F bruary Carpet L
Ctlrtam Sale.

| Hmfprice

500 Yards of’:l‘apestry Carpet an Extra Specxal
Bargam, made, laid-and lined, at per yd,

68 Cents.}

We invite yot to come in apd let-the salemen show
you through the-stoek and quote prices.  Vou will fing -

there are many money-saving opportunities.
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" Stodk taking is ovor. We £ad too much on hlmd
Granite ware wu%:ﬁve year guarantee

‘ Txnware (l our own make at _prices lower than ever
eard of in Ql‘t&am pefore. 3

Hlmm‘from our hand sewed,selected leathers stnoch

’ Tray: and servdrs, silver, nickle, Japan, brlss, lllr
styles, exceedingly lbw

GEO: STEPHENS & CO.
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1 pore that lhu{m troops hayve alpen

|iorossed the Coréansfrontier, ind that
Jan official deciaration of waf is ex-

|- abroad:—

conseq
| perial Majesty has .been

HAS BROKENOFF
‘AL RELATIONS WITH RUSSIA

A Declaratlon of Wa: by ti\e Former is Ex-
. pected Momentanly-——_]apan s First Act

m

Wt-ll'be to Setzc Corea.

Rlssmrmns are. s-u ,to lihve Already Crossed Corean
: M—Jnﬂl ~Weﬁry of M's Delay,—

m.tsmmm

-

London loaiay. ; Fcb. 8-—L de..;
patch to; nnter; Telegram' Co..from

| Toltio says “Japan hsv.ng broken: off
-} diplouatic nhu.u ‘with Rossia, o]

 declarstion of: 'vm- in expuud s00n.
| The
M&hy arded to the powers
4 ltlw ‘of ‘the’ events that ‘led:
to- the ‘breakidg ‘off of relationd with
Rssia. - Baron ‘dé Rosén, Russtan ihin-
ister at Taokio is jn'ep.‘riw to with-
“&faw; from ythe ecapital, Friday pext’
bum been set for his departiire. He
Il eftbark at Yokohama, his: ore-
uen't plans Peing to yeturn to Europe
by way. of the Suez Canal, nroteeding
'direct to St. Petersburg from aMedi-
{ ter'ranean dort. His family, the secre-
taries and -attaches ef ‘the Rugsian
legation ‘and - a number, of pridsts of
the Russian church will accomipany
bim. :The party. owmber 25., . The
Austro-Hungarian mimister, M. Mam-
bro, ‘will assume ¢harge of
interests and take charge of the le-
gation property. The Japanese gov-
ernment -is showing the members of
the Russian legation every
atmnl of courtesy. Police guard the
and will eacort its tnem-
bab to Yokohama. ' The steamer
Yarra, on which the legation is to
sail, will' also be ¢logely guarded at
Kobe and Nagasiki:in order to pre-
vemt any wumpleasantness. = All the
Russiany cial ns are
preparing to close and transfer their
affairs. Japanese Mimister ; Kurino
bas been instructéd by ths‘.hw
wmt' to withdraw, from
by Wedneaday. Tt is an-
ticipated | “that hgwﬂl be with-
drawm soover. The government m;
liminary: estimates places. amoun
of money ‘which it is. possible to raise
wm.ledvnbwlttlnm
| dred million yem. oyernment 'is
} oaweh - mtlﬂd at t)n al Pros.
- ine popular: e

- im

_mm ?m mn
s ‘givesa ye-

pected ‘Monday. He adds Rhat” Rus-
sian - nterests in -Japan have been
olaced (in the hauds of the Austr.an
minister; the Ttalian minister having
declined ' to utmdertake this

t says t!nt Japar

lvqku» the answer of the
mﬁﬁl-t.

' THE VAOANT JUDGESHIP
Ly B s s o ¥

On Thursday lut our local I&hsn.l
dontemporary published an excellent
editorial comment anent the vacant

s hearty accord.
+ The Banmer then said:— .
Chatbam’s claims to a share of the
jud«:ml honors gomg, if they have
el 20 e At
4 a
Sime the ' dppontment of Mr.
g;;od. over eighteen years ago, un-

Kent has received mothing Httr
of a  judgeship, although its z
| to any in the provinee, . .
un.hmt places on the \o_en
seem t0 have been in high favor

‘which wu semt I:”tpdw. ;:rmm

da, throws the
hole ! ity P the conae-

from a rup-
E mﬂc“:othﬁm be- §
tb two empires on Japam.”
O#ar is about to le-n here for

A .Sfl'EP TOWA&IB WAR

“Fokin, 1Wels 7.—The gevéransce of Wi-
plomatic Felations between. Russia and
Japan a(;;;ear- to be omly astep to—
wnrds afthough when the min's®
ters “xmd and . Japamn' n‘thdm
from their réspective posts quisk
decisive - action. is ex
Ministér of  Foreign Affsirs Komura,
on Saturday unotified Baron de
'the Russian min'ster, of Japan's de-
termination to seven,giplomatic rela-
tions he is d to have decldred
to himy that Japan is tired of Russia’s |
delays, evasions and imsincerity, and
bas décided to’ take independent ac-
tion' for the couservation of Japan’s
Oriental - interests. During the final
negotiations Japan's wepeated re_
quests for, am, answer were treated in
a most umsatisfactory mamner. Japan
waited uhtil convinced that it was
useless to ‘wait longe;r and has mow
ended the di ion. The indica-
tions are that ‘there will be mo for-
mal declaration  of war, Japan will
publicly. define jts position and pur-
poses, .and the Foreign Office has pre-
pared .a. new statement. Op Monday
Japan will umquestionably seize Cor-
ea, and although Russia hag' previous-
ly mthmted that it would not inter.
fere, -in view of that coumtry's pres.
ent attitude, developments are eagerly

awaitéd.
RUSSIA STAR‘I‘LED
St. Petersburg, . Feb. T7—Although
the foar was wueni here yesterday
that the. presentation of the' Russiam
notes to Japan mmht be followed by
an agt on the part of the J

to the
elevonz years ago to
| Patterson’ to a lieutenint

'ship,” and 'lastly. Killam to” the m
preme court. And &0 om Wwith other
places.

It is of course mot necessary that
a Kent man shoutd be appointed to
the local vacanoy—it | is considered

is’ untrammelled by local

or antipathies—but it ‘would be
fair by way of compensa

at least ome of the m:tsido appoint-
ments to Chatham.

To all of which The Planet adds a
hearty amen. The Kent bar has an
enviable Teputation throughout the
entire Province and is certainly en-
titled to the recognition .suggested.

But . on: Saturday -the, Banner: has
something else to say.

It comes to the News from a well-
informed source ‘that ‘it is extremely,
if not altogether, improbable that the
vacant jumior judgeship, of Kemt 'will
come to  a local man. It would' seem
a. misdirection of emsrgy, therefore,
for the one or more members of the
Chatham bar who are “looking" for
the appointment to seek sto force the
hand of the department and ‘wiser to
direct that emergy im am outuda di-
réction,

The policy of the &spa.rtmmt w?ith
few exceptions has beem .to appoint |
an outside ‘man om the county bemch,

at a glance. A practitiomer: of |

standing: has -his relitives and a wi

cirgle of friends im the district

t ,would be a miracle if "heé hasn’t
- R

“govetnarent . whick . would plhuv the

two-countries into war, the at
action' pf' Tapan in se q;m‘

relations with  Russia

hiual - delivery “of -the nmmn note
came Jiké ‘acnolt from -

believed: that the receipt of thu mto
mwight have unmasked an ultimetum
but .that Japan should sever diploma,

tic welations, a step little shart ‘of:

a declaration of war, was almost. ke
a blow in the face under the presemt

JAPAN'S 'NODERATE DEMANDS.

The Times this Morning asserts that
the Japamest demands were of a mod-
eration that will astonish the world
‘when' they are disclosed. Japan did
mot even ask Russia to promise to
move a single soldier from Manchuria
of to remove a single right in Man~
churia. The Dgily Graphic, dealing
with ‘this same subject asserts that

 |he original draft of the treaty wub-

mitted to Russia :was drawm up
‘Beron Komura, in consultation with
Rosen.

| Baron de

RUPTURE COMPLETE.
St. Petersburg, “Feb. 7.—It is offii-
cially anmounced ' that. Count Lams-

4 dort, the n\-lun Foreign Mimister,
has informied the

Ruosgian representa-
tives abroad that Japan has decided
to bredk: off megotiations with Rus-
sia, and to withdraw ber minister

4 and the emtire Japanese legation staff

 from. St. Petersburg and that upon
the-receipt of a 'mote to this effect
rmm the Japanese minister, Russia

bad ordered Minister Baron de Rosen
and the legation staff to leave Tokio.

"PLACES EEQPONSLBI___LTY ON JA-
PAN

The Official ‘Mw publishes the
following - circular-: telegram, dated
¥Feb, 6, which has been sent by Coumnt
Lamadorf, ‘the Russian Foreign Min-
ister . to Russian representatiives
“Acting wumder : instructions
from ' his ‘government the Japanese
government breaks off further nego-
tiations, and of the recall of her min-
ister and the whole staff of the lega-
| tion. In wence of this Hig Il:m-
o
order that the Russian minister at
Tokio, with the whole of the
miission ghall ¥euve, the capital of Ja-
pan ‘without delay. Such am attitude
ﬂth& part of the Japanese goverm.

full
‘ment which has uot even awm‘ted the | thi

Ciry tances, and it is resemted ac-
cordingly. The, authorities bahew
this action places Japan distinetly in
the ‘wrong before the whole workd,
am‘l, moreover, after such 2 “pueee of

d ?. ag it is d d here, |
“makes easy an appeal to the pat'riqt-
ismi-of the people. . The news
that at any mement Japan bad drawn

the gword and that the first clash had’|
occurred

would not he surprising.

EVENTS: FOLLOWED RAP’HILY
The eveuts leading to anln'a ajb.
rupt action have come with great
wapidity. The Russian note ‘was al-
ready in the hands of Baron de Ros-
en, n mimister at Tokio, for de-
livery to Baron Komura, the Jap

Foome- intp -coptact with thuo Oppos-
ing elegtents—perhap: xuh
m&f utl

of plaintiff and

What does all thi

4whom was it msp;redl’ 1t the gov«

claims, of t.‘hm qugy‘they are.

ing a serious mistake, Mhe Keat bar

is entitled to the appointmeat on its

merits and ahoueld be given it. The

gentlemen whose ™ nanies -have been

mentioned geriously im connection

therewith are all able to grace the

position with ability and diguity.
B s —

LAID TO REST

The" funeral of the late Mrs. Cor-
nelius ‘Purser took place Saturday af-
ternoon, from her late residence, 3rd
.Con,, Dover, to Maple Leaf Cemetery,
and was very largely attended. Mrs,
Purser was one of the most highly
est d ladies in the township, and

Foreign Mimister, when, at 4 o'clock
yesterday afternoon M. Kurino, the
Japanese Minister ° here, prenuted.
himself at the Foreign Office amd. in-
formed Forej Mmister Lamsdorff
that his government, in view of the
delays in comnection with the Rus-
sian amswer amd the futility hitherto
of the megbtiations, considered it mgex
less to continue diplomatic relatiops;

and ‘would take such steps as it deem-{ h

ed proper for the protection.; of

anw.s interests, .1t is known that'
Lamsd:

orff expressed surprise.

and Tegret at this move. . M. Kurino
recived his ts and after com-
colting with Sir®y S, Scott, the Brit-
h _Ambassador, ‘to his lega-
tion where ‘the preparation for
ﬂepdl‘tm has been started.
Rnss: . oo cmmenamend

” Rﬂm HOOD *’
A full rqhearnl of all interested in

the' production of the opera . “Robin
Hood” will be held this evening, com=
mencing at eight o'clock, in the aud-

itorium over tln Standnrd Banl A.

Pdarid

was beloved by all who had the' prg—
ilege of her acquaintance. She was
of a very kmaiy ana generous dispo-
‘sition and. encircled herself with
many warm: friends, who will deeply
regret her demise. She had berpe -
with Christian fortitude a wasting
and painful disease for a consider-
able length of -time and death mpst
ave been a happy release to theisuf-
ferer, whose life, although compara~
tively- short, was one of blamelels
purity.

Salem Arnold, of Chatham township ;
two nieces, Mrs. C. B. MecDougald; of;
Wiallaceburg, and Miss Gertrude Me-
Lean, who has resided  with hey
since childhood, and three nephews,

MeLean, of the C. B. C., and, Jame‘.
:& an, who has also resnded wrth
ORL 4y - X

Robert Smith, John Bacheldor, John
Terry, Thos. Guttridge and MrT
Bechard. | :

MAGED BY w(qrtn
' ¢tur&xy dnghged a

ar at

Judgship, with which The Planet is

a copservative admnistratiom;

hi¢h court, ltnﬂﬁuh ahout |
thaemuwh,& ]

good practice "to.import a man: who |

tion to give

dand the ‘wisdom of this is app-;r&st i

emmpnt intends, to -.un ignore the

, Mens

Deceased . has but one shter. Mm. ‘

James McLean, of Loraine, Ohie; Wi |

The pall-bearers were, Geo. &mtxv

YOUR
|ICHOICE
FOR 25c.

» Your choxce of 200
"titles,’

25¢. Each.......

, . Call éarly and get
first choice as” there is
not more than, three of
any one title ;

is is the greatest
book bargain ever offer-
ed in Chatham.

_8ulma.us Beive

Ol)p. Garner ‘House.

sror ‘later in the| -
admmﬁatratm of" justice he - would

You can buy

Box
“Calf . Bals.
 Goodyear
Welt Shoes

un;arsa.so

“In the following sizes

< 1846, 4-1,
5.8, 89,
and 4-10

* "THESE SHOES ARE
ALL ON GOOD SHAP-

-

af
IR

=
m oo by U s



