OWEN SOUND PRESBYTERY

The Presbytery of Owen Sound held its
regular quarterly meeting on the 3rd of
July. There was a large attendance of
members and business of more than usual
interest was transacted.

Bession Records of Latona, Knox, Sy-
denham, Woudford and Chatsworth were
examined and certified. Rev. A. Thom-
son, M.A,, one of the sons of Division
street congregation, who goes this fall as
a missionary to Honan, China, was trans-
ferred to Montreal Presbytery for ordin-
ation, as his whole salary has heen under-
taken by the American Preshyterian
church there,

By instruction of the Genernl Assembly,
Dr. Somerville was released  from  his
charge that he might accept his appoint-
ment as Clerk of the Assembly, ete.  Mr.
John Armstrong and John McQualker, re
nresenting the session, and Mr. James P.
Telford, and Mr. H. H. Burgess the con
gregation of Division street. gave fitting
and very feeling expressions of the esteem
in which Dr. S8omerville is held and the
universal regret at the severance of the
mastomlity and requested that he shonld
be allowed to complete the 31st vear of his
nastorate, which will close with the 24th
of August next.

This was agreed to and after several
members of the Preshytery sroke in the
warmest terms of personal appremation of
Dr. fomerville’s work and worth, the fol-
lowing resolution was unanimcusly adopt-

“In parting with Dr. Somerville the
Preshytery desire to place on record its
high appreciation of the character and
eminent ability of one who has heen for
thirty-one years continnously pastor of one
of its leading congregations. TDuring most
of that time he has also discharged the
duties of Clerk of Presbytery with great
fidelity.  Tis clerieal work has been a
model of neatness and accuracy, manifest-
ing a comnlete grasp of business details,
sound judgment and a thorough knowledze
of ecclesiastical procedure.  The higher
chureh eourts have not failied to appre-
cinte his excentional abilities and have util-
ized hig services from vear to vear. and
on many of the most important committees
of our church, resnlting finally in his ap-
pointment to his present position.

“While the Preshytery is sensible of the
honor conferred upon it by the appoint-
ment of one of its number to this import-
ant position and whiist it vecognizes the
great gain thereby to the whole chureh,
yet the Preshytery feels most keenly the
great loss it sustains in the removal of a
co-preshyter who during all these years
has guided us by his counsel. informed us
by his ripe scholarship, and enconraged
ns hy his unfailing courtesy and kindn

“The Preshytery would express its de
est sympathy with the congregation in tia
loss of a pastor to much honored and he-
loved. and earnestly unites in wishing Dr.
and Mrs, Somerville and their family con-
tinued health and happiness in their new
home, and abundant blessing and suecess
for Dr. Somerville in his new suhere of
labor.”

After a most appropriate and affecting
address by Dr. Somerville, routine busi-
ness was resumed. Dr, Fraser, of An-
nan, was appointed moderator of session
during the vacancy, and also (lerk of Pres-
bytery. It was agreed to request the
treasurer of the Preshytery to present an
audited financial report annually at the
March meeting.  Rome necessary changes
were made in committees of Presbytery,
owing to Dr. Somerville’s removal. Messrs
Matheson, MeAlpine, and McNabb were
appointed to visit the contregations of
Allenford, Flsinore, Skipness. Hepworth,
Shallow Lake, Cruickshank, and Brooke,
and if deemed cxpedient request them to
cend renresentatives to the Sentember
meoting to consider possible plans for re-
arraneement.  Messrs. Matheson, East-

man and Clark were appointed to visit An-

nan, T-ith. Johnson and Daywood con-

greeations to uree the importance in the

intevest of the Home Mission fund of con-

solidating the fonr congregations into one

gmm and to report to September meet-
2.

THE DOMINTON PRESBYTERTAN.

PRESBYTERY OF LONDON,

The Preshytery of Tondon met at
Glencoe, July 4th. Rev. J. Lindsay, of
Kintore, was moderator, and the follow-
ing wembers were in attendance: Rev.
Cpesses, Tenderson and Moffat, London:
Reede. 8t Thomas:  Jamieson, Wards-
ville: Shearer. Melbourne: Currie, Ged-
des, Ailsa Craig, and D, McDonald, of
Mosa, and Dr. McCrae, Westminster.

The resignation of Rev, J. H. Cour-
tenay, of Port Stanley, was considered.
Mossrs, Jack Meck, T T, Jelly and
Alex. Taylor appeared  to  onpose the
acceptance of the resignation, A petition
respecting almost the entire membershin
and mony adherents was nresented asking
the Preshytery to seek to persuade Mr.
Courtenay  to withdraw his resignation.
AMr. Conrtenay adhered to his determina-
tion, motwithstanding the TPreshytery’s
unanimous request to reconsider, and his
resignation was accepted, to take eftect
a week from next Shbath.  The breth-
ren exprossel their great regret at part-
ing with Mr. Courtenay.

Rev. M. W. Mackay, of Toronto. 1¢
likely to support Port Stanley for the
summer. My, Mackay is a young man
of fine pulpit nower.

A request from Chalmers Church, L.on-
don. for power to mortgaze their property
to the extent of £5.000, was presented by
Rev. Walter Moffat.  The reguest was
granted,

A call was presented to Rev. James
Argo, B.A., of Duart, from Lobo and
North Caradoe. The call was nresented
by Rev. Dr. Nixon. The narties heard
in support of the eall for Caradoc were
Me. R, T. Rall, J, TL Green, N. M. Me-
Guigan and Dunean Lyman. and from
T.oho Alex. MeLean, John MeViear, E.
T, Caverhill and Fred MeCallum, Al
wraed strongly the sustaining of the eall
The congregation are only giving S800
with manse, and three weeks® vaeation,
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SPARKS FROM OTHER ANVILS.

United Preshyterian:—Blessed is he
that planteth and nurtureth a good
thought. 1t will ever be a pleasant tryst-
ing place for the children of his brain.

Cumberland  Presbyterian:—{ircat ere
the enterprises before the church of to-
day but there it not, there never was,
and there never will be, any subject ot
more importance than that of the true,
the complete education of a child, an
edueation which brings him to a know-
ledge of God and into right relations
with the Ruler of the Universe,

(“anadian Baptist:—The minister or pas-
tor who is to succeed in winning and
retaining to good advantages the hearts
of the people to whom he ministers must
be a man of genuine and large sympathy,
—of sympathy that finds expression in
words and deads that are unmistakably
the transcript of his soul. Men and
women of all classes and of all ealibre
are in need of sympathy and are open
to receive it when it is hestowed in a
manner hecoming to all concerned. And
no matter what it costs in the way ot
time and strength it will more than re-
pay the man who takes the trouble to
exercise it largely in his ministry, ‘I'he
broken heart: the desolated home: the
bereaved family; the disappointed and
disconraged life; the wearied laborer and
mechanic; the anxious and worried
business man: the perlexed professional
man: the boy or girl; the father or moth-
er; the brother or sister: the friend or
acquaintance; all sorts and conditions of
men daily furnish varied and manifold
opportunities for the practice of sympa-
thetic words.

Tlerald and Preshyter:—Firmness m
the right is not only heroic, but is also
for the advancement of the cause of right-
eousness, Firmness in the wrong may
seem heroie to the individual, granted
that he is mistaken and not vicions, but,
neverthele: he is serving the cause ot
unright eonsn Before one sets out to

ase the stipend consi hi
hefore long, especially in the Lobo part
of the charge. ‘There are only 40 mem-
hers in Caradoe,  hot Tobo is  much
stronger. having 90 members and 45 fam-
ilies. The hope was strongly  exnressed
that the stipend wonld be incrensed very
considerably, as soom as possible,

The Sabhath school conference was
really very excellent, The attendance
of werkers on aceount of the wet weather
wae not so large as it would otherwise
have heen. T, Rarnett, the convener
of the committes, gave in the report and
its vecommendations

Rev. Dr. Mef'rae snoke on oreaniza-
tion and manacement: Rev. T Tindsay,
on the home demartment: Rev. Geo
Weir, on the relation of the Sahhath
school to the home and the church, and
Pev, T. W Rae, on normal training of
the Sabbhath school teacher.

Teave was grantal to Mount Brvdees
v Dorroyr S1500 on their new  chureh
when the conditions are fulfilled.  Rev.
R. W. Teiteh has done excellent work in
this field, which is growing rapidly.

Mr, J. T. Woods, B.A., of Queen's
College, was cxamined and licensed by
the Preshyterian church to preach the
Gospel,

hut will inere bly

Mr. W. W. Macalister, of the Guelph
Merenry received a letter from Rev, Dr.
Wardrope vesterday from lattle Metis,
One., the summer home of his daughter,
Mre. Civier.  The doctor says “T have
greatly improvad in strength during the
last three weeks and am now enjoving the
bracing air here, T am not without hope
of seeing you all in the fall”

Preshytery met at Palmerston on Tues-
dav last week. The husiness was routine.
The young people’s convention in eon-
nection with the meeting was an inter-
esting and profitable meeting.

Nev. A. 8 Ross. of Westhoro, has
accepted a eall to Montreal west, and
will be inducted on July 22nd,

be wnyieMingly firm he would better make
sure whether he is to be a moral hero,
or merely an obstructionist and an op-
ponent of what is right,

Lutheran Ohserver:—It is natural that
we shonuld sometimes forget, and fail to
realize all that is involved in our seem-
ingly trifling relaxing from our duty,—
the spiritual loss to self, and the lower-
ing of one’s standards, the positive harm
to others through the influence that 13
exerted, and the discouragement to those
who are struggling against such odds to
keen un the work of the church, Duty,
privilege, love, call on us to be faithful,
and to “remember the Sabbath day to
keep it holy,” and to “let our light shine.”

Michizan Preshyterian:—It would he a
sad mistake to talk of the Bible as
though it did nothing but expose sin.
Tt does that to perfection. 1t dentes
none of the farts. Rin and death are not
gotten rid of by a rigamarole of “God
is Good and Good is God,” sid for-
wards and backwards until you are dizzy.
The Gospel is here to meet facts, not de-
lusions, “‘Comfort ve mv people,” not
on the basis that they don't need com-
fort, but on the basis that ve have some-
thing  wherewith to comfort  them.
Don’t say be ye warmed and clothed, but
bring out the clothes and the coal, real
clothes and real coal, paid for with real
money; ves, gross materinlistic coal, two
thousand pounds to the ton. It is a
great salvation because it is a real salva-

United Preshyterian: God with al Mis
greatness and majesty condescends  th
work through human agency. We are His
helnems, His witnesses. His arents MWis ser-
vants, What He does for men He does
through men, The gospel that is to eve
men must he horne by men  Tmmortal
truthe must be tald by mortal man, The
Church though divine, is carried forwanl
by agencies that are human. Heaven'v
dlory is unfolded to onr hope he thawe
who are mortal as owrselves.  But hack
of the meins Ves Gad and at the end
God. Tt is His work, His institution, and
we are His workmenship,




