July 7, 18871

DOMINION CHURCHMAN.

———— e D

WHAT IS THE REASON?

S1s,—On looking through the religious statistios in
Whitaker’s almanac, 1 find the church population, t.e.,
the Anglican Church, is put down at 13,500,000 in
England alone, while the various sects of Methodists

ether, for the whole of Great Britain, number
gome 750,000. On the other hand we find that in
Canads the Methodists number over a million, while
the Church of England can only claim a little over half
s million. These figures are from the religious census
of 1881. Now, as the figures for England show, the
Anglican Church there has & vast proportionate ad-
vantage in numbers over the Methodists. What is
the reason that the Methodists in Canada increase so
muoh faster than the Anglicans? There must be
gome reason or reasons, for it is notorious that thous-
ands of recruits in the Methodist body are from the
Anglican communion. I consider this a most import
ant guestion and one that will bear earnest diiousaion.

ANCE.

OFFERTORY AND OFFERING.

Sir,—I have always understood that offertory and
offering were not synonymous $erms. The offertory
is the service in the church connected with the ool-
lecting of the alms ; the offering is the collection so
made. And yet even in the pastorals which our
bishops issue, we h'equenﬂf have the two words con-
founded, and offertory e to do duty for service
and proceeds. By and bye we shall be told that the
offertery is no part of the service of the church, but a
mere side-issue. The word regeneration has been
wrested from its rightful meaning; and now some of
us are looked upon suspiciously because we hold to
t:;nl:fiiim&te meaning of the word and teach Bap-

i Regeneration. We are in & land of diction-
aries, and of prayer books, why are they not more
oconsulted ? N.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT.

Sie,—Will you please acknowledge, through your

per, the receipt of $20 towards the Piegan mission

ilding fand which has been collected for this pur-
pose. But a shortiextract of a letter from Mr. Bourne,
of Jarvis, will better show what can be done by a de-
voted few.

“I am glad to tell you that I have been able to
raise about $20 for your mission building fund. At
the beginning of Lient I provided all my Surday school
children with missionary boxes, and on Easter Sun-
day they were all deposited on the altar, and when
counted we had over $12 which they voted should be
sent to your mission. The balance I have ocollected
and made up myself.”

We invite others to follow this noble example set
them by the small town of Jarvis. Oar bishop desig-
nate writes me that he has made an appeal through
the papers of Eastern Canada for this fund, which we
pray may receive a hearty response. I am,

H. T. BournNE.
Fort McLeod, N. W. T.

QUASI-HIGH CHURCH IRREVERENCE.,

Sie—In order that I may not be deemed:hyper-
oritical, permit me to say that I am what is termed
* & High Churchman "—if by that expression is meant
one who desires to see the services of his Church con-
duected decently and with dignity, in accordance with
the rubrics, and with such other reverential cere
monial as may render them both effective and im-
Ppresgive.

Amongst other of your Churches which I have
recently visited was that of the new parish of 8t.
Barnabas at the west end of Toronto. Thé external
&ppearance of the edifice was not by any means

& the order of architecture not being as well
fined as one would desire, a fact which may be
attributable to the somewhat unsightly accretions
which have attached themselves to it in process of
construction, and which, it is hoped, may be removed
&8 soon as the conditions they may be tem ily
erected to fulfil are supplemented by some un-
seemly and barn-like appliances, typical of the par-
poses for which the structure was erected, and af-
fording better convenience for the ingress and egress
01‘6& congregasion.
pon entering and taking my seat the unpleasant
with which the ex%etigt impressed me was
Somewhat modified, although there sppeared to be
o the internal arrangements much room for im-
Provement. There was evidently a strong ritulistio

tendency in the character of the service which had
the effect of i

. ing me, but this antici
pation was sadly and abruptly i by the
lly apparent irreverence with which the e

man conducted the service, reducing it at length to
& Indicrous, if ‘painfu '
e '“ed not_a'pomtnl, travesty of a decorous

426

—

I am quite prepared to admit the difficulty which
too often obtains with young clergymen whose tem-
peraments and dispositions have not always been too
carefully restrained in their very early days, to as-
sume that their office was created to magnify them,
and not they their office ; and whilst in every dir-
ection I could see palpable evidence that the breadth
of the phylacteries was in no degree restrained, there
was much evidence that the weightier matters of the
law were held at a very serious discount.

In all my experience of Church service decently
conducted, I have been pleased to observe the offici-
ating priest, devoutly kneeling whilst saying the
prayers, ‘and not perfunetorily reciting them whilst
irreverently reclining aoccross the desk or lectern, as
did the rector of St. Barnabas in the instance to which
I now refer. It has been my experience, further, to
observe that all preparation for the servise, including
the necessary - and usefal drilling of the choir boys,
together with other matters of graver importance, as
well as the smaller details, were properly attended to
in season in order to enable the officiating clergyman
to go through his duties without unnecessary embar-
rassment, and to relieve him of the necessity of being
here, there and everywhere,—now at this and then at
that end of the Church,—to the general disturbance
and distress of the whole coungregation. So painfully
manifest was all this irregularity at St. Barnabas,
that I made it my special daty to inquire, at the close
of the service, whether it was exoceptional or other:
wise ; and received the unsatisfactory assurance that
it was rather the rule; and, further, that at early
celebration, Communion was not nndommonly admin-
stered to one or two members, whilst the rubrics say
that, at least, three shall be present to partake of
that holy rite.

In conclusion, permit me to say that I have been
induced to address you in the hope that this irrever-
ence and disregard of the amenities of advanced and
dignified Church observance may be corrected, and
that the beautiful and impressive services of the
Charch may no longer be travestied, or their admirers
disgusted. Please accept the enclosed contribution
toward placing the Churchman in the hands of those
who may most need it. Yours, &o.

J. R. OriFroN.

SKETCH OF LESSON.

5TH. SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY, Jury 10tH, 1887,
Marching Onward.

Passage to be read.—Numbers x. 11.-18, 29-36.

A man faking a long journey, though obliged to
stop and rest awhile, would after restihg still go on.
8o the Israclites having stopped in their journey to
receive the laws, to set up the Tabernacle, and to
prepare everything for the worship of God, must now
go on to the Promised Land. While they rested at
Sinai the year rolled roond and they kept the Pass-
over a8 God had commanded (Ex.xiii. 8). compare
Numb. ix. 1-5. But everythilagoés now arranged.
Israel has the Tabernacle where '8 presence rests,
the High Priest to represent them, and priests to
carry on the worship of God: one fribe is set apart
for God’s service instead of the firstborn (Num. iii.
40, 41) and rulers are appointed over the people. All
is now ready, and they receive the command from
God (Deut. i. 6-8) to go forward and possess the
land which God had promised to Abraham.

To-day we are to consider,

I.—Q@oing Forward.—You remember the signal for
starting(Nam. ix. 17) see from Ch. x. 11 that the sig-
nal was given. Describe the stir throughout the
camp, tents taken down, camels and asses loaded,
sheep and cattle collected. Some of the Levites, the
relations of Moses and Aaron, go first, bearing the
Ark ; (comp. ehap. iii. 80 81, with x, 88,)) Then the

ple follow in the order of their tribes, Judah first
x.14) A little behind come Levites carrying the
pillars and curtains, eto,, of the tabernacle (x, 17 :
iii. 25, eto.) on waggons (vii. 6-8). In the centre are
others bearing the holy things, (x. 21.;iv. 75.) care-
fully covered (iv. 15). It was no easy journey (Deus.
i. 19 ; Jer.ii. 6.) Oould this tiresome way be the
right way? Yes they must be right if they follow
the cloudy pillar, and they wo also be safe with
God for their guide and defence (ix. 18, ete., x. 85, 86
and they were on their way o of Promise.
Dent. i. 7, :

11, on the Journey.—One of the rela-
tives of Moses" wife (Ex. xviii. 1) bhad thus far staid
with TIsrael; mow he wishes t0 return to his own
land (x. 80). Moses entreats him to remain perman-
ently with Israel and share their bleni'ﬂfl.ud
also that his knowledgeof the Desert lgouefﬂto
them (x. 81, 82) Hobab yields (Judges i. 16.) In

Christian must move onward, he has pnduu (Acts ii.
38) peace with God (Rom. v. 1), Christ for his

Priest (Heb, iy. 14), the Holy Spirit to dwell wi

all this we have a pictore of the Christian life. The

him (2 Cor. 1. 22), bright hopes before him (8. John
iii. 238). These things are not given to him that he
may settle down and do nothing (S. Matt. v. 15 16).
See, t00, what St Paul thought about it, (Phil. iii. 18
14), and St. Peter, (2 S. Peter iii. 18.) It is not
enough to join worship Sunday, or simply $o read
and learn, we must really ‘ grow in grace  ‘'‘ grow
up into Him in all things,” (KEph. iv. 15), knowing the
Lord Jesus better, loving Him better day by day, and
daily overcoming sin more and more (Heb. xii. i 18.
Jobhn v. 4). This we must do by the Holy Spirit's
belp (Eph. iii. 16). Just as the pillar of cloud and of
fire led Israel, so must we be led by the Spirit,
Rom. viii. 14.

And the Christian must bring oth-rs with him,
because Christ has commanded it, S. Maté. xxviiic 19
20.) because he has the Spirit of Christ, (Rom. viii.' 9
and therefore longs for the good of others (Rom. x. 1,
because he desires the glory of God (2 Theas. iii. 1).
If you are not moving on. growing in grace, and try-
ing 0 bring others to Chrigt, oonsider carefally Aave
iy started. '

Jémi“lﬁ‘ Reading.

THE IMPORTUNATE WIDOW.

A widow, poor, forlorn, oppressed,
Importunate her suit could gain ;

And shall not we our joint request,
By perserving prayer obtain ?

A stranger to the judge she was,
But we God’s chosen people are;

And, wishing us to gain our cause,
Himself doth all our burdens bear,

To an unrighteous judge she came,  »
But to a righteous Father we, Y

Who bids us confidently claim 1§
His grace for needy sinners free.

The widow's and the orphan’s Friend
Kindly commands us to draw nigh

And lo, our hearts to heaven ascend,
And boldly * Abba, Father," cry !

She had no promise. to sucoceed,
And but at times counld find access ;
Encouraged we, and sure to speed,
Both day and night our suit may press.

R .

THE MULTITUDES NEEDING SALVATION

The total computation of the inhabitants of the
globe is put by some at over 1,400,000,000. Of
these, 856,000,000 Are- heathen, 170,000,000 Mo-
hammedan ; and. 80,000,000 die every year, Th
multitudes need salvafion, and salvation, I m’&‘.
is a right relation to Christ:. .Bub how  can

hear without & préacher'? “How can one p
except he be sent ? Can any words describe their
need better than those of the inspired hymm,
« Knowledgeof salvation, for the remission of ﬂg
sing; light to thém that sit in darkness and in'
shadow of death, to guide their feet into the way
of peace ? " R =7 e
hina—thrifty, industrious, highly edueated, in-
finitely interesting, absorbed in its orial life— -
is now thrown open to the Oross. Indiais bey
ning to move and ‘tremble under the sound of
holy hio:.t walkmmi t&:ﬁnd fro among the
dlesticks. Africa shall soon accept the
now it g. Japan is on the thresho
be, of aceepting, what indeed an

philosopher has not serapled in y to call.a
“ ghost worship,"” but what honedt g iy
tly discover to be but another i 0e of the

survival of the fittest, in the best form of truth the
world will ever see.—Zhe Bishop of Bochcmr ’
1 :

HUNTING FOR PAPA,

~ 7Y = - r— . o A ;%?_;\?
A lady in ‘the stréet met umgﬂmzz
and three years old, evidently lost, and erying bi
terly. The lady took the baby’s hand, and asked
where she was going. ootl
“Down to find 'my:papa,’’ was the sebbing
reply. FEa00 2 by
“What is your papa’s name ?” asked the Iady.
“ His name is papa.”

“ But what is his other name? What does

your mamma call him ?”
' &y
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