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ESTABLISHING THE COLONY OF CAPE BRETON.

<\f.

1 O a mind turned for obfcrvation and reflexion, the varioui fccnes in the long courfe of ff rvice
Dc.Barres had been upon allbrdcd nii.cl, fuhjc-a, and heconfidcred it his duty, as an officer to lav
before H,s Majcfty's Minillcrs fuch points as appeared to him fufceptiblc of improvement' for the
national advantage.
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"^'''''' "'' ^''"S Pro'i"«ive of the moft important advantages to Ills

Majefty s fcrv.ce. and benefit of navigation and commerce; the execution of which he was led to
cxpcft the honor of conducing, (l^ould Earl Howe, who had highly approved thereof, come to
prefide at the Admiralty Board. But Minilhy, in the mean time coming to the reWution offormmg a Government, and carrying on the fenlement of the Ifland of Cape Breton, the utilityand expcd.^ncy of which he had fome years before fuggefted alfo. and having been pieafed to re-commend hu,i to II.s Maj.fty for diredling the feveral operations of it, he relinquin,ed the prof-
Fft of greater benefit to himfelf from his Lordfhip's intentions, which would have placed him in a
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Government, in this period, paid much attention and experienced confiderable difficulty andcxpencemprovKhng an afyium for the loyalifts, and the did^nded troops, and multitudes, which
th. unhappy War m America, and the lofs of employment at the Peace, had reduced to circum-
ftanccs of extreme diftrefs. Upon the afcertainment and e u..:.ment of the the Navigation Law,
'" ,'"

H- Z'- T^n' '" "'' '°"^' "' ''*' '^'""'"" ^'''"' ^"^ '"''^°^"«>
=> ^ifl^ to repair

imder H.s Majefty s Government, particularly the whole Inhabitants of Nantucket. Martha's Vine
yard. &c. ,n order to carry on the Whale Fifhery in the Gulph of St. Lawrence, and the feas

hundred Veflels. Ih.s prefcnted an opportunity of transfering to this country the advantages whichHance had formerly denved from the Ifiand of Cape Breton, by the employnLt in its Srlsofabove three hun red topfad VelTels. fifteen hundred Shalloops. and twelve thoufand Seamen producng an annual amount of //.//. MJllio,, and befides other objefts. fufceptiblc of being 'Jlenhanced in the more energetic hands of Britons (7),
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In relult DesBarres had the honor of killing His Majefty's Hand, in July ,784, on beincappointed Lieutenant Governor of the Ifland of Cape Breton and it's dependencies, it was 2
determined

(6) Reafon, on the expediency of colonifing Cape Breton, fubinitted by De^Barre.: alfo ettimate of the exoen.,elucidations, &c. given in by command of Lord North in 178J.
«""nate « tAe expence.
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(7) Cape Breton, Ivlng betNveen 4;<' and 47° of N. latitude and between cgo and 6i» of W Lo„.;,„^- . j <
in length and 9^(25©^ breadth, contains about 2300000 acre, of land • a conndll
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wood, and abound, in timber «t for building a„d\he con^uaLn :f 'fl^^;;
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yielding wherever cultivated, ample crops of Wheat, Rye, Barley Peafc Oaf, G .f, ! . 1 r r
^ "fa fertile nature.

The whole liland i, variouHy interfefled. with river, and ake, fev ra of which^re
", ."' "ourilhing vegetable.,

with valuable «n.ing hanks, and ahound in bays, i.ets. anT ctTnL:^;^;^^lif^r;;;::;"^^^^^^^^^^^

When in pofleflion of this va'uable nurfery of feamen Franr^ ,,r„:.A„j .» 1 1. ....
political plan of aggrandifement, in which the Lery was \Il"IfZtur. • nI c^
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therefore fpared to ftimulate adventurers in its arduous purfui,,^^ by the "/diifl . T"^'""'
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terminated.
' ^ " "'*''^''" "^ Lou.llourg in 17J8. all it, hope,

The fituation alone, of Cape Breton, relatively to Great Briuin to.he\Wrl.A™ • f^

Indies, render, it of peculiar importance.
' ""'' ^'""'"" Continent, and to the Weft

From its Eaftern projeflion into the Atlantic Ocean, it derive, nnt nnW .1,. ,J .. .

cf communication with Europe; but alfo. Ihip, from the.e niaTfti. d:r:ft tytfT iCUS''"'''? "'^
any of the harbour, of the American State,, velfel, in order to heid the ...a. J ] ,
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^ rr^ they can attempt to (hape their courfe for any of the faid Ifland. Thi, unr v II r!
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tnoft convenient of any in North America. I ,«abUO.ing ^^.il^^:^t^::^::'' '''^f^,«forenterprife. and. whether in the view of improving the national intereft. ""J
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„.nt tranquUlity and peace to His MaielK's tranfatlanfic DoL-.^TTIT!' "^ '"""f^
the enjoyment of p,
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erma-nent tr.inquUlity and peace to His Majelly'stranfatlantic Dominion.. r..,-p.„.„., !r J..,.. _."'• -'' "' ' -^"i; '••'"-.-rca, mcrcjoic will appearintlie light of an object deicrving the fcrious attentions of Government.
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