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Of the priory now few
mained, put of the great tower
many. Another smaller tower now
reared its head, as though claiming
lordship over all it over looked, and
. great pile of buildings about and a-
bnd it still went by the mame of
Gaston’s Keep. But a considerablc
portion of these lay in ruins. Tra-
dition said that after the Priory had
peen swept away in the days of the

pack more than three hundred years.
Nevertheless it preseded many of the

features of an old-time baronial hall,| as other young men are in the
though the windows were lgrge, let- twentieth-century days, and pursuits,. ?nd G%Sto(? ik . ltilml GRAI qT’S SPRING BRE W ERY CO : . 1TED o e
{ing in abundance of air and light, | and pleasures which appealed to the it trom the dving. man's own: “O ] ; : e : o
that he too had seen this ghostly B ¥ ' CANADA
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and the rooms were lofty and sumpt-
uously furnished with all manner of
and costly prizes brought

had connection with the East India
Co., in its palmiest days. So that
the gold had filled their coffers, and
their historic house held treasures
and splendours which made'it a veri-
table museum of wonders .- But the
wealth which had flowed in upon the

habits and traditions of a miser. The
household staff had been reduced;
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traces re-|is.
very ' public school and

a visit of pleasure to the metropol-
His only son had been sent to
university, and
then for a trip around the world;
but he was never adequately sup-
plied with money. He never knew
the sensation of pleasure which

comes with the realization of being[

son and heir to a man ef large
means. Gaston always thought that
his father must have heavy losses
until he came into his heritage and

Breton strain from which his house

had sprung. For he was not quite

companions of his school and college
days seemed to have'little or no in-
terest for him.

iast over all kinds of sport,
took his rod or his gun out alone.
Horses and dogs were his friends
and companions, but'of human com-
panionship he knew little. In that
lcnely sea-girt place there were no
vouths now. of his own age or likes

them which he was too proud or too
jndifferent to seek to overthrow.

and vitality etched against the glow

once handsome and forbidding, and
tinged with a melangholy which of-
ten seems the heritage of Celtic
people.

itation, Gaston woke out of his re-
verie, and, putting his horse to a
brisk trot, and occasionally allowing

2
which a shaft of westering sunlight

solemn region of oak and ilex wood,
where lay. the ruins which no inhab-
itant of the district willingly passed
after sundown. Gaston himself, fear-
less as a lion in all other respects,
had known many a thrill of fear

when exploring these ruins in child-
hood ; and, if he admited nothing
of this experience now, it was not
because he was quite a stranger to
a sensation of creeping gooseflesh if
ever his wanderings at night brought
him near to that haunted place of
shadows and the burial-place of the
dead.

Tradition said that a white figure
walked along the fallen stones at
night, which might or might not be

twelvemonth—probably before—he
too would be laid in his grave.

apparition in the ruins barely six
weeks before his death, The woman

glrange had been shrouded as in grave
- 7] from all parts of the world, His passion was for the soil on e :
New Loan or certain among the Lebretons| which he Tad ‘been brought up, the clothes, but her eyes  were alive,

and the glare in them had frozen the
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details without expense to chant princes and traders, an ad| name. He was an adept and Pgl‘::mhse moment a chill had seized him, his father’s last charges—and these stone walls of the great baronial

Though he had spent his days beside
blazing fires, he had never been
warm again. Gaston had reached
home in hot haste, summoned by an
imperative wire that found him . in
Italy. He had been in time to hear
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had. been many. But only one hour
before his death had he told of the
«white woman’ of the ancient leg-
end who had “overlooked” him with
eyes of fire———ovlerlooked him to his
death. i
‘“There was a curse upon her lips,

house dusk fell early and lingered
long.

Gaston only paused here to put
down his cap and gloves and crop,
and then passed onwards and out in-l
o a passage which led to the cent-

—_jt may follow you. Beware of the
! wide shallow steps of a mounting
ruins and the woman who walks inlSta.ircase, the carving of its hand-

beside his blazing fires within thick) s o014 a mother waited for the

stone walls. He had known a shiv-

his back to the
her beautiful i white
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stooa with

: . h  his life
stern for the years which his li his mother,

had numbered. WS g
When he reached the great court- | e :
yard of the Keep he gagve up his had laid aside her work at the sound

horse to a servant-who was in waiting imf"’h'e well-known foatstens,, .le""i«e‘& J{ i

at him, as though for this sight alone

she lived.
A beautiful woman still was Ma-

his heels he strode across the ring-
ing flags and entered by a low-brow-
ed side door which admitted him to
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fine as silk, and wavy and thick. Her
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face though somewhat deeply -lined,
was very delicate in coloring and: tex-j ¥
ture, and the great dark eyes which
her son inherited looked forth from
under brows delicately pencilled and
beautifully arched, Her voice when
she spoke was low and musical, with
a touch of sadness in its tones.

“Well, my son, what news do you
bring from the world Rockhaven?
Have you been there to-day?”

“I have been there, and I have
ridden through the woods, and I
have given my orders. Then I took
a gallop over the downs, and 80
came home.”

“What orders, my son?”

His young face slightly hardened.

«1 have ordered the closing of the
path again. We have had trouble
enough over that foolish claim al-
ready. These girls—they will know
nothing of it. Their father was my
father’s friend. ‘They will not be
steeped in foolish local prejudice; in
fact in all probability they will never
give the matter a thought. They
have the good road which we so im-| ™7
proved. It is only a little farther, and \
so the path shall be stopped. I have
given my orders accordingly. I hope
to be quit of that nuisance once and
for all.” :

Madame Lebreton was silent. Gas-
ton flung a half-impatient glance in
her dierction. ;

“Mother, why don’t you speak?
Surely you approve?’”’

“I do not speak, Gaston, because
I do not approve—and you Know it,
my boy, for we have spokén often
of this thing. Bad blood has follow-
ed this foolish feud for generations.
\ Why begin it afresh? A right is a
\ right.”

“And T say it is no right!
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Well,
mother, we will not discuss it. Knott
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