we have had snow onl§"
once each winter in sufficient depth to
whiten the fields. - ¥t must be seven or
eight years since we had enough for
sleighing. There has been a little skat-
ing’ on ice formed over very shallow
water nearly every winter for some time,
but not/in_the city or within three. or
four miles of it.” Last winter we had
very little rain and a great deal of bright
sunshine. Thirteen years ago we had
heavy smow, which remained on the
greund for a week or two. Quite a num-
ber of years age there was snow on the
ground for a considerable period and fair-
1y cold weather. From all accounts the
winter of 1861-2 was exceptionally se-
vere with miich ice and snow. With such
diversity it is hard to describe our win-
ters .in' general «terms. The expression
“rainy season” is only correct in con-
tnast to the dryness of the summer; we
have nothing like the rainy season of
the tropics. Speaking  generally one
might say that we rarely have cold davs;
but frequently warm ones during the
winter;< that heavy rainstorms -are not
commony, and that 24 hours continuous
rainfall are of rare occurrence.. Rainy
nights are usually followed by cloudy or
fine days, and rainy days by fine nights,
Freezing weather is” experienced every
year, but rarely aré mere than a few de-
grees of frost registered. Only a few in-

cannot be permitted to jeopardize the

b
b

safety of communities.

1stnncee of zero weather are reported in

from’

% —— i : i
In regard to the rights of ithe Song-.

‘and not’ founded upon the 'public good.

the history of Victoria. And to- answer
%question-which is put by many people,
the rainfall is by no' means a serious
drawback:’ to. ordinary ‘eécupations.

CANADIAN MINERALS.

. The Geological Survey of Canada is al-
ways a year or more behind in publish-
ng its reports, which we presume is to a
certain extent unaveidable, although it
is to be -hoped that when the Depart-
ment of Mines is established, the statis-
tics can be got before the public while

ey are of more present value than they

n be under the existing arrangement.
The last réport brings the returns down.
to 1904. 'The first table gives the annual
product during the decade ending  that
year, and from'it we learn that the min-
eral production of Canada increased from
$20,605,917 in 1895 ‘to $60,073,897 in
1%5, but there -was a falling off ‘after
1901, whieh was the® banner year, .its
product having reached mpwards of $65,-
000,000 in value. The non-metallic pro-
ducts reached  their highest figure in
1904; the. metallic in 1901 when they
were valued at over $41,000,000 as com-
pared with nearly $81,000,000 for 1904.
‘T'he figures for 1901 were gwelled by the
output-of the Klondike mines, and this
remark applies ‘dlso to the returns for
1 1899, 1902 and 1903, The figures
for 1964 may be ‘considered as the nor-
mal ofitput, end ‘comparing them with

-] those of 1897, which was the year before

the Klondike yield found its place in the
returns and may ‘thierefore be taken as
the normal yield of pre-Klondike days, it
shows a gain from $13,000,000 of metal-
lic productions~td nearly $31,000,000. Of
‘course these figures give no idea of -the
present condition of ‘the mining industry
of Canada, but they are useful for pur-
poses of comparison. s S

An interesting table is that relating to
the production of iron. We find that in
1904 the tons of pig: iron manufactured
from Canadian ore were 68,297, while
the tons manufactured from imported ore
were 235,157. Thus it appears that the
greater part of the bounty paid has been
for the advantage of . the owners of
mines outside  of Capada.. [This gives
force to the contentjon ‘made by the Col-
onist that in the -inc¢idence of the new
bounties the fact, that’any new plant es-
tablished in_ British Columbia“would use
domestic ore only, should be considered.
As showing the market in Canada ' for
iron and its products' it ,may be men-
tioned ‘that the-imports of pig iron, iron
and steel goods into :Capada in 1
| amounted to over $40,000,000 in value,
while the total value of pig iron.made
in the country was only $3,687,985. It
need scarcely be added that pig irom
ing the basis of all iron and steel prod-
ucts these figures show the proportion the
iron produets’ made :in the Dominion
bear to the total duantity .consumed.

We repeat an expression of a‘ hope
that the new department to: be organ-
ized will be able to devise a plan.by
which its statistics can be made of more
value, and in saying this we do not wish
to be understood as reflecting in any way
upon the highly useful work of the Geolo-
gical Survey. m et 5

THE GENERAL ADVANTAGE.

* A correspbndent, who writes :briefly
about the fuel famiije in the central part
of the Continent, “which he thinks is due
to. the passage info private hands of
things, which t ’Pil' lic must use, and
is only to be remedied by “the masses,
who are gaining 4 better knowledge of
cause.and effect in flie economic world,

sends us an extriact front some observa-
tions by Lord Chigk, Justice Coleridge,
_IW(hil:‘k (are thr:ngpd C 7"1;‘?0‘}'1 efore
discussing ‘generdl ‘principle, -
0\?!‘ €0 "g'pon ent ’tpﬁy;kE is- involved in
the shortage’ of fuel; ‘e may say that’it
is not wholly due to: any ‘defect ih our
economic. system, but to a very large de-
gree 1o a lack of foresight. The popula-
tion of Central Canada and the parts of
the United “States, ‘now suffering from
an insufficient supply of coal, has large-
ly incréased during:the past year and the
consumption of coal in al.lines has great-
ly expanded, yet the coal dealers do not
uppeat‘gln have thought it necessary to
lay in any additional reserve of fuel
Then also the season ‘has been of such
a character over a large area as te call
for a larger consumption of fuel for do-
mestic purposes than in ordinary years,
and -these things ecombined with = the
strikes have brought about the condi-
tions ‘now’ existing; ‘and ‘which we are
happy, to be able to’think -will be reme-
died at an early day. At the same time,
it seems evident that steps must be taken,
apart from anything.that coal mine own-
ers and dealers may do, to prevent a re-
currence of a shortage of fuel during the
winter. As we look upon it the govern-
ment has a direct duty to'discharge in
the premises. It may lie in the direc-
tion of opening and operating coal mines,
but as ‘it has not hitherto been the pol-
icy of thé government to carry on indus-
trial enterprises in. opposition to private
concerns, we hardly think it Feéasonable
to expect that - such & radically new
departure -will be taken in this. particu-
lar instance. - We: venture\ to repeat the
suggestion made the ‘other day -that the

i3
o

| Dominion government shall maintain a

coal reserve, :
The quotation from Lord Coléridge to’
which our Correspondent refers is as fol-
lows: | g ! :
. “The general advantage in former days
was abselutely and avowedly regarded,
and when rights of private property ii-
terfered with it such ts ‘were sum-
marily set aside; and, while ymperty it-
self was acknowledged, the laws of its
enjoyment were regulated, according ‘to
what ‘was thoughtto be’ the general ad-
vantage. All laws of property must
stand upon the foot of the general ad-
vantage, for a country belongs to its in-
habitanits; and in what- proportions and
by what rules its inhabitants are torown
its property must be settled by the law;
and the moment a fragment: of the -
ple set up rights .as-inherent in them

plain absurdities follow, for laws
property are like all other laws, to be
changed. when the public. good requires
it. - It would-be well, indeed, that the
owners  of property in land or money,
from the largest to the smallest, should
recognize that their .fitle to the enjoy-
ment of it must rest on-the same foun-
dation, and that the mode and measure
of the enjoymient of the common stock
of the state, if it injures the state, can
1o mere be defended and will no more be
endured by a free people than any other
public mischief or nuisance.”

These observations ought to be very
seriously ‘considered by" the people, no
matter what their views on. economic
questions may be. Hvery careful student
of the, evolution of the Common Law
knows that His Lordship has, in the lan-
guage quoted, only defined what is ele-
mentary. The whole body of the Comsz
mon Law is based upon the general ad-
vantage of the public. -Private tenure
of property is conditional upon its being
employed, if not actively for the publie
advantage, at least in‘such a manner that
it 'shall not be to the public disadvantage.
We recognize this fundamental princi-

le in scores of statutes.. Examples of
it are in eyidenee- comstantly. A city
wishes to open'a street; -private own-
ership of property must not stand in the
way. A man wisheg to destroy certain
property; the law will not permit him to
destroy - it, by fire, if it is in such a posi-
tion that by doing so ‘he may -endanger
the property of other people. There is
a fundamental maxim of the law whichy
declares that no man -shall use what is

_quoted above.

 the Strait of Juan de Fuca.
of | great mnatural advantage were supple-

Lstage of the tide, in all weathers and

one else. In recent years the develop-
ment of business, the creation of new in-
terests, the manifold ramifications of hu-
man industry have caused the enactment
of laws, whereby eorporate bodies have
been ecalled into existence, and legisla-
tive bodies have not always been as care-
ful as they might have been to see that
the' fundamental prineiple mentioned has
been safeguarded, but there is warrant

in the Common Law for the eontention
that noq}nn‘cgﬂuea’ or. f v'lim ean be
granted without this implied qualifica-
tion, namely, that the public hdve the
right to annul ‘them, whenever their en-
joyment by private individuals works to
the public disadvantage. This is not a
new doectrine; it is as old as the Com-
mon Law of England, which: comes down
to us from  a forgotten antiquity. . It
was this doetrine which the  barons en-
forced at Runymede, when théy”wrested
The Great Charter from King John. It
was this doctrine which parliament en-
forced when they sent King Charles to
the ‘scaffold. It is by virtue of this doc-
trine, formally declared in- by the Lords
and Commons of Great Britain, that the
Crown is vested in the family of which
lfllx:d Majesty Edward VII is the present
ead.
There is another maxim,: which is not
coufined to English Common Law, but
finds a place in every system of juris-
prudence, namely; that “the safety: of the
state js the  supreme law.” Indeed the
_quotation from Lord Coleridge is only an
amplification of this. Everything must
yi'?lqél Eathg general advnntagﬁ.y It m;his
principle ,were re . generally. .under-
:lzod.:gxe e would x;;)lf be ;ill;?!h haste ?
-pa ‘many well-meaning people to
follow after strange economie gods. The
Common Law of England contains with-
in itself al that is necessary to protect
the interests of the weak and curb the
agressiveness of 'the strong.

THE SONGHEES RESERVE.

. The presence of Mr. Whyte, second
vice-president of the Canadian Pacific
Railway, in this city and his observa-
tions, “which are given in another eol-
umn, ‘emphasizes in the strongest pos-
sible way "the importance of action be-
ing taken at once to settle the question
of the Songhees Reserve.

Conversation with many people satis-
fies us that the suggestion made in the
Colonist, to the effect that the Indians
shonld be removed to a part of the res-
ervation, and that the remainder should
be deveted to railway purposes, will be
generally satisfactory. .

If this is not done immediately, the
railway company 'will be compelled to
place their freight yards at Russell Sta-

sgtrious thing for the .merchants of the
city. v

The Board of Trade ought not to lose
an hour in taking such steps as may be
necessary to bring about an immediate
settlement of this matter on the lines
suggested, if no other and better line
is possible. Let the strongest kind of
pressure be brought to bear wpon Mr.
Templeman to secure this settlement at
onee. oo i
It means a very great deal fo the city
—more than perhaps appears on  the
surface. Let the action be prompt and
continueus. Let us not cease agitating
until we’ succeed. . We will succeed if
we make the effort ‘that is in our power.

Chief Cooper says that. the Indians
will mot listen to any such suggestion
as has been made aboye. Then they
must be compelled to,' There is such a
thing as preswming on good -nature, and

B if Chief, Cooper will be advised. b;
VAT | Who ik bih aar Iob el et

well, he' will get off his high horse just
as quick as his dignity ywill let him.

© SELF-INTEREST.

The Times-thinks ‘it may even be that
self-interest is at the root of the advo-
cacy ‘of a West Coast -terminus and
port.” This is a very extraordinary
suggestion. The idea that the govern-
ment of Canada should consider the.ad-
visability of providing the shortest and
best route “from the plains of Alberta
to a ,port on the West side of Vanecou-
ver Island” . emanated from the Royal
Transportation, whose language has beea
What does. the Times
mean by suggesting. that this is due to
self-interest? The Commission was com-
posed of well known men, eminent’in the
business world, and sele by - the Do-
minjon government-because-gf their wide
experience and great gengml knowledge.
It is an astounding thing that the news-
paper of the Minjster of Inland Revenue
should throw out an: insinuation that
these men were influenced by self-inter-
est in making this recommendation.

. 8o far as the Colonist has been able
to observe, there has been no advocacy
on the part of any one of “a West
Coast terminus and port,” If the Times
had ‘taken the trouble to read the Mem-
orial of the Board of Trade, which bears
among other . signatures. those of the
Times Printing and Publishing Com-
pany and the Editor of the "Times, it
would have found the following para-
graph:
“5. The harbors on the ocean-front of
Vancouver Island, including Vietoria, are
in point of accessibility from the ocean,
superior to all other harbors . on the
‘Western coast of ca merth of :San
Francisco.  Your ists, “without
disparagement ‘to: other available har-
bors, refer iy to ¥ictoria, includ-
ing ' therein malt, and they: desire
to point- out that the approaeh to Vic-
toria is by way of the Strait: of Juan
de Fuca, ‘the entrance to which from
the ocean. is exceptionally favorable by
reason” of the long distance out to sea
to which - setviceable soundings extend.
The 100-fathom line, which at the north-
ern end of ‘Vaneouver Island is from 8
to 10 miles off shore is from 40 to 50
miles out at sea from the entra]léce‘lto

£ this

meirited by a proper system of aids td
navigation, the’ approach to tlie BStrait
would be one of the safest watefways
in the' world. "The entrance to the
Strait, -that is from/ Cape Flattery an
the south of Bonilla Point on the north;
is 18 miles wide, and from the entrance
to Victoria the:course is free from ob-
struction ‘and danger and can be~safely
navigated: by the largest vessels at any

under ‘any -atmospheric conditions.”,

found. in- the Memorial referped to,
which by~ the way was printed: in
ite  own . columns, the following para-
graph: S . R

“8. Improvements in the -inner and
outer. harbor of Victoria on .the lines
recommended by  the Commission on
Transportation, or such modification of
them ae shall be deemed advisahle after
full-investigation, will create at Victoria
a harbor capable of accommodating many
vesgels. of the largest size, and _oune
paragraphs 5, 6 and 7 of this memorial,
will_be unequaled by any other: harbor
now available, or that can be made here-’
after available, on the westérn coast of
America for the purpose of commerce

It would also have seen that the Mem-
orial closes with the following request:

“Your' Memorialists therefore - re-
spectfully Tequest  that' the = afore-
going _statement. of = the Royal Com-
mission ; on  Transportation may re-
ceive your ~most ‘favorable ' consid:
eration at the earliest possible day, and

his own in a manner that will injure, any

that the estab%ahment of all-rail ‘connec-
tion between ‘ancouver Island and the

tion, - and tvhis\ will be an exeeedingly |

Our contemporary would also haye!l

!ﬁderﬂ government, that Mr. McBride

- DOG MEDICINES

* - We have just renswed our stock of R ackman’s (Norw!
s . 2 ch, Eng “elebrat Y
‘Medieines_the kind with fifty years of use hehind them. RL”H} \(\‘ﬁ’\- rated Dog
PER BALLS: RACKHAM'S JAPANBSE WORM BALLS AND POWDegs 5L
HAM'S TONIC CONDITION BALLS: RAC KHAM'S KATALEPRA 200 wrn o bd! &
CRHAM'S PURGING BALLS: RACK HAM'S DIARRHOEL Hapry A NOr
. C. pet

package, or 87Tc.

SHOTBOLT’S PIONEER DRUG STORE, 59 Johnson St.. Victoria, B ¢

i L :

TABLE RAISINS, eclusters, 5-lb. box
FANCY MALAGA CLUSTER RAISINS, per 1b..35¢, and 6o
CAPE COD CRANBERRIES, per Ib. .

each’ Sfati il ru 81.00

................... 20¢

e

 DIXI H ROSS & CO.

e

. WINE AND SPIRIT MERCHANTS, 111 GOVERNMENT STRipy
_ FRESH AND DRIED FRUIT IMPORTERS. .... . ;

Mainland may be adopted by the govern-
weut of Canada a§ a part of its Naton-

al ‘I'raucoutinental Poucy.”

_“In the face of these facts, it would be
interesting 'to know what warrant the

‘imes_has to accuse any one of being in-|
fluenced by selt-interest in advocating the ||
early construection:of the Seymour Nar-
ws' B .. Not only does it make
this insinuavion, but it couples with it
contemptuous remarks .designed for an
other purpose whatever than' to injure
some one, whom it has not  the . cour-
We repeat our very great
regret ‘that the Times finds itself in this
matter compelled to take an atritude con-
trary to that takem by its owner, by its
Editor, by the Board of Trade, by the
City Council and by every leading busi-
ness house in the city of Victoria. We

rows’ Bridge.

age to name.

have asked it to dismiss politics from
the discussion  of matters pertaining to
the welfare of Victoria. = We now ask
it-to \dismiss all nastiness.

. THE INTERPROVINCIAL CON-
s faibi _ FERENCE. 2

. We- invite careful perusal of the ofi-

cial report’ of the IntemProvincial Con-

ference at Ottawa, which will ‘be print-
ed in:the Colonist' tomorrow, pressure of
advertiging at the last moment crowding

this report -has been got up in. the ‘in-
terest ‘of the provincial government, yet
it makes Mr. McBride's position abso-
lutely sailable. - The first ' point
which we note is that it disposes com-
pletely ‘of the .preposterous ¢laim ad-

vanced by the Opposition press that Mr. |

McBride “refused the additional = sub-
sidies hich ‘all’ ‘the ‘provifices -are to
share in common. "It will be noted that
it was not until after tlie general reso-
lution had been passed and a committee
had been' appointed to present it to the

!:t out today. There can be no claim that |

FIRST QUALITY

- FRESH °
THOROUGHLY TESTED
NONE STALE

~ NONE ADULTERATED

- ABSOLUTELY PURE

CYRUSH.BOWES
A Chemist,
98 GOVERNMENT ST,

Near ‘Yates ‘Street.

made his plea for special ideration.
wigh :

He: _if He ha
50 appilie Lk ant pe
ferénce 'to pass On. to-the’ :
of ‘matters’ not of ‘a financial =&

) ture;
but if he had done so, it might have
been said by the other premiers and by
the 'Dominion government that, by his
failure to urge the special caseé of tlie
province, he ‘had 'waived it. ' It ‘would
certainly have been made the’ basis of

very Severe criticism - against him in|

this province, if * he had come - home
without making an effort to secure rec-
ognition in keeping with the well un-
derstood - wishes of the people of Brit-
ish Columbia, a eriticism that he would
have found himself very much embar-
rassed ‘to meet. -

We draw attention to the first para-
graph in the memorandum submitted by
Mr. MecBride to the Conference, in
which he ‘reiterates his adherence ' to
the ' genera} ‘resolution on  better terms
so far as it is not inconsistent with the
matters advanced in the memorandum.
Up to this point we undertake to say
that everygman in British- Columbia will
unhesitatifgly endorse his attitude. He
then says that the government of Brit-
ish Columbia cannot accept the general
resolution as ‘“‘a final and full settle-
ment.of g: -demands.” " This  position
will not ‘be’ called in question by a
single voter in this proyince. '

The general stdtement just mentioned
is followed by fite argument for special
consideration, with which: we are all
familiar, but which ‘has never been
stated more snecinctly and- convincingly
than in the memorandum réferred to.
After stating the case fully, Mr. Me-
Bride asked that there might be a com-
plete investigation of the whole ques-

tion by @ commission consisting of .one

persan ' to ‘be

.chosent by._the Bomini
gov. e by the Proviaviel gort

Provin

Tt ‘will ‘be - that Mr. McBride
did’ not ask the -provincial premiers to
pass upon the ease for British Colum-
bia. Thus anothér of the criticisms of
the Opposition is completely and official-
ly disposed of: ‘

- 'The next'stage in'the ease is tl;e posi- |

tion of Sir Wilfrid Laurier. - He ad-
mitted 'the principle ‘embodiéd in“the
memorandom snbmitted by Mr. Me-
Bride, but did ‘not agree-that it was a
proper subject for a commissiofy, claim-
ing, on the contrary, that it was strictly

within the seope of the- deliberations of-

the conference, and he “strongly ad-
vised Mr. McBride” ‘to leave the mat-
ter in the hands of the conference.
There was some discussion after this,
hut the official report does not tell us
what was said.'. We know, however,
from Mr. McBride that, 'acting on the
suggestion of Sir Wilfrid Laurier, he
submitted an offer based upon the prin-
cl_p}é' that, ‘as the exceptional character
of the conditions in “British Columbia
is permanent,. the reéliéf ought also to be
‘permanent. If up tothis point Mr. Me-
Bride did anything wrong, it -would be
interesting to have some one point out
in what particular his conduct was open
‘to eriticism; Was it in accepting the
general better terms resolution? Was it
in ‘declining to accept’ the general reso-
‘lution in full and final settlement  of
‘the ¢l of the province? Was it in
‘reitératg /the special claims of “the
‘province? Was it in asking that those
special claims should be passed’ upon
by some gther tribunal than one .com-
‘posed: of the provincial premiers? Was
it'in yielding to Sir -Wilfrid Laurier's

4 *‘strong” advice to submit the claims to

the -conference? Was it in® ¢laiming
that\ the . exceptional consideration "ex-
tended to the-province sheuld be of a
permanent character? ”~ We venture to
®ay that every man in British Colvmbia,
if ‘he honestly speaks his mind, will an-
swer unhesitatinglv that in neither of
‘these things did Mr. Mc¢Bride do any-
thing wrong, but that in every respect

ernment and one. by the Oolonia%ﬂ.::;i
acet 4
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It can '

what ' the

asked -is:
aecepted this offer?.

. Unless the local: Opposition are pre-
pared to say that he should have done
80, they have absolutely no case against
him. ‘Not one of them has yet ventured

000 spent, principally in torpedo boats
for the defence of the Pacifiec Cos t
would come cheaper in the end to treal
Japan decently. )

London -under the new. Immigratic
have been allowed to remain in England,

every day.

light was not visible..
intensely dark and there was a 1
southeasterly wind blowing. We are 1ot
told whether or not there was rain. There
could hardly be fog with such a wind.
Inquiry
light could net be seen, ayd in the mean-
tithe ‘gudgment should be suspended.

east of

f his province, T
riers of Sir "Wilfrid

th ."

Laurier protest that he should not have
acceded to lis request and'placed our
claims before the Conference.

All that' remain .to be considered is
Conference decided to. offer
is province and Mr. McBride's action
ereupon, We. direct special attention
the terms of the offer. The $100,000
year for ten years, while not express-
. offered in full and final settlement,

¢ould only be so understood in view of
Mr. McBride’s refusal te. accept
other resolution in such settlement, and
#lso in view of=the fact that it recited
that it was given in- consideration of
‘the exceptional claims of the province.
This offer Mr. McBride refused to ac-

the

e only' qiustion remaining to be
Ought- Mr. McBride to have

to take such a position. Not one of
them wi W, venture to take such a
position.,’ it one of them will deny
that ‘Mr, Me! e did perfeetly right in

r. Me
-refusing to gecept the-offer. This being
the ease, we would like to be informed
| wherein:
Conference is open to adverse criticism
by any ene having the welfare of Brit-
ish Columbia at heart. Let him be tried
by the record. Never mind what some
one may or may not have said.
mind how the press of the Fastern prov-
inces regard the matter. i
cial record and judge him by that. His
position is absohifely nnassailable. From
beginning to
resentative of this province to stand
upon

. Phere is a great shortage in the coal

product of the State of
T'he increased output has by no means
kept pace with the increased demand.

Mr. McBride's course at the

Never
Take the offi-
end he stands where every
mbian would wish the rep-

this important question.

Washingtou.

/ : O
The people of Seattle want $15,000-

if you do not know what to do with

the money you have made in real estute,
‘you ought to take up the new $100,000,
000 stock issue of the Chicago, Mil-
waukee & St. Panl Railway.

0

Some Chinamen who were det:lino;] in
law,

having been promised work at the docks
in Liverpool. 'The all-pervading Asialid
is 'becoming motre and more in evideuce

The Themis struck within two mil
the Jight on Scarlet Point, but
The night was

will' probably show why the

e
The Associated Press correspondents

have .taken to guessing about the rela-

tions between . Japan, Russia and the
United States. They are very poor
guessers. They are absurd enough (o
suppose that Japan wants to become en-

gaged in war with Russia and the Unit:

States. This is the sort of “news’

that may always be lpoped for abou
this time’ of year,
shortly a story telling of the plans of
the British government in this conuec
tion.

We may expect very

Friday, December 2
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One live issue succeeds
Preathless rapidity nowad
the languid interest which
411 ‘their daily paper, has by
&d for eager curiosity tof
the latest move in the ga
development.

% A good many of us wef
fprepared for the 'C. P. E
gouncement in last Sundg
dould not be that a comp
siness acumen and ente
overlook an asset which |
‘would be of so much vl
; e of Vancouver Islan$
* What has been done ir
Jand by an individual Mr§
Pe repeated on Vancouverf
company, Cast your eye
the advertisements of the
foundland Company, and
@ miniature of Vancouver
future.
= #Newfoundland offers to
gportsman, and health
grandest scenery in the Wi
jsphere. A most beautiful
.;he summer months; cool,
wigorating: Finest carib
unds

in the world. Bes
ut streams that have
@h@ !&‘LW&Y is eq
Ing and sleeping . cars
nE to please the taste

e comfort of the tourist

Substitute Vancouver
Newfoundland and wapiti
and the advertisement of
do for the other:

Many, propably most
Wwealthy visitors who ha
Waneouver Island in the
been attracted to British
part at least by . its repu
gportsman’s paradise, and
lencies are not sq superio
weaknesses as to overloo!
on the island. What apq
wealthy applies equally t
paratively indigent. How nj
suppose of those who cal
to eclear bush.farms were
fluenced by the report the
plentiful in the districts to
came; salmon and trout
all the streams; grouse ple
hills; and all shooting fi
man?. .

It is true that our gam
the greatest advertisemen
amongst the wealthy; it
the free. Sport of our coun
of the baits which lured
British settlers to their prd
and it is partially true
varieties of game are in n

n here..
These three facts mu
steadily before the minds
consideration. of the ' C.
nchm'u 'well as this fa
the a er to many object]
" “You can't build up a
of civilization, and keep in
wild. charms of the thin
frontier.”

There aré men in Vicig
and perfectly logically
who object to an increase #
ber of settlers in Victoria
d. They say, . “we lef

s .of ‘Europs becauss
them too crowded. We can

- +wanted the wi
bg‘?"bt an_unsetf
: ht solitude and th
d streams in whig

shoot and fish when and h

ed. We do'not want a gre:
railways, and tramcars, m
sucH lilkte, and we do not wa
money out of the increase
our real estate. So long 2
sincexs’ in this last stateim]
can complain of them. Othg
ree ‘with them, but their
intelligible, much more 80"
that of the man who wishe
others to dome in and buy
in order that he may get
!tortmio which he will inevi
n buying a place in some @
try not half as beautiful
which he might have had &
nothing., But that, of co
Qﬁm e. We all of us leave

hustle in the towns to m

order to go back agal

ry and lve that life &
whi¢h might have béen
profession. How many su
iness men become ‘“gentle
ers” having worked half a |
earn enough money to play
which they might have

%
e

ully, enjoying -all the
of the end of them ©
Again, the man who says
here to make money and n
I came out to find somethin
. could sell for more than it ¢
1 am going to do everythin
induce eyeryone of my ki
money to Settle here, whethé
ing of them deprives me of
Ing or not, is perfectly r
e 2 matter of taste.
.But the man who halloos|
) come into his paradise
;wéh. ‘to preserve the ple
itude is & fool.
. A great population and a
of unpreserved game at the
and in the same place is
Victoria and Vancouver
wto malke their choice.
Do they want the C. P. B
Mr. Cuth’ to go on ad

8|
You canniot have Victoria
to be twenty years ago and
€d Victoria at the same time
| choose' between deer and 4
. in the present state of the pj
do! are more attractive
to the majority.
That being admitted, with
Pegret, it seems to me that
r what is the best
Wwe c¢an make, comprises be
fashion nowadays, and con
much we can keep of the good
are called upon to give up, @
Way we can make the best X
those things which we surrer
It seems to me that the C.
‘posal offers us as good terms
likely to get, provided ce
guards are provided in the {
terests.
' Stripped  of all disguises,
Pany’s. suggestion seems to
**We want to be allowed to pi
tain sections of our own land
rallway grant) for the benef
‘We are going to bring to our
Such others as we please,
sion of good shooting by us
it easier for us to draw peo;
toria, and that will benefit
‘who have anything to sell (in
bor), and the preservation o




