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a Telegrapher

of

And

Some Reminiscences.

(H. F. SHORTIS.)

ﬁ to go away from the doors, ‘not

: b.ln( able to gain\admittance. Tlmu

was not & kink in any of the procge@-

‘| ings. - The talent of the performers
was well-known and their famwu'

musicians had penetrated every town
in the Island. Seven o'clock camé—

.| the curtain was to rise at eight, uha.rp

1 remembn it was a.cold, foggy even-'
ing, the whd being . about southeast,
‘with raih and siiow at'intervals. I be-
lieve that I was the only person in‘the
town at work that evening, but I had
»mnde arrangements as to’ a mode of |
admission by a private door, should I
be detained too late on duty. The
hands of the clock were draﬁlnx
towards the appointed time, and: ' %
called up St, John's office to let me' off
five or ten minutes earlier than usual, |
as there was nothirig doing—all hands
being at the hall, That was all right;
but before I finish this part of the
story, I must describe where I was,

time for the performance, Hundmdn'

IH

 We have Just received a shipment of Boots for Men, Women and Child- ;
ren. Al] new stock at 1914 prices. Note the Styles.

'.

Price $6.50

f?“rice '- 3675

Price $é.00

hed in-the Eyen-. between fifty and sixty tons, was em-

the recent faté - bloyed in freighting between Trinity, '

d been driver ouf Conceptmn Bays and St. John'’s. The

had to buffet \Htln liftle schoomer~ (the Flash), skipper

1 remimas me of an ¥ Charlie Matthews, and his crew were !
1 I was a voung tele-f;vell~1\nown to almost every man, wo—l
n the seventies of the jman and cud alang . the ocoast, nndl
the story many were ®the bright smiles ‘she|

i 2180 the respective surroundings. :The
Drug Store and Telegraph Office” Were
under the same roof. The formar
was closed at an early hour, and.any
person requiring to enter ‘the office
should ring the bell at the hall door

T have told ! and, if' hé had business, pass through
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ars ags, but 1 am.sure
ition, and here it is:

én in thiz™ “country
more interesting an-.
{he dead past, than the/,
rator of'the éarly days ot

n the Island of Newr.uu.nd-

Newfoundland, London
\ whén * opemtors
ind far ‘Dettvben—stationed
; to Cape Ray——t.he
raculous escapes of thoss

in themselves, fill ‘a

pany

{

o back to tie days of ‘

brought to the faces of the little ones,
as she landed the numerous toys, etc.,
on the wharf, as well as a full supply
ot good things for all comcerned, to
make them happy during the Christ-
mas festival, Trip after trip did Skip-
per Charlie Matthews and his hardy
crew make to and from the various
ports without accident; but the trip
that I have to deal with, at present,
 was the last he'ever made in the tidy
little schoomer Flash. At this par-
4icular time of which I write, the
Flash left the town in which I was

ume, and to do full jus-|one of the chief operaters, bound" for

. task would require the
bocoT of such experienced tele-
grap! as the late, eupgrintendmt

M. Mack
or repairer William Tobin, at pres-
ot hale and hearty after over fifty-
o years connected with - telegrapn |
gostruction in  this country. Wm.
phin and Wm. Savin are now the
v remaining connecting links of the
4 school, who saw telegraphy in its’
waddling clothes, and who taking it
y the hand helped it: over the numer-
g dificnlties, until it has attained
bo present position of connecting the
Ivo hemispheres'—the Old_World and
e New. All their old asSsociate re-
girers such as Abbottf, Larner, Gos-
ey, Henderson, Lilly, George-Eemoine
few and Tom Foley, have passed

;ay or Alexarider Sa\mdu‘l'

way, It is impossible for me, in one
o compare the present com-;
[ graphic communication !
practice when Stott.i

1 Hagen, Adam Martin
he last of the Old Guard
half a century ago. ‘
when a- single line

ny places, under .the

o=, and “insulators

[ zinc and. qther ma-
noarly as large as

neJ coffee- m:lls.,

,cns William Tobin !

n.f his experiences in

n tha nld West Line;:

gh 'IhF DCEAN 7
"‘r\ s maés that
the numerous mat-

1t have come undox;
~1¥ave devided to

ng, whikh shall; )evu'
N mysientbry: while
ich mmphasizes the
dage .‘there is hope |

2. 18f ndng fednfene | Bfteen, ha gppesred.

Trinity Bay, with a full load of pro-
visions and all other nccessaries for
the winter—not forgetting- the good

things for Christmas, to.fill' the time-.

honored stocking, pinned to the man-
tel-piece. It was only a few days be-
fore Christmas that she was steered
out the harbor en route for her des-
tination, Heart’s Contént. Of course,
all hands in the neighbouring ports in
; Trinity Bay were informed of her sail-
ing, and the probable time of her ar-
rival. But, during the night, a ter-
rific gale of wind sprung up, and it
was with great uneasiness I asked
Heart’s Content “if the Flash had ar-
rived.” The reply from the operator
was, “no sign of heri”.The next and
succeeding. days-passed -and- still the
same answer was received. At last
all hopes were at an end. The families
and relatives of the crew dropped their
window-blinds, ‘dressed in mourning,
and prayers were offéered up by the

| respective clergymen for the benefit of

the missing ones. Time passed on,:-but
the sorrow and sufferings of the famil-
jes at home had not abated. Their

'braadwinners were gone, .and there,

was ‘grave - probability: that poverty
should stare them all in the face be-
fore early spring would set in. A
happy thought entered the Toinds-of
the operators stationed at Heart's

Content. There was a sufficient num-
ber of them to organize a concert, and
they set to work immpfliatélgy The
object” (which was .to help the rela-
tives -of those lost on the Flash) was
made public by conspicuous placards,
figtices, &tc., posted in all'parts of the
town in which I was stationed.

BACK FROM '.I'EE SEA.

The day had arrived, and the per-
formers to the number of fourteen or
Tickets were

Rt ol t4 He s bx- 'ﬂsposed of ‘at fabulous prices—~money

s nosmible: Ahout
ago, a™“schooner, ‘of

being no object then—and, of. course,
the large and commodious hall was
s

Four ho]eSome ﬂavors

Sgrve

IFE SAVERS are the logical after-dinner
mints; - The tin-foll keeps them clean and
fresh, At the party, the dinger or the pichic,
provide each zuatwith a pack of Life Savers.

em as favors
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Ilut ‘entrance to the office,

"‘gethe¥ like a rat-trap; by hair stood

been: like marble, -while my legs re-

the hall, inside the shop counter, and
 Into the ‘office, which had a glass door,
and also a wicket about four and .a
half feet high. This wlcket was the
No per-
son but one of the household or -pri-
viliged person, would dream of enter-.
ing without ringing the door-bell, or '

knocking at the outside door enterlnz,
the shop. There, in array, stood scores '
of bottles, of all sizes and shapes, like
grim sentinels guarding the entrences, |
and dangerous customers were those

silent sentinels fo ra person to Inter- |
fere with. In a word they conta.ined:
drugs—from the simple epsom sa.lta

up to deadly poison—from the sweet

perfume of attar-of-roses to thé vil-

lainous assafoetida. The gas in the
shop was turned on, so as to give me

sufficent light to get out-and lock the
door. I have now endeavored to Ce-

scribe my position and the surrounr'\-

Angs. .. Ten minutes to eight, by the

clock, and I wished St. John’s office '

“good. ‘night,” fixed myself for the{
road, and as lively as a merry widow '
off for a second marriage, I lowered
the .gas, so as just to leave the boss
sufficient’ .light whén- he would]
come in after the performance, and '
made for thé entrance. Great Scoft!

Shall I ever forget it? . There, leaning ,
on the wicket, was the face and form |
of Skipper Charlie Matthews, his face!
aglow with good nature and dirt; his
teeth shining”like polished ivory, and
his eyes scintillating with happinéss
—the whites being more than ordin-
arilly #isible, owing to the . outward
coating of black. There he was with
his unkempt ‘hair, a broad grin i1-
luminating his visage. I don’t think,
I'm able to describe my feelings. I
am sure I am. lfd;. T remember:some-
tiling went throngh me like a current
from half a dozeh galvanic batteries;
my. upper and lower jaws clapped to-

out like porcupine quills (or at least
I thought s0); my face must have

tusédgto support my body and my
hands and:arme refused to move. I
must have presented a pretty picture!

NO GHOST, BUT SOLID FLESH.

- What ‘happened for a short time I
Jknéw not; yet it seemed a life-time.
There I was staring at Skipper Char-
lie’s ghost, as I thought, with eyes
glassy, unable to move, a fit model for
one of the idols for a Brahmin temple,
should one be started. I was as cold
a8 ice. Skipper Charlie laughed
heartily, reached out his hand, which
I had not the power to take at the
time, and, in a stentorian voice, 80
well remembered by-me, exclaimed,—
“How is yer, Mr. S—, martel starmy
wedder we's ‘avin—how be all -the
folks?” Somehow I thanaged to get to
a chair, and fall into it—still keeping
my glassy eyes rivetted on the ghost.
I said I had not power to describe my
feelings, and I shall not attempt it; the
reader’s imagination must do fhe rgst.
However, everything is boupd to have
an ending, and it was:. so. with .my
trance. By the kindness and assistance
of :Skipper Charlie; I Tose from the
chair to circulate the news over the
wires, but not a lettet could I make
for a long time. When I did so, some=
how, such seemed incredible to those
at the office at Heart’s Content. But at
‘last I convinced them that Skipper
Charlic was alive and kicking, and at
my elbow at the time. Then messages

were despatched in all directions, peo- |

ple wore called out of their beds (peo-
ple in outports retire early), salvos of
m uld artilléry rang out, ani
the cl hurried to tell the glad
tidihgs to the sorrow-sricken tamilies.
There was not an eye closed in the
neighbourhood for that night. :
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good walking heel.

LADIES’ HIGH CUT BLOCK BOOT with

Price- onl 6.50.
ame in Tan Kid, only $7.50 e

MEN’S CANADIAN ARMY BOOT—Good
“heavy- solid  leather boot, only  $6.75.
aagx';a style for boys, sizes'1 to 5, enly

‘We can ﬁt correct]
of footwear with Rubbers.

any of these styles '

“MEN’S BLOCK CALF

value..
oct22,e0d

toes, only $6.00 per pair. - Re $10 00
ecure your size t :

Matl Orders
Receive Prompt

Aﬂ‘enhon

rubber heels.

MEN’S TAN CALF BLUCHER, with rub«
ber heels. The Young Man Boots, only

$8.00

Same styles in Black, onty $7.00, without

BOOTS,, pdiiité'd

'F. Smallwoo

218 and 220 Water Street

The Home of
9 Good Shoes,
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the Flash wa#' sinking) dnd brought
to the West Indies. It must be re-
imembered there was no direct tele-
grapht communication with "West In-
dies in those days. In the night of the
concert, the Arctic arrived in port—
the boat was’ launched,- and skipper
Charlie was landed immediately op-
posite the Telegraph Office, and hav-
ing the run of the house, noiselessly
éntered the office, to give me one of
the greatest freights it has ever been
in my experience to undergo. - After
a few minutes, and taking the necés-
sary stimulants for strengtheuming our
nerves—his being overtaxed with
laughing, whilst mine were sprumng
asunder with fright—we proceeded to
the hall, to make an interesting -ad-
dition to the audience. As we entered,
it was then~the cheering, clapping: .of
Mhands, etc., were indulged in. People
could not believe their eyes. The con~
cert had to be cut short—the history
of the voyage, escape and arrival had
to be given, and'it was late at night
when we dispersed to dream of the

“A Pleasure
ToTake”

A 10

our Cough and Cold Curq becanse it
is composed of pure md harmleu

drngp
Ml wor been

u.-:L ok
adventufea *i cﬁuua and his|
crm, wﬁich@kﬁ"giﬁé’ fall corrobora-
tionito the ol saying: “There's hope
from ‘the ; “bnt*mne from the
grave.” 1 may @dd,’fn conclusion, that
the amount realized at the concert was
about two Hundred and fifty dollars.

Herring . Fishery.

There was very good herring fish-
ing at French Jsland and vicinity on
Monday. 3

It was reported on Mojday that the
price of herring commenced st $2 per
barrel from the nets. ;

Herring have entered Humber Arm,
and there were two tubs to the fleet
Yesterday off Davis Cove.

One to two tubs of herring were
taken at McIvers on Monday. Many of |
the fish, however, Were badly eaten by |
squld -

- At Mid@le Arm on Monddy one boat
secured fifty tubs of .herring-and other

Bet.
The lchooner Donald Silver: wm
take salt bulk: uomu. -

The lch

J qno Capt. J.
Hackett, is .g& g

(B Iﬂlnd We un-

of herring: fg:;_her OWHETS,

per fleet and at Middle Arm on Sunday

herring on;Synday were up-to Womai

Wntm Star, -

No cough remedy
discovered that will ecure every
cough, but we thigk we: hqv&olo that

.comes a little n
most of them. Wt\n rm

for years, lt has in sll

The rurwm _j 5
that

boats who had geu' set, “did ‘well. ||
There were only/ a-few nets," howaver,'

The lohooner T M. Nicholson, Capt. |
N. Ross is loodlnt hnlk cpdfish at Port '
| aux Basques. , . . .

derstand lbexwill take SWAY & CArgo]

'l'heromlﬁﬂofharﬁng at Green ||
Island and Red Rocks on Friday, boats
getting from about half a-tub to & tub

Mbdrmdqttotentubi The |

CUove. The stormi prevented the hauling |
of the nets on Saturdey, and when the |
storm abated. the fishermen who. had |
' gear Bet went ‘otit and: plcked thm.-a i

T

as a passenger, cannot carry.a pair
of bladkets as your own luggage.

The companpies. have been upheld in
their. -refusel to.carry children’s toys
as personal luggage, but as:-a matter
of fact it is only rocking horges and
similar bulky toys to which they ob-
Ject. .

An interesting.point is-this—that a
. servant may -not take his employer'q

goods with him as his own luggage.
Of course, this is donme, &nd, so long
as the articles are not.overweight, no
objection is made by the company's
servants, but if such luggage is loat,
the company is not liable for com-
pensation.

Eat MRS. STEWART’S Home
Made Bread.—oct18,6mo

—————

A straight-lime model is trimmed
with huge silk-embroidered medallions
outlined in wooden beads.

A suit skirt in plain black broad-
cloth is worn with a short jacket of
embossed waxed black silk tricot.

Narrow curving collars for cloth
dresses are made of linen, kid, satin,
duvetyn, pique or novelty cottons.
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-Specials--MILLEY’S--Specials
"FRIDAY---SATURDAY---MONDAY
_Values that Make Economy a Reality.

TAMS.

-a “big. assortment.
amazé you.

- Only. § 49

Women’s or Misges’ Velvet Tams,
The values will

BLOUSES.

Ladies” White Voile and Lawn
Blouses; big value offering.
pick them over, all one price,

.“. - o §1.49,

Come,

& ment

. GIRLS' HATS.
SEE OUR WEST WINDOW

" “Beutifully trimmed; a pig assort-
‘Regular $4.00 Hntlr

" el NGW‘ Oﬂly s/l.49-" \ .

m ’migm Work Books, -
Odhl Gm nnd leht GN?

~ ENGLISH ‘ALL-WOOL
AL ool GREEN HEATHER MIXTURE

CASHMERE HOSE.

$2.20 pair. For Fri-

day, Saturgge. and Monday

only $1.49 P |
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