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ascertained that, although a great deal w* tol over (5 per head instead of $45 per head 
be done, things were not so irretrk vS^y-hadTaa in NcwYork and the debf 1res than $2» per 
as they seemed. Such jiolitical squabble, |head as compared with $158 in the State of 
may be regarded as the measlea and whoop- New York.
ing cough of nationality, hut with us the , Notwithstanding the enterprise of our 
attack was so severe as to do material injury cousins across the lines, despite their genius 
to the country. However, of late years, lfgis-1 for competition and their high and hostile 
lation has pulled up wonderfully, and our I tariffs, we have done pretty well for “Brit- 

have, for the most part, syen the I ishers, ” and we can afford to hear with corn- 
error of their ways. placence their patriotic boasts, while our

Notwithstanding these adverse influences, patriotism manifests itself in a quiet satiafac- 
Canada has not been sluggish in her move-1 tion and a determination to go ahead. We 
ment. The statistics for Ontario and Quebec I have but 3,900,000 of a imputation. Ere 
for the last twenty years exhibit evidence of I long we shall have a territory, at the least, 
prmperity. In 1850 the total value of ex- over two millions of square miles in extent, 
porta and imports for these two Provinces While we bear rule over so much land we 
was under thirty millions of dollars; for the claim to rank third among the maritime count- 
year 1860 the amount was over sixty-eight ries of the world.
millions; while for the year ended 30th June, I A great deal has been said about the nmn- 
1867, it had risen to upwards of one hundred I her of people who leave Canada for the 
and seven millions of dollars. During nine | States. It is true a great many young men 
years the imports into Ontario and Quebec I do go there, but it is also' true that many 
increased upwards of 81 per cent. ; into Nova I come back. For that matter, a great many 
Scotia, 6% and New Brunswick 38 per cent. ; I Americans come and settle in Canada ; but 
while the exports of Ontario and Quebec in-1 this proves nothing more than that people 
creased 44 per cent. ; Nova Scotia 20 per I will rove about. Canada never witnessed 
cent, aqd New Brunswick 25 per cent. The such an era of progress as at the present 
deposits in banks increased from $8,358,437 I time. Railways are being built in all diree- 
in 18591o $31,600,000 in 1868. During the I tions ; new branches of industry are being 
last three years the deposits in tanks and I developed ; new territory is being oj>cm#d 
savings’ banks increased from $32,600,000 to I Up . and wc have organized a system of innni- 
$37,50^000. The railway traffic shewed an I galion which has already borne good fruit, 
i*^**^; P—1 mile, in 1866, to I ^ye }iaTe a ncw and fertile West for our
$6,090 in 1868. In one year the \ alue of I yOTmg meI)i where their adventurous spirit 
ss«»*ed property in Ontario increased $3,- ^ ^ iudf Eacll Province is vieing with 
688,000. The repeal of the Reciprocity the other in ecolH,my. (h,r ,>e<,,,le are com- 
Treatydid network auch great harm as «orneIfurtilblC] and well with tl)eir rKlliti.
suppose. During the last ) ear of the treaty I Cid institutions. When we say that we have 
the export, to the United States from all the free8t c^,^. upon' earth, it ia no itlle 
P™** of the Domuuon, amdnnte.1 f(ir wo chalknge contradiction. In-
$$1,1401000; in 1868, to $20,061,000, show-1 decd) „ar American neighbors are the readiest 
ing a-decrease of a r Mille over ti_ve per cent. I ^ confess it ; and none ore more earnest in 
But uîfcM. provincial trade received a great 1 then advice that we should retain our iden-' 
façelm In 1866-7 there were sent to Nova yty than tho(fc who have experienced the evil, 
Scotia and New Brunsw.ck 408,000 barrels which the ,wtter educated classes in the 
of Hour; m 1867-8 443,000 were sent, show- gute> k,Hir under. ()n the wh„le, we think 
mg an excess of about 33 per cent. 1 Tlie 
demand for Nova Scotia coal is manifesting 
itself more strongly in Ontario and Quebec,

that Annexation, even as a topic of discus
sion, had better be postponed.

and though the increase last year was about 
,17 per cent, over the previous year, the 
figures for the present year will be found to 
be much larger.

MARKED CHEQUES.

The paying teller of a bank which has an 
active business does not enjoy a sinecure 

The average annual increase in population I Not only is his honesty put to the test, but 
has been in Ontario 41 per cent., Quebec 2|, I the nature of his duties places his good name 
New Brunswick 2| and Nova Scotia 2. Inland his prospects at the mercy of others, 
1868, a comparison was made as to the amount I sometimes even at the mercy of chance. He 
of debt the other British Colonies liave to I like everybody else, is liable to errors in cal 
bear in proportion to population sa well aslcularion; but, unlike eVerybody else, he has 
annual charges with that of Canada The to bear their full consequences. When he 
result was, New Zealand, $6.02 per cent, per I pays out two bank notes instead of one or a 
head; Queensland, $4.97; New South Wales, „,il of sovereign. instead of silver, the v’xees. 
$3.21; Victoria, $2.88; Canada, $1.1* The L not lost to the bank, but form, a setoff 
total taxation is an annual charge of a little | for so much against his own salary. Few

icjsh it
will envy a teller who finds his cash in exi 
certainly none will begrudge him the worry 
which results when liis cash ip short ; the 
weary retracing of the day’s fewness—the 
anxious tax of memory—the fruitless search 
after a mistake which defies every effort at 
discovery—the hesitating coflfessioi—the 
meek acceptance of rebuke, and the submis
sion to hiss. The general role respecting pay
ments over the counter is, that mistakes must 
be rectified at the time, before the sufferer 
leaves the bank premises, but In practice it 
can scarcely be said to be strictly followed. 
Were it imperative and irrefragable, one could 
scarcely say that it is unjust r, for a teller 
has to do with a great number of people who 
are strangers to him, nhd might be .-bested 
time and again, if liable to lie called on to 
open up transactions, all trace I of which luw 
been obliterated in a multiplicity of payments.

The role referred to is supiioscd by some 
to justify the keeping of all that one gets 
from a bank clerk, whether enjtitled to H or 
not. Such a conclusion savoufe little of mo
rality, and we are glad to believe that bnt 
few act upon it. There are, however, per
sons, who can retain, with ia chuckle of 
satisfaction, an extra five or tejn dollars over 
the amount they are entitled ti> receive from 
a bank, and yet would repudiate the Same of 
thief, and would consider their hondsty un
impeachable.

The Quebec iînzrtir puts fofward the fol
lowing static of facta as the iferticulars of a 
case which recently occurred ih Toronto - 
A presented B’s cheque to thej ledger keeper 
of the Ontario Bank, .and it wat marked good, 
in the usual manher; but bo|ore A left the 
premises, the ledger-keeper diseorefed that 
he had made a mistake, and requested him to 
return the cheque, in order that C. swxejt- 
once might be corrected. A refused to do so, 
but brought his action, and foi judgment, 
subject to a motion for non-sfet. We quits 
agree with our contenqiorary *hen it says:— 
If a man occupying a resjiefeable .ffMlÉiP. 
in society is permitted to possess himself 
of $70 by the accident described, and to 
be declared legally entitled to retain the 
money, we do not see why] another indi
vidual, who may sec a pef-son drop Mi 
pocket-book containing $700, and who picks 
it up, should not be allowed to keefü 
The two things are very! much ayk* « 
ami we do not see that the mam who “foUld 
the porte-monaie, and insisted upon appro
priating its contents, would bp more to blame 
than he who, by the miscalculation <if a bank 
clerk (of which he was immediately inform
ed), possessed himself of a sum of money, 
or of its equivalent, in thé way we have 
stated. This view commenjds itself <)|*- 
right and pro pier one to take of such » 
action. I


