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qlrty water.+ ‘|he victim was blipg-
{oldgd gxul led up 1o e Cups to put
in his finger. I he dipped his finger
into the emply cup he would remaip
a bachelor all hig days. I he
fortunate ip hitting (he clean water
hp would marry g handsome girl un(i
live happy ever  after. Jut  if  he
plunged his linger  intg the ink it
would be his misfortune t,

; marry g
widow. Loud would be the qugh at
. the poor feligy who got hig finger

g\/‘, into the ink.
The test that required most nerve
was that of pulling the cabbugé
ste.ll_(s, and for this réason it wgg
to be depended upon. Those who de-
cided to make the trial were shown
where the old stumps  of cabbage
stood in the garden. One was thep
blindfolded and sent out to grope for

a stalk. The first one the hand
touched ~must  be pulled up and
brought in. The size and appear-

ance of the stalk foretold
future husband or wife
tall, straight stalk mean
mate, but if it were crooked the
fates decreed that tpe other half
would be ugly. Much earth clinging
to the root meant riches in marriage.
If the stem were hollow or rotten,
then the wife would be a cross-
grained woman. This  cabbage-
stalk hunting was always made the
occasion for g joke. A rope was
stretched across the yard to give the
fellow a tumble, i g man tried
it; but if a girl made the trial, one
of the boys was sure to be Waiting
in the patch to cause a scare or
steal a Kkiss, Usually the one who
made the hunt came bhack in a dread-
ful hurry, and often very pale or
covered with dirt, the result of g
tumble.

As the evening advanced, the fun
waxed furious. To help it on, some-
one would propose another game,
and a pan of wuter was brought in
and set on the table. In it were
floating a number of apples without
stems. These had to be fished for
and lifted out with the teeth. As
Soon as touched, they would go down
in the water. One after another
would try to bite and hold the bob-
bing apples. If the girls wished to
get even with any one of the young
men, as soon as he stooped to catch
the apple, down his head would be
pushed, souse to the bottom of the
pan.  This was usually the end in
view when the bobbing apples were
brought on.

Another amusing trick was usually
played on one who had never seen it
before.  We called it ‘“ being mes-
merized."’ A boy would be mesmer-
ized to be shown the one he liked
best. Two Saucers were brought in,
both containing clear water, but the
bottom of one had been previously
blackened by holding it over the
candle flame. This blackened saucer
was given to the willing victim, who
‘was told to do whatever the other
Jperson did who held the second
saucer, and not to look at anything
but the operator’s face. The opera-

j,tor would dip the tip of his finger
“«into the water, rub it on the bot-
tom of the saucer, and then draw his
finger over his face. The poor vic-
tim did the same, and as the motion
was repeated over and over, black
lines were thickly added to his face.
First a line on the nose, then a
streak across the cheek, followed by
a cross on the forehead and a daub
on the chin. When the operator had
made his victim look like a wild In-
dian painted for a war-dance, a
‘“ looking-glass "’ was brought in so
that the marked man could see the
picture of the one he loved bhest. He

what the
would be. A
t a handsome

did not recognize it for a minute,

thinking his loved one a ‘‘ nigger,”

but he was not long in rushing to
~» the kitchen for soap and water.

If a young woman were anxious to
see the face of her future husband,
she must take a candle and an apple
and go Into a room by herself a few
minutes before the clock struck mid-
night. She must eat the apple in
front of the glass. watching her re-
flection all the while. Just as the
apple was about finished, the face of
the man to he her fate would be secn
looking over her left shoulder.
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When all were tireq of these games
a circle was formed about the l)laz1
Ing hearth to try who could tel] the
most weird and blood—curdling tale,
One ol the stories that was told re.
beatedly was that of the strange way
In which g murderer wgs detected
and brought to the gallows. An olqg
man, a stranger in the village, had
wWandered into the graveyard, and

stood watching the sexton digging a
grave.  Soon the digger threw up a
skull

and a bone of y man who had
been murdered many years before,
and was buried by the sexton in this
l-mrt of the graveyard, without bene-
fit of clergy. His resting-place was
kpown only to the sexton. As some

Of the bones were thrown out, the
stranger stooped and picked one up,
and instantly it ran blood. Horri-
fied at the appearance, the man fel]
on his knees and confessed that he
was the murderer. He was at once
imprisoned, and sgon afterwards
hanged, being brought to Justice by
the tell-tale bones running blood.

The next Story was one of a wo-
man going into decline ang dying by
inches, No cause could be discov-
ered by the doctors. She seemed to
be free from any known disease, yet
she became gradually weaker. At
length a belated laborer going home
from work saw g light as he passed
in the cottage of an old woman who
had an unsavory reputation. Slip-
ping quietly up and peeping in, he
saw her with a red object in her
hands that was shaped like a human
heart. She was jabbering away,
and every few moments thrusting a
darning-needle into the heart. The
man told what he had seen, and ga
watch was set.  Every night the old
witch went through the same per-
formance. She was arrested and ac-
cused of causing her neighbor’s sick-
ness. Knowing that she was found
out, the witch confessed that hen
magic was Killing the woman, whom
she hated. The heart was burned,
and at once the sufierer began to re-
cover, and was soon well again.

The feelings of those present had
grown very intense, so, by way of
change, some light amusements were
introduced. The two ends of a long
string were tied together and taken
in the hands. It was transferred
from hand to hand, assuming a dif-
ferent shape in each, until a see-saw

was developed. On the opposite
side of the hearth someone worked
another string, which was put
through the two holes of a large

button. The button was placed in
the middle, and swung loosely on the
string till twisted up. Then the
string was tightened and loosened in
the two hands, to make the button
spin and buzz like a bee.

In another part of the circle a
handkerchief was produced and made
up into bunches and knots to repre-
sent rabbits and babies. Another
clever persoh would fold up pieces of
newspaper into the shape of hats,
caps and boats. A candle would be
brought, and, by means of the hands
and arms, shadows would be thrown
on the wall to look like a goose. a
dog, or a long-eared rahbit. Then
rhymes would he started to see who
co]xl(l repcat them most rapidly and
correctly. Here is one example :

‘If TPeter Piper picked some pecks of

pickled pepper, A
How many pecks of pickled peppers did

Peter Piper pick ? "’

Again the weird and magical \\'m}l(l
return, for how could it be ot,hm‘\ymv
when all the sprites, elves, goblins,
pixies and fairies were lot.](msc on
poor man to work their will for one
nfght 2 At least so we were told,
and so we believed If one of the
company would shiver from the ef-
fects of a cold draught or from the

nerve-racking stories. it was a sign
that a stranger was walking over
that person’s future grave. As if
that made any difference. It scared
jiust the same. A nighthawk was
described as having been seen the (?:W
nrevious at high noon, flying high

and crying loudly in the bright glare
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This; 1900 Junier Washer

PAYS FOR ITSELF.

This is the famous 1900 Junior
Washer you haveread somuch about.
It pays for itself by saving your time
and labor and clothes. We sell it o
you on30 DAYS’' FREE TRIAL.
Then, when you are satisfled that
this washer is all, ard more, than we
claim, you can pay ue easy imstall-
ments out of what it saves for you.
The washer goon pays for iteelf, and
after that it keeps right on raving for
you. Qall and see the washer and
get a FREE copy of our Washer Book,
that tells you how & 1900 Junior
Washer does away with wash-day
drudgery, faves your $ime and
strength, and keeps the clothes from
wearing ous. If yoa can't come and
see this washer at once, drop me a
line, and I will mail you the beok
postpaid, FREE. Address: 621

F. B. H. BACH,
Mgr. of 1900 Washer Co.,

355 Yonge Bt.. Toronto, Ont.

of the midday sun, just as it does in
the twilight. This was an omen of

.

This brand—on a bag or barrel—is the mark
of a BLENDED FLOUR of Ontario Fall
Wheat and Manitoba Spring Wheat, milled
by the best millers in Ontario,

Ask your grocer for a Blended Flour—and
look for the above brand wherever you buy,

‘“Made in Ontario*’




