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EDITORIAL NOTES.THE MOUNTED POLICE.tioiiK in their city. They have indeed 

their municipal taxed to pay, hut if the«e 
taxes lie too heavy, are not the city aider- 
men alone to blame? Take from Toronto the 
government house, the Provincial Parlia
ment buildings, the Lunatic; Asylumand 

th e other Provincial institutions,'and you 
at once remove hundreds of mechanic* and 
tradesmen with their families from the 
city. The Provincial government, besides, 
purposes to expend in a short time a mil
lion of money on the erection of new 
buildings in the city of Toronto. This 
immense sum of money will be distributed 
amongst the working classes and through 
them to every other class in the city. 
The whole Province whose money this 
million is, will be thus made tributary to 
the working-men and shop-keepers of 
Toronto, some of whom, in the absence of 
any other cause of grumbling, demand 
that the government be taxed fur enrich
ing and beautifying their city. The pro
perty of the Federal government in 
Toronto is also a source of wealth and 
advantage to the city. The city Post 
Office, the Custom house, and the property 
held for military purposes by the Domin
ion govern ment, are all a source of expense 
to the government for the benefit of Tor
onto. A~ regards Ottawa, every one who 
visits that city can at once see that the 
Dominion government annually taxes it
self in one form or another to keep it* 
buildings and property in good repair and 
excellent order. The city of Ottawa en
joys the benefit of this annual expenditure. 
If that city, from a backward and unpro
gressive town, lias been enabled to assume 
within a few years the attributes of a city, 
if it can now claim hnrmony'in its appear
ance with its magnificent and unsurpassed 
surroundings, is this not due to the enor
mous expenditure of public money within 
its limits, for well nigh twenty-five 
years. The government at Ottawa has 
built its own - id e walk 8, improved and 
beautified its grounds, which are daily 
thrown open to the citizens and besides 
gives the city use of another park which 
the municipal government lias put in 
some order. There is besides in Ottawa as 
in Toronto an annual expenditure of large 
amounts of money which the city would 
never see but for its possession of the Par
liament buildings. Yet it is now coolly 
proposed to tax this source of revenue to 
the city. With regard to schools and edu
cational establishments the proposition to 
tax them is simply absurd. These edifices 
are built and sustained by the same peo
ple who must pay tin* tax if it be put on. 
Their exemption is, therefore, a surer re
duction of taxation than their taxation 
could be. The same with churches. Their 
exemption secures the over-taxed worship
per immunity from a tax revolting to his 
feelings and detrimental to the municipality 
itself, for instead of the stately, architect- 
ural piles which now adorn our cities un
der the exemption clause of the Assess
ment act we should have shabbily 
structed places of worship to enable church 
goers to escape high taxation. But it is 
said that the doing away with exemption 
ensures low taxation. We deny it. The 
experience of munit ipal government 
everywhere is that under pressure of local 
necessities the rate of taxation in cities and 
towns is nearly always kept to the very 
highest attainable figure. The giving 
over of the property now exempted to 
taxation would plunge many of ourmuni- 
cipal corporation into extravagant schemes, 
certain to result in severe financial trials 
for the municipalities’ interests.

We had almost forgotten to notice the 
statement above referred to, wherein it is 
alleged that the exemption of church pro
perty is a veritable tax on non-church 
goers. The latter, in this country, are 
fortunately few in number. There are 
very few persons indeed, property owners, 
who do not belong to some religious de
nomination. The placing of a tax on 
these were, therefore, a partial exemption 
from taxation of the few unbelievers in 
our Province. We may. at some future 
time, return to this subject. Meanwhile 
we content ourselves with this statement 
of opinion and with the expression of 
steadiest determination to resist in every 
manner, the proposed taxation of federal 
or local government property, of schools, 
colleges, convents and hospitals, as unjust 
in itself and repulsive to Christian senti
ment and belief.

There will he rioting,employed by leading members of the 
Lund League in not more menacing or 
seditious than that employed by the 
reform agitatora in England fifty 
years ugo. It may be vehement; 
the language denunciatory of tyranny 
should be vehement. But that any
thing in tho speeches of the agitator* 
is untruthful, is hurtful to the inter
ests of Ireland, or seditious, we deny. 
Certain speakers may have, from 
time to time, propounded doctrines 
that no true friend of Ireland could 
endorse. NVe have ourselves read 
speeches whose sentiments we con
demn and whose tone wo deplore. 
But in every political agitation there 
are to he found men who stretch to 
their furthest tension, and sometimes 
beyond it, the views held and enunci
ated by the real leaders of this agita
tion. Their very excess is their 
condemnation. The statesman who 
has truly at heart the welfare of 
the country and the interest of the 
institutions through which it is gov
erned gives no heed to the utterances 
of such men. But to the views of 
men in the public confidence, earnest 
in their purpose to promote the pub
lic good, the true statesman lends 
ready car and untiring attention. 
The evil once known, he proceeds to 
eradicate it. His efforts in this latter 
direction may prove unavailing, but 
he desists not. llis calling is 
to elevate the people, to remove 
abuses and to strengthen govern
ment. In his noble pursuit ot good, 
hernay lose office and emolument,but 
his fidelity to principle endears him 
to the people and must eventually, 
even amid the uncertainties of 
politics, bring him a reward. We 
had at one time, we are free to ad
mit, expected something of stateman- 
ship from the Gladstone Govern
ment. The speech from tho throne 
at the opening of the last session 
was the first and most striking 
disappointment oui* expectations en
countered. From the very begin
ning to the close ot the session dis
appointment followed disappoint
ment—till at length the supreme 
act of Governmental folly is to be per
petuated. We sec nothing in store 
for the present administration but 
humiliation and bitterest mortifica
tion. But we see even through the 
clouds that now so darkly lower 
over Ireland the glimmerings of the 
light whence peace, equality, and 
justice will once more shed their 
beneficent rays upon the sacred soil 
of ol<l Erin—peace so long b sf, hope 
so long abandoned, gladness so 
long forgotten.

forecast.
muixlor and massacre. The govern
ment cannot be too cautious in its
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\Vo see it noticed through the 
press that the Dominion Government 
Iiuh issued, or is about to issue, a 
commission of enquiry into matters 
connected with the Mounted Police. 
During tho last session ol Parliament, 
M. Boyul, a member from the Pro
vince of Manit >ba, mado some start
ling charges against the officers and 
men of this body. We had ourselves, 
previous to M. Royal’s action, called 
public attention to tins matter and 
asked at the time M. Royal made 
his charges that a commission should 
bo appointed to make the fullest 
enquiry into his allegations. Wo 
were then, and are now, firmly of 
tho opinion that nothing but the 
fullest enquiry can satisfy the public 
mind. The Mounted Police might 
have proved a very useful and effici
ent body, but wearo inclined to think 
that few of our people consider their 
usefulness or efficiency worth the 
price tho country pays for the main
tenance of the force. Strict discip
line and thorough organization are 
indispensable requisites to such a 
force, ami wc make no doubt what
ever that if the people of Canada saw 
that tho discipline and morale of the 
Mounted Police were what they ought 
to be, tho country would extend no 
greedy hand to its support. But the 
conviction that has grown on the 
public mind tor the last two years 
that the force lias no control over 
the Indians and enjoys not their res- 
pcet, renders it necessary that be- 
fore another dollar of tho peoples 
money bo voted to its maintenance a 
strict and impartial enquiry be made 
into the very grave charges formu
lated from his place in Parliament 
by a prominent member against the 
Mounted Police. Mere boastful 
denials of these charges cannot and 
will not satisfy the people. The 
Indians of the North-West have given 
us peaceable possession of their lands, 
and are entitled to legal protection. 
We were not doing our duty to them 
or to the in-going settlers to tho 
North-West in refusing them such 
protection even against the police. 
M. Royal is not the man to advance 
statements which lie cannot substanti
ate. Ilis public position in .Mani
toba and his intimate acquaintance 
with the North-West Territories give 
him the very best opportunities of 
knowing whereof lie speaks on any 
question concerning that portion of 
the Dominion. A full and impartial 
enquiry into the matter will go far 
to set the public mind at rest. We 
arc far from believing that all the

The Richmond Christian Advocate, 
(Protestant) says it would he un im
measurable calamity if Methodism 
over becomes the pelted faith of tho 
United States Government.

.......... $21X1
HII mon dealings witli tho Indians. Govern

ment officials should lie men of un 
questionable probity and unsuspected 
morality.
witli the aborigines with firm
ness tempered with leniency, with 
justice and truth. Their chief aim 
should be to make the Indian look

1 in-

They should deal
( Ikkenback, the musical composer, 

was reconciled to the Church before 
lie died, llis wife was tho daughter 
of an English Jew, Mr. Mitchell, who 
became a convert to Catholicity.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.
publh-HlUm muni 
1er attached, and 

later than Tuesday

THOM.' COFFEY.
Publluhc! and Proprietor.

LETTER FROM HIS LORDSHIP BISHOP 
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upon tho white man not as his foe, 
hut his friend anil protector, and 
with that aim constantly in view, 
punish with tho utmost rigor any 
crime committed by white settlers on 
the persons or property of the red- 

For tho magistracy in the

The Rev. Mr. Dale, a clergyman 
of tho Church of England, was ur 
rested in London, England, on Satur
day last, for disobeying the orders of 
the Ecclesiastical Court by carrying 
on ritualistic practices.

Ax influential meeting of the peo
ple of Dungarvan, Ireland, was held 
in tho Town Hull on Oct. 16th, to 
take steps to present tho pastor of 
the parish witli a farewell token of 
esteem on his departure for the scene 
of his new mission u-Bishop of Kings
ton. Captain Gibbons presided. A 
subscription list was opened, and a 
large sum subscribed.

London, Ont., May 23,1H79.
Dear Mr. Coffey,—Ae you have become 

proprietor and publisher of the Catholic 
record, I deem It my duly to announce to 
its subscribers and patrons that the change 
of proprietorship will work no change In Its 
one and principles; that It will remain, what 
It has been, thoroughly Catholic, entirely In
dependent of political parties, and exclu
sively devoted to the cause of the Church and 
to the promotion of Catholic Interests. I am 
confident that under your experienced man
agement the Record will Improve In useful
ness and efficiency ; and I therefore earnestly 
commend It to tho patronage and encourage
ment of the clergy and laity of the diocese.

Believe me,
Yonre very sincerely,

+ John Walsh,
Bishop of London.

Mr- Thomas Coffey,
Office of the “Catholic Record."

men.
North-west there should be selected
men of the most determined charac
ter and undisputed honesty. Their 
hands should be strengthened by a 
police system thoroughly organized 
and efficiently governed. But the 
government should, above all things, 
attend to the education of the Indian 
population. Schools in connection 
with the various missionary estab 
lishments should be founded and

The Sovereign Pontiff has sane 
tinned the departure of the French 
Jesuits to labor in the conversion of 
Central Africa. And they will do it 
if it is to be done. It is thus that 
the visible Head of the Church is in
spired by Divine Providence to work 
good out of evil. They whom the 
atheists of France have driven into 
exile will be the bearers of salvation 
to the uttermost parts of the earth.

Catholic Hecortr. liberally endowed. The co-operation 
of the missionaries should be every
where invited by liberal and compre
hensive legislation in the government 
scheme for the amelioration ot tho 
Indian tribes. This is the course 
which the Federal Government must 
adopt if it desire to be spared the 
losses in life and property which an 
opposite course has brought cn the 
American Government. A policy ot 
liberality and enlightenment can
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THE SITUATION IN IRELAND.

The situation in Ireland has as
sumed the very gravest character. 
A government, indiffèrent to distress 
and starvation amongst large classes 
of tho population—a government 
professedly liberal, avowing the 
principle that governmental adminis
tration should be by the people—for 
the people—now sets at nought tho 
lessons of the recent famine, refuses 
to take moans to prevent tho recur
rence of another, and decides on the 
arrest of the most prominent of the 
people’s representatives in Parlia
ment, because, forsooth, these men, 
the chosen leaders ol the people, de
clare that the wrongs of Ireland must 
be righted. That course must indeed 
be weak which requires the support 
of a State trial and the incarceration 
of men who avow their convictions

A servant who had saved 8800, 
gave the entire sum to procure a 
marble altar to St. Bridget’s Church 
in Cleveland.
Cleveland Leader denouncesn church 
that would permit its members to lie 
so liberal in their donations. But wo 
arc of opinion that there are very 
many Protestant ministers who 
would iv t object to have a few such 
servant girls as the one in question 
among their congregations.

alone secure peace in the North-west 
and bring about its rapid develop
ment.

The editor of the
The utmost caution should

he exercised in the selection of 
officials to fill responsible positions 
in that country, A careless, in
efficient or unscrupulous officer might 
bring about occurrences of a very mis
chievous character. As fur as pos
sible none but those acquainted with 
tho North-west Territories an* with 
the manners and customs of the rod- 
men should be selected to till posts 
of responsibility in connection with 
the Indian department. By this 
means and by the i igid enforcement 
of the laws without respect of per
sons race or condition, wc may look 
forward to peace and undivided hap
piness as tlic lot in store for our now 
Western Empire.

Henry Ward Beecher says he 
would have no objection to occupy a 
place on the same platform as 
Robert Ingersoll ut a political meet
ing. This is no time (election time) 
lie declares to ask questions about a 
man’s religious belief. American 
politics seem to be of much more 
consequence than the spreading of 
tho Gospel, as dispensed by Henry 
Ward Beecher.

and uphold their principles. Does 
the Irish Secretary imagine that he
can, by prosecuting the leaders of 
tho people, silence the voice of Ire
land? Docs he believe that ho can, 
by the incarceration of the represen
tatives of the Irish people, diminish 
or destroy their influence? If so, 
never d’d public man make a greater 
blunder.

Mr. William R. Grace, the 
Democratic candidate for Mayor oi 
New York, was born in Ireland and 
is a Catholic. Many of tho New

TAX EXEMPTIONS.

Certain journalists of Turuntu and Otta
wa have raised the question of d<%ig away 
with tax exemptions. There is in lsith cities 
a very large amount of valuable property 
belonging to lire federal and Provincial 
government-. These fortunate towns are 
also blessed with many fine ecclesiastical 
edifices; they have also colleges, convents 
and eleemosynary institutions. For a year 
or more an effort lias been made to excite

The voice of Ireland, 
which lias already sounded through 
the world awakeing in every land a 
feeling of sympathy in her sorrow, 
and in her determination In obtain

York papers, especially the Herald, 
are of the opinion that Mr. Grace’s 
failli should be considered an ob
stacle to liis election. Wc hope the 
electors will, when the time arrives, 
show their contempt for the opinions

members of the force arc guilty ot 
the charges laid at the door of the 
whole body. But wc arc ol opinion these editors by electing Mr.

Grace by a large majority.

THE INDIANS IN THE NORTH
WEST.the adjustment ot tlm grievances 

that have so long crushed her energy, 
exhausted her strength and over
whelmed her hopes, will still lie 
hoard. It will be heard over the 
voice of venal judge and packed jury. 
It will be heard over the din of arms 

)ver the very roar ot tho oppres
sor’s canon. It will lie heard through
out the world and it will bo answered. 
It will he hoard in America and tho 
answer from millions of Irishmen 
and from millions of free men— 
not Irishmen—in America, will he 
one of denunciation of tho oppressor 
and of earnest support to the op
pressed. It will be heard in Europe, 
and from every metropolis ol tho old 
world will come a response of indig
nant condemnation of the hypocrisy 
of that government which demands 
reform in favor of the subjects of 
other States, hut allows its own to 
die ot want. Tho fact that two or 
three landowners have lost their 
lives and that the people have banded 
themselves together to better 
their rights, is no justification for 
tho course which the Gladstone Gov
ernment, unfortunately for itself and 
unfortunately for tho country, de
cided on adopting, 
agrarian violence lias manifested 
itself, lot there be vigilonco and 
severity on tho part of the consti
tuted authority. Assassination is a 
crime against God and country, de
manding, especially in the present 
state of Ireland, the sternest and 
severest punishment. Let there 
be vigilance, lot there lie severity, 
let there be, in a word, an olVoctual 
repression of crime wherever it 
manifests itself. But let us not, in 
tlie face of thobousted enlightenment 
of the age, be forced to witness any
thing so barbarous its the proscrip
tion of a whole race because of the 
violence ol a

that certain of the officers and a 1 
great number of the men have pur- ) 
sued a line of conduct in dealing 
with tho aborigines disgraceful to 
themsolves and to tho poopie of 
Canada, whose authority they have 
been deputed to maintain in these 
distant regions. There is but one 
way of discovering the guilty—by 
enquiry. When the crimes of these 
pur ties are laid bare they can be 
punished and the stain of disgrace 
now affecting the whole body at
tached only to the truly criminal.

One word as to the commission. 
\Ve have heard it rumored that Mr. 
Joseph E. Macdougall is to be ap
pointed sole commissioner to make 
enquiry into M. Royal’s charges. We 
can scarcely credit this rumor with 
the least semblance of truth. Mr. 
Macdougall is a very young gentle
man, wholly unacquainted with the 
North-West and ignorant of the 
French language—two causes utterly 
disqualifying him for the position 
with which liis name is connected. 
There arc several gentlemen in tho 
North-West fully qualified to sit 
the commission, which should consist, 
not of one, but of at least three mem
bers. We need only mention the 
names of A. G. B. Bnnnatyne, Sena
tor Girard, Judge Dubuc, Speaker 
McMicken and Col. Proveneher—all 
gentlemen of position and ability in 
every respect qualified for the work 
of tho commission. Whatever 
pointments the government may 
make, wo sincerely hope that the 
enquiry will lead to good results. If 
it be a fair, fall and impartial enquiry 
it must load to such results. The 
removal of abuses connected with 
our government of tho North-West 
will hoof benefit to tho Indian and 
white settler alike, and promote the 
rapid growth and development of 
maguifiueiil territories.

The rapid taking up of land and 
tho formation of new settlements in 
tho North-west urge us to the consid
eration of the status of tho Indian 
population of the North-west Terri
tories. Witli tho construction of the 
Pacific Railway there will, there is 
no doubt, be an influx of population 
to that country which will neces
sarily deprive the aborigines of much 
of th» freedom they now enjoy. 
Their movements on tho prairies in 
tlie buffalo chase anil other kindred

Du. Thomas, a Methodist minister, 
of Chicago, has possessed himself of 
some extraordinary notions regard
ing hell, and his clerical brethren 
are deeply scandalized thereby. A 
committee lias been appointed to 
formulate charges against him. In 
fact lie is to be tried for heresy, and 
perhaps excommunicated, 
likely he will endeavor to find proof 
for his belief in the Holy Scriptures. 
If so, those who recommend private 
interpretation will be acting most, 
inconsistently if they find failli.

We lately saw in one of our cutem
poraries expressions ol deep regret 
at seeing the announcement made in 
a country paper that a large cake 
was put up and rutiled for at a Me
thodist tea meeting. It also asserts 
that the work of tho Lord should be 
carried on without such questionable 
means of raising money. Our Chris
tian friend who characterizes this 
trifling and harmless matter as sinful, 
may be expected to vote “ Nay " 
when tlie question comes up “Maya 
Christian laugh ?’’

Titr. Waterford Citizen refers in 
the following terms to tho 
Bishop of Kingston:—Tho appoint
ment of Dr. Cleary to tho Bishopric 
of Kingston, Canada, is now officially 
published. Tho distinguished Dr’s, 
appointment will be matter of 
special interest to our readers in tho 
city of Waterford. During 
than twenty years of liis priestly 
ministry lie labored in our midst, 
and during all those years lie 
universally held in high esteem 
cultured gentleman, a polished 
scholar, a learned divine, and a zeal
ous priest. We give him hearty 
congratulations on liis elevation to 
tho Episcopacy; and we consider 
Kingston extremely fi-rtunanto in 
securing such a Bishop."

We saw it asserted some tim > ago
ia a Nortkora scientific j ;;.u.d ;hat

the public mind in Ontario on tlie pre
sumed injustice of the exemption from 
taxation of governmental, ecclesiastical and 
educational property. It is argued that 
government buildings, churches and 
schools enjoy the benefit of municipal 
supervision and should pay for it. 
Roadways are paved, sidewalks constructed, 
and lamps erected for the benefit of ex
empted property as of non-exempted pro
perty, but the whole burden of expense 
for these works, wc arc told, falls on the 
<ln udders of the oppressed and unfortunate 
non-exempted. Then with regard to 
churches, there are many, it is alleged, 
who attend no church and yet are compell
ed to pay taxes fur the improvement of 
buildings used by others.

Though the agitation has not vet 
assumed any very formidable proportions 
it is well that the fallacies of its promot
ers should be at once dealt with. They 
object to the exemption from municipal 
taxation of government property. Now 
we hold and boldly allirm that it were in- 

ronumeration, and would to-morrow dieting an injustice on the municipality 
adily resist any onchroachmcnl : *ls,‘if within which the government holds 

what they *' l)roi,ert-v to tax snvh property. The gov- 
v j eminent holds all such property for the 

public benefit and for public use. It as
sumes tlie cost of improving and beautify- 

M any of the settlers may, through i,lg this property to the manifest advantage 
a misapprehension ol the aboriginal j of the municipality and to the enhance- 
chnractor, presume too much on their , nient of the value of all other property in 
seemingly stolid indifference, and the town or city in which il is situated, 
bring on themselves sudden and swift Take ,ul exemple the city of Toronto, 
rétribution. The construction of a Tllc property of the Provincial govern

ment in that city is a positive source of 
For the ninin-

Most

oceup -lions have been hitherto un
restricted by the presence of white 
settlers. They vamped wherever 
they would, and looked upon all 
things in river, lake, prairie and 
thicket as their own undisputed pro
perty. They have, it is true, made 
certain treaties renouncing their 
rights to large tracts of country. 
But few, if any of them, have 
adequate idea of tho nature of this

our

an

secure
as re
of the white settler on Schools are for intellectual and moral 

and not for religious training.—Independ
ent.

consider their privileges as it the 
remuneration had never been made. on

And will our religious contempo
rary kindly inform us what sort of 
morals are imparted in schoolrooms 
in which religious training is forbid
den? Can the fiery passions of youth 
lie controlled without the supernatu
ral aid of religion? Will truth, 
purity, honesty, etc., find early lodg
ment in the heart in whose training 
religion has has no part—particularly 
when we remember the countless 
allurements to vice, which beset the 
paths of the young? With the ex
perience of the past and the precious 
morals of the present, — in the 
literary, political and business world, 
—staring us in the face, wo wore 
not a little surprised at finding tho 
above in tho columns of so respect
able and religious a journal as tho 
independent.—Buyaio 6mo/t.

newWhorovu r

railway through a now country gen
erally introduces a disorderly ole- ll‘ ut,q ..

, ... . tvnance ot the public buildings there themont to whom qt.iurellmg and crime ; wWl. i>rovillce j, im1ilvctly inxetl
stun a ( v iglit. Ih.o Canada 1 aoific i undeniable advantage ut' Toronto. The 
will, n>> doubt, bring its quota of this j animal assembling of Parliament involves 
class of population into the North- I the expenditure of several thousands of 
west. The Indians they arc prettv public and private money which, hut for 
certain to look on with aversion, the seat of government being there fixed,

would be spent elsewhere. The trades
men and mechanics of Toronto, to whom 
the auti-exemptionistsappeal so confident-

moro

ap- was 
as a

while the half-breeds will be treated
as op n enemies. Tho consequence,

... unless tho strong arm of the law in- , , .
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