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busy seeking of self is trouble and weariness, and 
having procured the means of living without it, 
gives it up, xvhat then ? He just adopts another 
form of the same spirit of self and turns to selfish 
ease,

!

I am not now speaking of vice and gross sin 
(of course every one will allow that to be opposite 
to the spirit of Christ), but of the whole course of 
the world. Take the world’s decent, moral man, 
and is he an ** epistle of Christ ” ? Is there in 
him a single motive like Christ's? He may do the 
same things ; he may be a carpenter as Christ 
was said to be (Mark vi. 3) ; but he has not one 
thought in common with Christ,

As to the outside, the world goes on with its 
religion and its philanthropy. It does good, 
builds its hospitals, feeds the hungry, clothes the 
naked, and the like ; but its inward springs of 
action are not Christ’s, Every motive that 
governed Christ all the way along is not that 
which governs men ; and the motives which keep 
the world agoing are not those which were found 
in Christ at all.

The infidel owns Christ’s moral beauty, and 
selfishness can take pleasure in unselfishness ; but 
the Christian is to “ put on Christ.” He went 
about doing good all the day long ; there was not a 
moment but He was ready as the servant in grace 
of the need of others. And do not let us suppose 
that this cost Him nothing. He had not where 
to lay His head ; He hungered and was wearied ;1 -


