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mother's love that speaks in the t'orni of the adjeetive. Love of
mothers for ehihlren is rare in erotic poetr.v.

Virgil lias resorted to a iiuinber of eiiplieniisins that assist
in maintaining the serious tone. Siieh is the fiction of the marriage
that may be traced under tiie words roiiiiiiis.. and
Iti/tiii unfits. IK- even speaiis of the Intiis iiKjalin. while the dignified
word torus confmsts strangely with the Icctuius of Catullus.
Almost all the youthful readers of the Aeneid pass over without
suspicion of its reai meaning, the line.

illp iliee priiiii;» leti |iriiiuis((ur iiiali<niiii

causn fnit, —169-170.

and instances are not wanting where grown people have been
deceived. Plain speaking is not ol)scenity. and Virgil has si)oken
plainly with great eflfeet in the well-known lines.

saltern siqiui niihi dp te suscepta fuisset

aiitp fiigani siilxiles, siquiH niihi jmrvoluH aula
luderet Aeneas, qui te tanien ore referret,

uoii pquiileni uinnino capta ae dpHerta videror. — Sl'T-S."!!).

Dido must lie protected ^rom the name of courtesan, and care
has been taken to do it. Anna says.

luce inagiH dileota soniri,

Holane perpetua maeren.s carpere iuventa,

iip<• iliilris natiin Voncris not• |iraenii;i noriH? — .-,."?.

Another eui)hemisni and a pathetic paradox is latus iitgalis quo
ixrii.' The worst words that were said against the lovers were
those put in the mouth of Kama, who utters alike what is true and
what is not true, which partly removes the reiiroaeh.

mine liiemem inter se luxii, quam louga, fovere
ivffnnnini iinmpnii)ri>s tMr|.i.|Uf cnpidine captnii. —193-104.

Even here the nieaning is carefidly concealed in the words lusu
iiiid fovnr, which are both very hard to translate because they
are used in no ordinary sen.se; it is the (-(mnotation and not the
siuperficial meaning that is significant.

(Ither f.'ntures of the language belong to erotic poetry in
t:<iieral. A wrongeil and angry lover often runs to exaggeration
and hurls accusations both deserved and undeserved. Such are
/jfifidus, dissimulare. infandum raput, npfandus vir, periuria. and
impius. A conspi<'uous class of words have reference to love
conceived of in different ways. Most frequently it is thought of
ns a fire, which accounts for such terms as ardere, ardesccre,
flnqraiis. finmma. ftammarc. ignis, unrr and inccndcrr. At other

'iv., im.
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