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of High Churchmen, they would stand out in sharpfone which has always to be kept in mind by those|t
who at times feel despondent because of the active

revolt against the supernatural on the part of a cul.
tured section of society, for it helps to excite the|,

sense of companiouship, and to revive their drooping|posed to the temper of the Gospel. |
ees at whom the «lip is aimed. for it is 1n itself

antagonism to an enormous array of Moderate
Churchmen, belonging professedly to neither party.
and tending, therefore to regard any party outside
themselves as alien from the true spirit of the
Church of England. If this rearrangement of par

ties were effected after the Ritualists had secured|vout and earnest workers are trying to do all they
But if it|can on
forees of social evil all around them.
confidently believed
work will last, and the evil prove to be only pass

toleration, it might not greatly matter.
were effected before that time, it might make the
conquest of toleration very much more difficult
The motive with which that toleration will be given
will be, in most cases, a dislike of the possible con
sequences arising from the refusal of it, and the
magnitude of these consequences will greatly de-
pend upon the number of the clergy who regarc
themselves as in some sort mixed up and bound
make common cause with the Ritualists. As long |

4]

as the party lines between High Churchinen and|out exhausting our energies in resisting what is at
any rate sincerely intended to do good.

Evangelicals remain where they are, many of the
former will regard themselves in this light. * These |*
men,’ they will say, ‘go very much beyond me:
but, after all, they are High Chturchmen, and it is
not for me to desert them when they are oppressed.’|
But if the party lines are drawn differently—and|,

v

N

the thing that comes most raturally to the mind of | yurselves justified
& Moderate High Churchman is his substantial|«ho are convinced that the world-wide distribution
identity with the Moderate Evangelical —he may be |of Holy Writ is at least a powerful agency for enlight-
more inclined to look upon the Ritnalists as simple |enment ; and, similarly, while equally unable to ac-
disturbers of the Fcclesiastical peace. How the|cept Ssbbatarianism, we are too thoroughly convineed

problem will work out depends mainly upon the
extent to which Ritualism has really leavened the
High-Church party. If the extent to which it has

merely a priori considerations go, the probabilitigs
on both sides are curiously balanced.— Spectator.

OBITUARY.

On the 27th inst., at Toronto, Petar Paterson, Esq.,
of Blantyre Park, Township of Scarborough, pased
to his rest.

The deceased bad reached the age of 76 years. For
a length of time his sufferings had been very severe,
baving for many months been in almost constant
pain, which he bore with all Christian fortitade and
resignation. Mr. Patersou had béen véry successfu]
in his business] enterprises and won for himself and
as an heritage to his family not merely a good mea-
‘sure of this world’s rewards, but the more enduring
and the prouder recompense of an honoured name, a
name which was a synonym for integrity. The
Charch at Norway will miss him ; he there carried on
the services as a lay reader when the mission was
founded, and when uo clerical help was at hand,
naturally, therefore, he felt a deep interest in its wel.
fare. Mr. Paterson devoted two of his sons to the

priesthood, of whom one suryives, the able and much
esteemed Rector of Christ Thurch, York Township.
He also leaves to mourn his loss another son and
three daoghters who, with his widow, have our deep-
est sympathy. The memory of the just is blest as a
consolation to the bereaved.
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ZEBAL WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE.

THEBE is no fact in religion plainer at the pre-
sent day than the large number of persons who
are honestly doing their best to spread Christianity
around them, not only in admittedly heathen count.
ries, but amongst the really worse aud more degraded
heathen of great European and American cities, and
the duller class of pagans who still. as fifteen hun-

courage.

ing.

school in tlm way of any Lonest attempt to make the
world better, even if we could not altogether approve
the metho.ls employed. . There is quite enough work

able to accept the theory of the Bible Society, that

eager to keep up that value, even by faulty methods.

s ¢ ; ~|by far tban it ought to be. The surest mark of
done this is considerable, the Moderate Evangeli bigotry is hostility to what certainly professes and in

cals, on coming up to the point where the Moderate | tends to be right, but whose type differs from that
High Churchmen were yesterday, will find that|preferred by the bigot, while open evil is viewed with,
they have moved a day's journey further on, anc |far less dislike.
that the relative distance between them still remains|XV. of France objected to a certain tutor being suf-
what it was. Whether this will prove to be the case, fered to travel with a young man of high rank, on the

thing but time and experience can show. So far ac ground that he was a Jansenist, but was at once satis-

ODOMINION OHURCHMAN.
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It is a most heartening thought that so many de

the side of good, to make head

that all which is good in theiur

It has been our own line of teaching all along that
o discouragement should be put by those of om

ut out for us in fighting what is certainly evil, with-

Thus, to
ake a couple of examples, while we never have becp

he Bible alone is the great missionary agency—since
o think so would te impeaching Divine Providence
or having sent Christianity into the world fourteen
yundred years before printing—we have not thought
in weakening the hands of those

f the moral value of Sunday to assail such as are

But we fear that that this form of tolerance is rare:

The story is well known how Louis

fied on being assured thut Le was merely an Atheist
8o, too, it may be fresh in the memory of some of om
readers bow the Church Association started with the
professed intention of combating Rationalism as well
as Ritualism, but that some of the leaders coufessed
at a public meeting that to attack Rationalism would
drive away some of their best friends, and counld not
be wisely attempted, so that in fact nothing whatever
bas over been done by the Assoeiation in tho battle
with unbelief.

The particular incident which has prompted these
remarks is that a few days ago a slip of paper which
wereprint was put into the hands ot a person when
com’ng out of a church, and presumably into those of
all of the congregation who would accept copies. It
i8 as follows :—*‘,Are you born again ? Yon may be Re-
ligious. You may go to Church, You may take the
Sacrament, You may say your Prayers, But Are you
born again? If not, You are Going to Hell. Fo
‘ Except a man be born again he cannot see the King
dom of God.' —John ii1. 3.” We are perfectly ready
t? allow thtqt fbe authors e:;nd the distributors of this
slip are entirely convinced that they are doing good
by spreading it as they do, not bromliasz exa.ct.l’;.gbut
amongst regular church-goers. We have not evi.
dence as to whether it, or a similar one, is given to
meeting-goers also, but we rather doubt it, and think
the manifesto, from its wording, to be exclusivel)
anti Church, and to emanate from the Plymouth
Brethren who dishke the Church more even thap
they severally do the two or three rival sections with-
in their cwn body.

Now, this seems to us to be going on the
tack altogether. In the first plzfcc. fime. pain:r::g
money would be better employed in striving to draw
the attention and influence the acts of those who d»
not attend any place of worship. They are not so
few or so hard to discover that there could be good
reason for putting them aside in favour of other ob-
Jeclgs o: mlt;erest.

ext, there 13 one perfectly true and possible i .
pretation of the slip, which ig worth whtl)le in?;l;:';s?sti.;rg
on every professed Christian—that formalism, Lip-
service, externality, is not rellgion, 18 not ** savin
faith ;" is at best mere respcotabiiity and Pharisaism,

dred years ago, throng rural villages. This fact is

\

minds of 1t8 authors.

against the [intends to disturb and -alarm.
And it may be|steady minded Churchman would of course pat it
y down with a kindly sigh of compassion for the writers
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oon added some warnings against spiritna) ride

against narrow sectarianism, against bitter jy

nent of others, against rash pryiog into the Dlvin'
‘ounsels, as not incompatible with lond cluimg;ob:
n a state of grace and election, although (limou’ op.

It is not Phary.

»utcome of some of the very worst parts of the Phggp.

asias spirit.

Further, it does not help in any wu" those whom jy
A well instructed apq

and distributors ; but imperfectly taught, nervous, op
timid people might very probable receive a gey
shock, and be seriously upset by! reading it sudden)

* Exactly what wo want,”” the distributors wouﬁ
reply,—* we desire to awnke our readers to the con.
viction of sin."” Perhaps:—our own fear iy that
which is chiefly hoped is that our readers way leasm
to view church worship and ordinances as sinful—byy
even 8o, there is no hint given by which the reader i
to learn what is being ** bornagain.” Heis told that hig
house is on fire and the doors locked, but is nog told
of apy escape. There is & hard thoughtlessnegs
1bout this, which is more akin to the temperofq
Spanish inquisitor than the writer probably suspests,
But undetlying the whole is biauk ignorance of
the leading words of the elip. There can be o
doubt whatever that the writers and Jdistribotorsof
the slip entirely misunderstand the phrase * bom
again.”

g.ﬂ.nd first of all, becanse it is a mistranslation of the
onginal Greek of the New Testament, which is liter."
slly ** beyotien again.” the word referring primanly to
the act of the father, and ounly secondarily and indi.
rectly to the position of the cluld. The term'“pe.
generation ' or ‘* new-birth ' oocars only twice in the
New Testament, in St. Matthew xix. 28, and in Titns
ili. 5. In the former of these,.it is plainly equivalent
to *‘ resurrection,” and denotes the time of the fresh
quickening to lite of all the dead before the Jm
ment. Iuthe latter it is significantly coupled
washing, as more directly with water in the root.
passage of all, St. John iii. 8-5.
Peter 1. 3 and 23, contain all the rest of Scri
directly bearing on the matter, and not one of all
these passages is so much as capable of receiving
the interpretation intended by the slip-writers.
Here is the true meaning, shown by a parallel from
civil life. When a foreigner desires not merely to
live in England and adopt English ocustoms, batto
become in all respects an English citizen, owing allegi-
ance to the Ehglish Crown aud laws, and o

"|in return certain civil rights, he bhas to send in'an

ugrhmion whereimn he formally renounces his origi-
oal nationality, and asks to be received us an Eog
lish subject. Hereopon a grant is made to him from
the Crown, constituting him an Englishman for all
practical purposes, and this grant is )
called *“ Letters of Naturalization.” that is o say,
letters which give him the status of one'n y
born an Eoglish citizen—in short, conferring on him
civil *‘new-birth.” Exactly similar is the mesning
of ““new-birth"” in the New Testament. It is that
act of Divine grace whereby we are admitted into
the visible fellowship of ist's Kingdom asi
citizens, renouncing our former citizenship. B
there is only one way in which this act, so faras
Scripture reveals, takes place, and that is in andby
Holy Baplism ; nor is any other notion of the Chris-
tian new-birth visible 1in history or htenhn‘g
Calvin invented the theory that as no one A
elect could be regenerate, and as many of th.htﬁ
could not be supposed elect—on the further E
thesis of his invention, that no one can fall
election—therefore baptism and new birth could not
be the same thing in any sense, and new birth must
ge t.:tken to denote an inward change of mind’li
eart. o

That, however, is not * new birth,” but conversion
—a word used as a noun in the New T

this one sense only, coming out of Heathenism ]
Christianity (Acts xv. 8), while the verb ** vers "
ness (St. Matt. xviii. 3, St. Jobn xii. 40, &c).
ingly, eveu that word is inapplicable to
bave been brought up as Christians from
and who, however weakly and stamblingly, are
ing in the right way. '{hoy may need to go qui
to keep more in the very middle of the path,

but they do not need to be turned round. And oné
the best tests of having turned round is observance,

very practices which the slip denounces as

in grace and goodness which is called *

8| butissomething which peopleda for themselvesnamely,
But 'we much fear that no such meanding was in the Rettain LS o socepted aniapplied 19 g a

certain promises of Holy Sorigture, jand to have

Otherwise, there might have|conscious of the exact time and mauner in which

The toxts, 186

i8 used of turning from habitaal sin to habitaal boli-

frain from casting occasional looks aside and behind;

though uot formally, far less hypocritically, of the
What these people mean by being * born agsin'’/is
however, not even oonversign. much less that s“" &r,, ¥
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