
OF THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.

Mr. HEFFERNAN moved the second reading
of the bill relative to the sittings of the Stpreme
Court ln the Ce. of Guysboro'.
BUTHERLAND AND MITCHELL'S CONTRACT

Mr ARcnIBALD asked the GovArnnent If
they were disposed te lay on the table t'he ra-
pers connected with the peti*ion and con-
tract of Messrs. Sutherland and Mitchell. lie
undierstood that this firm entered into a con-
tract for the construction of a section of thie
Pictou Railway, under which they continued
te work until the 19:h of January. They then
signed a docutment agreeing te cone in under
the contract of Mr. Fleming, but they stated
that with the effect of this documont they
were net acquainted at the time, and this
seemed reasonable, because it was no' known
until the meeting of i he Legislature i Ëa' Mr.
Fleming had assumed the work. They cslm-
ed from the Government $12,000, and au addi-
tional sum from Mr. Fleming, and askeo -ha'
the papers be laid befo'e the house.

Hon. PROv SEC. said that no commit.
could examine in'o the matter at that period
of the Session, and ho did not think it would
be wise te recognize the claims even if there
were time.

The Government wore satisfied that these
contractors had no claim whatever against the
treasury, and their claim against the contrac-
ter thev could content in a court of law at any
time. He had gone personally over the Pictou
line in company with the Chief Commissioner,
the Attorney General, and Mr. Fleming, and
on coming te the section of the petitioners it
was found that they proposed te substitute
tunnels for certain bridges and masonry, but
the price they named was beyond what was
reasonable; but as the engineer stated that
they had taken the contrazt low, especially the
masonry, on which they must loseheavily, the
Government allowed then their own price.
The bouse would understand bis surprise, on
seeing by the account that, after getting the
change made on their own terms, they charg-
cd $5000 for the substitution. The Governiaent
were, however, quite willing te allow then to
establish any claim tbey had in a court of law.

Mr. ARCHIBALD said that he Lad the au-
thority of the contractors for stating that the
entire work had been done at the rates pre-
scribed. He was net prepared te enter inte
the discussion, but had hoped that the claim
would be adjusted by the louse without the
delay of litigation.

CONSUMERS' GAS COMPANY BILL
The Legislative Council having sent dowu

this bill. with an antendiment compelling the
new Company te give compensation te the Ha-
lifax Gas Light Company for the use of their
trenches, and compel them te lay their pipes
four fect from the present pipes,-

Hon, FIN. SEC. moved that the amendment
be not aRreed te.

Hou. PRov. SEC moved ln amendment that
that portion of the clause proposed by the
Council which compelled compensation be
agreed te, and that the remainder be struck
out. le said that if the new company availed
themselves of the expenditnre of their prede-
cesors, it was only right that tbey should pay
for the privilege; !but h. did net see why a
uselesa expenditure of £20,000 or £30,ooo should
be insilated on.

Mr. ANNAND said he was glad that tie pro.
posal for compensation commeuded itself te
tlhe bouse; the meeure wouil otierwise be n
very arbitrary one.

Mr. BLACKWOOD said that tlie committen on
private bills Lad recommended the four feet
chnse lie would, however, suppox t the com-
pensation clause.

Mr PnaYOu thouglit that sone gua-rd for the
water pipes should be inserted. They wnuld
be exposed to the frost in case of the trenches
bicg opened by the Gas Con pany during tb
winter

The moi ion of tbe Provincial Secretary then
passed.
BRITISH AND AMERICAN TELEGRAPH COM-

PANT.
Theia "ouse then went Into committee on bills,

ami took up the bill to incorporate the British
and Ainerican Telegraph Company.

Mr BLANCHARD said that thu Nova Scot=a
Comany, by petition, opposed the clauseýi giv-
ii the right to the new compiny to estabhlih
liLes of telegraph through tUe Provin.o., be-
cause they were compelled to maitain a uum-
ber of lines which paid notinig, ani li new
company would have the rigli to taka from
them the profit of the paying lin. s.

Hon. ATTY. GEN. said h!e vs fnlly dispsqd
to guard the interests of the Y a Scotia (Com-
pany, but the bill propo.'d nut îug more than
it was necessary for the new companîy to
have. By the arrangement iecntly made,
mattera werein this state: that for the next
five years the Nova Scotia (nnmny wculd
only get five per cent. for the iw ,f 1h" Inea
fron the Wnstern Union Com'any, who had
the lease. The original shares were $20 each,
but they hald beeu far helow that, and lad
ouly risen to $16 when the cable was laid, and
they had lately sold at $10.25. The new com-
pany-proposed to land a cablo at Falifax, and
would requiro such land accominodation as
woui.i enablo t hem to trausmit their messages.

The present cable did not give one-sixth of
t1 accommodation that was required, and the
new company proposed to transmit at one-fifth
of the presont rate, and it would therefore be
the intorest of the old Company to impedo tie
operation of the new, and therefore sutch pow-
ers as were necessary to the enterprize should
bo given in the bill. It was true that the Wes-
tern Union Comipany had the right, if the lu-
come on the Nova Scotia lines diminisbed, to
give up the lease, but he was convinced that
the business would be increased by eight times
after the laying of the cable and the reduction
of the price. It wVas expected that Halifax
would ho the great railway terminus, and if
the cable were laid to this city the present
danger of news being intercepted would be ob-
viated, but the company would not 1ay the
cable te Halifax unless they could be ensured
of the requisite accommodation. He believed
that the interests of the Nova Scotia Company
would not be prejudiced, and said that the pe-
tition against the bill was only agreed on by
the casting vote of one of the directors. They
offered no acceptable compromise, and were
amply protected, becanse the British and Ame-
rican Company would not have the right to
construct a land line unles. they could not
obtain proper transmission. It was suggested


